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CASH PURCHASE PRICE 
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* Improved fuel-sipping engine design for an amazing 

700km of highway driving per tank” 
* CD/MP3 audio system with auxiliary input for your iPod® | 
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taxes not included, Administration fees may vary between dealers. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Cash purchase price reflects discounts and other incentives which are only available where consumers opt for cash purchase price. By selecting purchase finance 
offers, consumers will be foregoing such discounts and incentives which will resultin higher effective interest rates. Offers apply as indicated to 2009 new or demonstrator models. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Alberta Pontiac Buick GMC Dealer Marketing 
Association area only. Limited time offers which may not be able to be combined with other offers. W When equipped with a 5-speed manual transmission, estimated 2009 ratings, based on GM testing in accordance with approved Transport Canada test methods. Your actual 
fuel consumption may vary. As shown, MSRP for 2009 G3 Wave with optional equipment is $15,235. +t Bonus Fun includes complimentary Weekend Fun and Evening Fun. iPod® is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. iPod® not included. 
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SEPTEMBERII “septemBerI2  ) ( sepremBer| 
art | PECHAKUCHA2 MUSIC | AGAINST ME! verse | EDMONTON 
It's trivia time! What is Their name screams paranoia, POETRY FESTIVAL The 
Pecha Kucha? but you know what they say: three-day celebration has its 
(a) arare breed of Pokémon “Paranoia is just another word “leviticously deuteronomous 
witha killer lightning attack for heightened awareness.” finale.” The Raving Poets 
(b) a delicious fruit beverage Fortunately for Tom Gable and Band, and a long list of guest 
(c) a forum for local | the boys, their show at Edmon- teaders kick out the iambs. 
designers to show off their ton Event Centre will be packed The Artery, 8-11 p.m. 
skills. Transalta Arts Barns, with rockers sympathetic to 
El Sonido det Silencio, Westbury Theatre, Sep. 14 es ay } Ne thelrcause. 7pm, Jee 
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DEL SILENCIO Dancer YOUNG HEARTS RUN FREE | CEPTION: THEORY AND The hardcore band’s 14th | ON If you're a struggling Elvis impersonators may TIBETAN BAZAAR This flea 
Cristina Hall recaptures the VARIETY SHOW The pro- | PRACTICE Lets face it: we album, 2007's New Maps | entrepreneur who has a be tacky, but they're also market is so big, we hear the 
spirit of 18th-century “cafés | ceeds raised at this concert allie to ourselves. Except of Hell, is their best-selling good idea but lacks the skillz incredibly entertaining. Do organizers are considering 
cantantes,” where the only should bring scientists “On Calendar, of course. Yep, disc yet — 25 years after they to see your dream come to you think 25 years from hiring out Sherpas to guide 
thing more plentiful than the Brink” of finding a cure Calendar is perfect in every fecorded their first one, How fruition, here's your chance Now, anyone's going to pay shoppers through the 
| the drinks was the flamenco. for HIV/AIDS. That would way, shape, and form. But Could Hell Be Any Worse? topick up the knowhow Money to see a Conor Oberst labyrinth of booths and 
| Westbury Theatre, 7p.m. be awesome — like “White the rest of you should check Perseverance, people! from Alberta's big-biz ~ impersonator? Casino tables. Westmount Hall, 
Chocolate.” Starlite Room, this lecture out. Humanities Edmonton Event Centre, wizards. Shaw Conference Edmonton. 10am. 
) \ 7pm. Centre U of A, 3:30 p.m. ) \ 7pm. \ Centre, 8:30 a.m. 
7 \ \ 
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concert | LESS THAN Sports | EDMONTON learning | GOOD NEWS iheatre | PETER PAN discussion | JEFF 
JAKE After spending most of OILERS VS VANCOUVER FOR A CHANGE: DR. DAVID One of the world’s best fairy- DE BOER A lecture by the 
August touring Europe, this CANUCKS Oh, yeah SUZUKI What could this tales meets one of Canada’s Calgary multimedia artist 
quintet is reeling in a big fish —hockey's back, baby, and good news possibly be? Has best ballet companies — The best known for building suits 
to join them at Edmonton nota moment too soon. We Suzuki stopped plugging | — Royal Winnipeg Baliet. of armour for cats and mice. 
| Event Centre for a show they were starting to forget our Wal-Mart? Is the definitive | — Plus: pirates swordfighting Dogs, meanwhile, are still 
promise will deliver more cultural identity with all that Nature of Things box set with young boys! Jubilee stuck wearing those dorky 
than you pay forit.7 p.m. | Olympic beach volleyball on finally coming out in HD? All Auditorium. Sweaters. Stanley A. Milner 
TV. Rexall Place, 7 p.m. will be revealed at Millen- Library Theatre, 7 p.m. 5 
\ bes \ Against Me!, Edmonton Event Centre, Sep. 12 
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WHAT IS PECHA KUCHA? (A) A RARE BREED OF POKEMON WITH A 
KILLER LIGHTNING ATTACK; (B) A DELICIOUS FRUIT BEVERAGE; (0) AFORUM FOR LS DESIGNERS TO SHOW ed THER aes 
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PROFILE TRANSPORTATION - BY JEFF HOLUBITSKY 625 wors 


Almost The Last Crossing 


i 


Streetcar Desire | Gordon Oleschuk is the last of Edmonton's oldtime drivers. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





THE LAST ACTIVE STREETCAR 
DRIVER IN EDMONTON LOOKS 
BACK ON AN EARLIER ERA OF 
PUBLIC TRANSIT 





ETS CENTENNIAL 
Winston Churchill Square, Sept. 12-20 





When bullets shattered the calm of a 
routine streetcar trip over the High 
Level Bridge, the first thing on driver 
Gordon Oleschuk’s mind was the 
safety of his two passengers. 

But by the time he could look over 





his shoulder to see windows crashing 
inward, the two women were already 
scrambling to get on the floor and 
out of the line of the hidden sniper’s 
fire. 

“Somebody shot at us with a .22 
[caliber rifle] from down below,” 
the 81-year-old says. “I'll tell you I 
didn’t waste any time getting off that 
bridge. That was the only scary expe- 
rience I really had.’ 

Oleschuk doesn’t remember the 
year of the incident, but it was likely 
in the late 1940s, not long after he 
started his 35-year career with the 
Edmonton Transit System. 





“We looked and we never found 
anybody,” he says. “We don’t know if 
it was some kid or what.” 

Today, nearly a quarter-century 
after retiring from a public transpor- 
tation career that started with street- 
cars and trolleys and ended with the 


66 AND NOW, IN A SENSE, 
STARBUCKS IS OPEN ACROSS THE STREET. 


—CKUA GENERAL MANAGER KEN REGAN 


LRT, Oleschuk is again making the 
trip across the High Level. Nowa- 
days, however, he is a volunteer 


driver with the Edmonton Radial 
Railway Society, which will play a 
big role next week as ETS celebrates 
its first century of service with con- 


certs, trolley rides, streetcar tours, 





and other events 

Oleschuk started his career in 
1948 just three years before the old 
electric streetcar system, which ran 
over steel rails throughout Edmon- 
ton before they gave way to the more 
modern world of buses. At the time, 
the city’s fleet of streetcars had gone 
through years of heavy service and 
neglect because of the Second World 
War and the Depression. Though 
other drivers are still living, he is the 
last driver from that era still ferry- 
ing passengers on that nostalgic trip 
across the river — though these days 
they’re mostly tourists or history 
buffs. 

He says most drivers were glad to 
see the streetcars taken out of ser- 
vice. On Jasper Avenue, car traffic 
was restricted to one lane in each di- 
rection, and even then he would have 
to be extra-careful so riders wouldn't 
be hit by cars when they disem- 
barked from his vehicle. “Today,” he 
says, “traffic would be backed up for 
miles behind them.” 

In winter, the only interior heat 
came from a small coal stove the 


driver was required to light when his 
shift started. “They gave us a bundle 
of kindling and some newspaper,” he 
says 

On frosty mornings, when the cars 
approached slopes on each side of 
the High Level, the driver had to get 
out and spread sand on the tracks 
Oleschuk says it wasn’t uncommon 
for the wheels to be spinning as he 
drove up the hill near the Alberta leg- 
islature 

As a young driver, he also operated 
a sweeper car, which would clear the 
tracks of snow before regular service 
began. “I started work at 3 a.m.,” he 
says 

But he always enjoyed a good rap- 
port with riders. “I always said good 
morning to them,” he recalls, “even 
though there were a few who only 
mumbled.” 

Through the years, Oleschuk even- 
tually drove every kind of bus that 
came along, eventually becoming 
one of the first drivers of the then- 
new LRT system. 

“My first day of work was when 
the Commonwealth Games opened,” 
he says 

He finished his career in 1984 as 
an LRT inspector, but says he still 
takes the bus whenever he can. 

“I won't drive a car when I go 
downtown.” 


jholubitsky @see.greatwest.ca 








NEWS FEATURE: PUBLIC RADIO - BY JEREMY KLASZUS |740 words 


“It's Like That Guy In Tiananmen Square!” 


IS GBC RADIO 2’S NEW FORMAT 
GOING TO STEAMROLL LONG- 
TIME EDMONTON STATIONS 
LIKE CKUA AND CJSR? 





Call it the non-format radio format. 
Instead of sticking to one genre of 
music, producers mix Leadbelly with 
Latin music, Bob Dylan with Taber 
cowboy Corb Lund. 

“It’s kind of odd,” says David Ward, 
host of The Afternoon Edition on 
CKUA. Odd, perhaps, but it clearly 
works; most of the station’s revenue 
comes directly from its listeners. 

Now the €dmonton-based  sta- 
tion that pioneered the non-format 
format in Alberta (and amassed a 
world-renowned music library in 
the process) is facing an unlikely 
competitor in Canada’s public broad- 
caster. Earlier this month, the CBC 
launched “the new Radio 2,” axing 
hours of classical music program- 


ming and replacing it with shows 
that feature an eclectic mix of most- 
ly Canadian music. It’s the non-for- 
mat format on a national scale, and 
CKUA general manager Ken Regan 
isn’t thrilled by the change. By re- 
vamping Radio 2, he says, the CBC 
is unfairly using government fund- 
ing to compete in the radio market 
against stations like CKUA and cam- 
pus stations like CJSR in Edmonton 
and CJSW in Calgary. “It’s flattering 
to be copied,” he says. “But the dif- 
ference is we don't get a government 
subsidy to do this.” 

Regan says that if the CBC were 
listener-funded and not taxpayer- 
funded, he’d have no problem with 
the controversial format flip. “I'm 
willing to compete on that basis with 
them.... But don’t come in and steal 
audience or try to steal audience 
from me using government-funded 
competition. It's not right.” 


agenda | news&opinion | city life | music | on screen | arts | classifieds | sex | the back 


CKUA has gone through a number 
of transformations since its incep- 
tion at the University of Alberta in 
1927. In the past, the station enjoyed 
financial support from the Alberta 
government, but that support end- 
ed in the mid-’90s. The station is a 
non-profit with a limited commercial 
licence. 

“We're out here scratching and 
clawing to survive with audience 
support,” Regan says, “and CBC 
rolls in with government-funded 
competition — and it's like that guy 
in Tiananmen Square facing down 
the tanks.” . 

Regan, a former producer for CBC 
Television, says it pains him to see 
his former employer on a “desper- 
ate search” to justify its existence by 
constantly striving for more revenue 
and better ratings. “I think Canadi- 
ans would be happy,” he says, “to 
support a CBC that just fulfilled its 


mandate instead of trying to be on 
both sides of the fence.” 

CBC spokesperson Jeff Keay says 
that because the CBC isn’t a com- 
mercial broadcaster, it isn’t compet- 
ing with stations like CKUA. “It’s not 
as if we're attempting to grab a slice 
of their advertising revenues or any- 
thing,” Keay says. “We don't carry 
commercials, so we're not competing 
in that space.... Yes, we are looking to 
expand the number of people who 
listen to Radio 2. But it would not be 
accurate to say that we're looking to 
do that by stealing them from other 
radio stations that may or may not 
play elements of the kind of the mu- 
sic that we intend to play.” 

Ward, sees the Radio 2 change in 
part as a compliment. 


“It's a validation of what we've been. 


doing for 35 years,” he says. “We've 
known this for along time. There are 
listeners who are happy to hear Feist 


and Hank Williams and Jimi Hendrix 
in the same set, and if you throw 
some Latin music in there, great. Fi- 
nally the CBC is catching up.” 

However, Ward agrees Radio 2 
is now CKUA’s direct competitor. 
“We've been the coffee funky shop 
here on the street for — certainly in 
this format — 35 years, 40 years,” he 
says. “And now, in a sense, Starbucks 
is open across the street.” 

And although Regan is bothered 
by what he calls the “inherent un- 
fairness” of the Radio 2 change, he 
believes CKUA's relationship with its 
listeners will keep the station going. 

“We will focus on what we do best, 
which is to provide great service to 
our audience, to be responsive to the 
audience, to be accountable to the au- 
dience — which, unlike the CBC, we 
have no choice but to do, because if 
we're not accountable to them, they 


simply don’t give us money.” 


o0kback 


WEEK IN REVIEW 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


6G YOU KNOW YOU CAN PUT 


LIPSTICK ON A PIG BUT IT IS STILLA PIG. 


—U.S. DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE BARACK OBAMA 
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Members of The Pioneer Singers choir perform at Gazebo Park 
as part of arally to fight HIV and AIDS in Africa. 





OUR COMMENT ON THIS WEEK'S NEWS BY THE NUMBERS 
EDMONTON: PUBLIC TRANSIT CANADA ELECTION WORLD - POLITICS SINGLE PARY ALBERTA 
TRAININ VAIN? LIFE DURING WARTIME CAMPAIGN COCKTAILS CURRENTLY HELD FEDERAL RIDINGS EYRE 





The provincial Tories have promised $2 bil- 
lion in public transit funding, and the Capital 
Region Board has wisely agreed to present 
a comprehensive, region-wide plan when 
applying for that money. 

_ However, SEE echoes the concems of the 
Transit Riders' Union of Edmonton that in- 
vesting in inter-city transit projects over core 
urban systems won't get more Albertans 
out of their cars. In the announcement, Ed 
Stelmach referred Ontario's regional system 
as a model, but they already have relatively 
built-up urban transit systems that feed the 
regional lines. 

Sure, speedy trains to St. Albert and Cal- 
gary would be amazing, and it's great that 
the region is working together, but what do 
the Tories expect public transit riders to do 
once they reach their destination? Calla 
taxi? Because they serve people daily, tran- 
sit systems within cities can actually prevent 
people from buying a car in the first place. 





| With Canada's second election looming 
| while we have troops in Afghanistan, it's 


unclear if Canada’s continued participation 
in the War on Terror will figure prominently 

in any kind of policy debate. With the Liber- 
als not far from the Conservatives on this 


| issue, there's little hope for any kind of 


national introspection — even as the death 


| toll rises. 


The conventional wisdom in the United 


States is that voters never change lead- 
| ers during wartime. In a Canadian Press 


story late last week, Defence Minister Peter 
MacKay played into that mentality with his 
fesponse to a question about the Taliban 
possibly increasing attacks on Canadian 
troops during the election: “We're not 
deterred by the intimidation,” he'said. 

He's right — Canadians will not be intimi- 
dated. We've already changed governments 
once during a war. Nothing says we won't 
do it again. 


8 + September ll - September 17, 2008 - see magazine - edmonton 





Our national fondness for imported televi- 
sion programs like The Daily Show and, of 


| course, other more serious media like The 


New Yorker, means that over the coming 
weeks, Canadians will likely see, hear, and 
read more about the American presidential 
race than our own national election. 

It doesn't help that our entire election 
will go down in about a month, whereas 
the Americans have almost a year to get 
interested, informed, and indoctrinated. 

But we have our own advantages here. 
Running for office here is a much less 
expensive enterprise, which means more 
entertaining crackpots and more passionate 
first-timers in the race, They may not get 
elected, but at least every word out of their 
mouths isn't crafted by a PR team. 

And at the end of a month, you actually 
get-to cast a ballot. That's much more sat- 
isfying than crying into-your lousy American 
beer when John McCain gets elected. 





CONSERVATIVESE LIBERALS GREEN PARTY 
28 0 0 
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COMMENTARY « ELECTION 760 words 


Master Strategist At Work 





SLO-BLOG CRAIGELLIOTT 

CALL STEPHEN HARPER'S 
POLITICAL MACHINATIONS 
WHAT THEY ARE — NOT 
STRATEGIES BUT LYING 





To begin, a point or two about the 
term “master strategist.” 

I know you proud Conservatives 
love to describe Stephen Harper that 
way; the problem is, the evidence 
does not support it. First of all, it is 
not generally considered the work 
of a “master strategist” to confess 
to a crime directly into a reporter's 
tape recorder, as Mr. Harper did af- 
ter trying to bribe Chuck Cadman 
into voting against the government 
of the day. Also, if it can be called 
a “strategy” 
your political opponents’ 
ance or demeanour or their manner 
of speaking rather than their policy 
positions, it is a repugnant one that 
does a terrible disservice to everyone 


to personally attack 
appear- 


concerned. 

So, how to put this gently? Uh 
dude, your right-wing authoritarian 
man-crush is showing, 

Now, onto the real party — it’s 
election time once again, ladies and 
gentlemen! 

“€lection’? What do you mean, 
‘election’?” some will ask as they 
point to the law the Conservatives 
passed not so very long ago. This 
“law” that supposedly fixed Canada’s 
election dates so as to protect our 
precious democracy from the whims 
of prime ministers who would time 
their election calls to their greatest 
political advantage, says we shouldn't 
expect an election until October 
2009. “It's only 2008,” they shout. 
“What gives?” 

To which I answer, don't ask me 
what gives. All 1 know is what the 
newspeople tell me, and they say 
we're all voting on Oct. 14, two 
thousand and eight. (And of course, 
when I say “all,” I mean all 40 per 
cent of us who still believe in democ- 
racy enough to bother with it.) The 
newspeople say that Harper says that 
Parliament is too dysfunctional. He 
had each and every one of the other 
leaders (okay, not Elizabeth May) 
to his house and talked it over with 


them. It probably went something 
like, “Are you and your party going to 
do exactly what I tell you to do from 
now on, for your own good, but espe- 
cially for mine? No? Then just forget 
it. 1 don’t even know why I trouble 
myself with you people.” 

He says Parliament is too dysfunc 
tional to operate, but wait a second 
— this has been the second-longest 
lasting minority government in Ca- 


nadian history. Budgets have been 


non-Conservatives in Canada an 
electoral bump. As well, Canada’s 
economy might get a lot worse in 
the next year, and the ruling party 
always gets blamed for that. Some 
judge might decide for certain that 
the Conservatives did indeed break 


election finance laws during the last 


election, Parliament might become 


still more “dysfunctional,” and pub 


lic opinion on the matter might just 
come 


down solidly against Harper 
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ernments are bad because they allow 


governments to behave as thougt 


everybody voted for them when they 








didn’t. Minority governments de 
mand compromises between groups 
that aren't naturally inclined to worl 


together. | think that’s good for our 


country. 

What bugs me is the principle 
of the thing. Harper's party wrote 
the law, proposed the law, ushered 
it through Parliament. One might 





WITH SO MANY POTENTIAL BULLETS TO DODGE, HARPER'S RATIONALE GOES, WHY NOT 
PULL THE TRIGGER HIMSELF WHILE HE STILL CAN, LAW OR NO LAW? 





passed, in addition to all manner of 
other legislation, including the fixed- 
date election legislation that Harper's 
government proposed, passed, and 
praised to the heavens. 

What's the real reason, then, for 
calling an election? Same as al- 
ways: political advantage. Harper's 
more worried about what will hap- 
pen between now and next October 
and how such things will affect his 
electoral chances down the road. 
Barack Obama might get elected in 
the United States, and the theory 
goes that his election would give 


and. his party, seeing as they're 
largely to blame for it anyway. With 
so many potential bullets to dodge, 
Harper's rationale goes, why not pull 
the trigger himself while he still can, 
law or no law? 

Am I angry that we're having an 
election early? Not really. I love elec- 
tions. Aside from the expense of 
holding the things, I. think they’re 
great fun and highly instructive too. 
It doesn’t bug me in the least that this 
one might return only a slight varia- 
tion on the current theme. I love mi- 
nority governments. Majority gov- 


think the least they could do now is 
obey it. They are, after all, the ones 
who claimed in the last election to be 
the party that Canadians could hold 
to a higher standard. What does it 
say about your self-identified repu- 
tation as Canada’s “law and order” 
party when you won't follow the laws 
of the land? 

On the other hand, Harper's first 
act as prime minister was to break 
an election promise he’d made; why 
not bookend that one with another? 
Just don't call it strategy. Call it for 
what it is: lying. 








LETTERS 


READER LOVES QUOTATION MARKS, 

HATES ART BOX 

| am writing in response to “You Can Call Me 
Albrecht,” Mandy Espezel and Jill Stanton’s 
column about the Albrecht Diirer exhibition 
at the Art Gallery of Alberta [SEE #771, Sep- 
tember 4]. 

Here's a “newsflash” for these “ladies”: 

Durer was from Nurnberg, Germany, so he 
cannot have been a “famous Italian Renais- 
sance man’! 

What a “mature” level of introduction to 
the readership on this topic! 

A copy of the most “interesting” quotes 
from this gutter-language diatribe went to 
my friend in NUrnberg who lives right next to 
the Dijrer-Haus, so that he too can “enjoy” 
the “tremendous intellectual level” of Ed- 
monton writers! 

Keep up the “good work,” or better: not! 

Disgusted in Edmonton, 

INGRID SCHWAEGERMANN 


SEE Magazine welcomes reader feedback, 
both positive and negative. You can e-mail 
your comments to letters@see.greatwest. 
a, snail-mail them to SEE Magazine, #200, 
10275 Jasper Ave, Edmonton, AB, T5J 1X8, 
or fax them to (780) 432-1102. SEE reserves 
the right to edit letters for length and clarity. 
Preference is given to letters responding to 
articles in SEE Magazine. 


CORRECTIONS 


The article “The Last Mayor Of Tent City” 
[SEE #771, September 4] on page 8 incor- 
rectly identified Urban Manor (9524 104th 
Ave.) as a boarding house. It is in fact a 
homeless shelter and patrons do not have to 
remain sober to use the facility. 


The article “Guard Your Vitals At School” 
[SEE #771, September 4] on page 12 inad- 
vertently identified Barwatch as the security 
system involved in a ruling by Privacy Com- 
missioner Frank Work. The correct company 
is SecureClub. 
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Defeat The Mountain Pine Beetles 


PILOT PROJECT PROMISES 

TO TURN MILLIONS OF DEAD, 
INSECT-RAVAGED TREES INTO 
GLORIOUS NEWSPRINT 





The newspaper you're holding might 
someday be made from mountain 
pine beetle wood, thanks to a pilot 
project kicked off by the provincial 
government. 

Alberta Advanced Education and 
Technology Minister Doug Horner 

» announced this week that the prov- 
ince would contribute $10 million 
to a $27 million pilot project in 
Whitecourt to turn logs ravaged by 
the mountain pine beetle into news- 
print. 

The mountain pine beetle infested 
about 500,000 trees in Alberta this 
year, according to the province, on 
top of some 3 million last year. The 
infestation continues to march east 
from the Rocky Mountains. 

“This little villain is no bigger than 
a grain of rice,” Horner said, speak- 
ing at the Alberta Research Council's 
Forest Products lab in Edmonton, yet 
it's choking the life out of Alberta's 
trees and forestry industry. The 
beetles kill the trees they infest and 
make the wood unsuitable for most 
uses, including newsprint. “It's too 
dry, it’s too brittle, it's too blue, and 
it’s too dirty-looking,” Horner says. 
“With this project, we have a way of 
getting value from the beetles’ swath 
of destruction... We plan to turn 


these dead and dying trees into high- 
grade newsprint.” 

The project plans to outfit a paper 
mill in Whitecourt with sensors de- 
veloped by the Alberta Forestry Re- 
search Institute and the Alberta Re- 
search Council. This mill is the only 
producer of newsprint in Alberta and 
makes the paper that SEE Magazine, 
among other publications, is printed 
on, If they work, the mill workers 
should be able to use the sensors to 
tweak production to account for the 
problems of beetle-killed wood. 

Pine beetles kill trees used for pa- 
per through a fungus in their mouths, 
says Ted Garver, head of the pulp 
and paper group at the Alberta Re- 
search Council. The fungus stains 
wood blue, making for blue paper. 
Over the last three years, his team 
developed (known as 
spectroscopes) that can detect the 


cameras 


amount of blue wood entering a pa- 
per mill and add more bleach to com- 
pensate. 

Pine beetle wood also has a lot of 
pitch, he continues, because the trees 
produce more pitch to try to flood out 
attacking bugs. Pitch prevents paper 
fibres from sticking together. “Imag- 
ine if you were to try and make paper 
with margarine over everything,” 
Garver says. 

His team developed an electronic 
nose (a gas chromatograph, to be ex- 
act) that sniffs the steam produced 
during papermaking to detect pitch 


levels. The wood fibres then undergo 
additional heating and grinding. The 
team also created moisture detectors 
to determine when to add more wa- 
ter to the drier wood and modified 
the pressing process to handle the 
paper more gently. 

B.C.’s experience with the beetle 
shows that it won't go away anytime 


New Paper | Technology Minister Doug Horner announced $10 million for pilot project. PHOTO KEVIN MA 
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soon, says Rod Stern, president of 
the Alberta Newsprint Company. 

About a third of the wood pro- 
cessed at the plant could eventually 
be infected by beetles. Without the 
new technology, the mill would ei- 
ther have to produce poor paper or 
travel much farther for uninfested 
wood. 


“It would certainly mean many 


millions of dollars a year,” he says. 

His company is putting in $17 mil- 
lion to test the sensors at the plant 
for three years. Woodlands County, 
where the mill is based, is contribut- 
ing $200,000. 

The project plans to use the sensors 
in full-scale production by 2015. 
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The Perception Of Leadership 


INEXILE EVERYWHERE THE EXILE 
STEPHANE DION WILL NEED 
TO SUMMON SOME POPULIST 
FLAIR IF HE WANTS TO GET 
THROUGH THE NEXT ELECTION 





The economy is faltering, incomes 
are falling behind inflation, and 
government ethics and account- 
ability are even more of a sick joke 
now than they were under the Lib- 
erals. But Stephen Harper is calling 
an election because he believes that 
nothing matters more than public 
perception of leadership, where his 
advantage over opposition leader 
Stéphane Dion is huge. 

And indeed, on the same day that 
Stephen Harper was in the North- 
west Territories, robustly defending 
Canada's Arctic sovereignty and 
boldly’ defining the battlelines for 
the upcoming national election cam- 
paign, Dion was in Montreal, talking 
up arts funding as a major platform 
issue and burnishing his elitist cre- 
dentials. 

As much as | favour greater gov- 
ernment support for arts and culture 
(an industry a new report by the 


Conference Board of Canada says 
is directly or indirectly maintaining 
11 million jobs in this country), I 
know that this is not a salient issue 
with the swing voters who will de- 
cide the election. And Dion is merely 
underlining in the public mind that 
he is a Montreal professor with 
no clue about bread-and-butter is- 
sues and no stomach for the rough 
business of national political leader- 
ship. 

Canadians don’t doubt Harper's 
toughness or his grasp of economic 
issues. This public perception per- 
sists even as he hobbles the federal 
government by turning over unprec- 
edented power and money to the 
ever-grasping provinces, and pre- 
sides over a decline into what he calls 
a “technical” recession, an interest- 
ing modifier if there ever was one. (It 
calls to mind the doublespeak a few 
years back from thirtysomething 
Calgary Conservative MPs Rob 
Anders and Jason Kenney, who an- 
nounced with great fanfare and some 
Frank Zappa nostalgia that they were 
“technical” virgins.) 

But instead of cornering Harper on 
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the direct consequences to Canadian 
voters of a recession, technical or 
otherwise, and hammering away at 
what should be the obvious distinc- 
tions between Harper's economic 
track record and that of the Liber- 
als, he talks about arts funding and 
allows Harper to define him as a dan- 
gerously left-wing politician who's 
out of touch with the mainstream, an 
accusation which will resonate un- 
less Dion can reset the parameters of 
this campaign with a national agenda 
that speaks to people. 

Harper's party is uniquely awash in 
cash and business expertise, which 
will help reposition the prime min- 
ister slightly but significantly. His 
challenge is to reinforce the percep- 
tion that he is a strong leader while 
revealing a softer and more empa- 
thetic side. Women voters in particu- 
lar are wary of him: polling by Dec- 
ima shows that many women don't 
support Harper because they feel he 
doesn’t project optimism and doesn’t 
share their values. 

The first national Tory campaign 
ad, which was unveiled last Friday, 
strikes the right balance. It empha- 


sizes his status as a “family man” 
who cares, but it also shows him 
standing next to a 4x4, so we know 
that he’s not a total wimp like Dion. 
And I must admit that my heart 
swelled at the re-emergence in the 
ad of the Harper Vest™, that singu- 
lar girth-concealing fashion state- 
ment that had Presidents Bush and 
Calderon seething with envy at last 
year’s Mexico summit. Were Harper 
still pals with Brian Mulroney, how- 
ever, the former PM might warn him 
off the shameless use of children as 
campaign props (even indirectly), 
which, as Mulroney learned, has a 
way of backfiring. 

One little bit of good news for 
Dion is that Harper seems particu- 
larly anxious to call the election in 
time to pre-empt this month's federal 
by-elections, which I’m guessing 
Tory polls are showing would not 
have been the disaster for the Lib- 
erals that the government had an- 
ticipated. And another spot of cheer 
for Dion is that some national polls 
show his party still very much in 
contention. 

But the odds for Dion are long at 


this point. He ranks third, behind 
even Jack Layton, in polls asking 
Canadians whom they would pre- 
fer as prime minister, just as the 
Liberal Party is now in third place 
in fundraising. As much as I would 
love to see Layton take advantage of 
the weaknesses of both larger par- 
ties and build a larger NDP pres- 
ence in Ottawa, a Dion-led Liberal 
collapse would also or even primar- 
ily result in a strengthened Tory 
caucus. 

It's now up to Dion to cultivate 
whatever populist flair lurks within- 
him and challenge Harper at every 
opportunity from a base of solid, vot- 
er-relevant economic policy. He must 
also make maximum use of popular 
lieutenants like Bob Rae and Michael 
Ignatieff to show Canadians what a 
new Liberal team would bring to Ot- 
tawa. A strong leader isn’t scared of 
his own people. 

Dion's leadership win defied ex- 
pectations, and now all that stands 
between us and a stronger Harper 
mandate is the hope that he can 
somehow do it again. 

inexileeverywhere@gmail.com 
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The Fear Of Losing Funding 


GUEST EXPERT MAURICE TOUGAS 

ONLY BRAVE SOULS ARE 

SEEN ATTENDING THE SAME 
PARTIES AS MEMBERS OF THE 
OPPOSITION 





. We called it the Fear Factor. 

We — ie., Alberta Liberal MLAs 
— found many Albertans were terri- 
fied to talk to members of the Offi- 
cial Opposition caucus. A lot of rural 
Albertans would rather be seen with 
Klansmen than with Liberals. 

What were they afraid of? You 
name it. 

They were afraid of losing their 
government contracts. 

They were afraid of losing funding 
for their pet project. 

They were just afraid of the Tories, 
period. 

Here’s an example, just one of 
many. 

A rural group came to Edmonton 
a while back to bend the ear of a 
minister. From there, they had made 
an appointment to talk to the corre- 
sponding Liberal critic (or “shadow 
minister,” as we so pompously start- 
ed to call ourselves when we thought 
we could form a government). While 
the critic’s office was in the Annex 
building (that wretched Soviet-style 
building that houses MLAs and staff) 
that was no more than a two-minute 


piss off. 

The Conservatives have convinced 
rural Albertans that a vote for a Tory 
is a vote for a playground, or a newly 
paved road, or a spiffy new govern- 
ment building. Many rural Alber- 
tans are convinced that if you were 
to elect a Liberal, funding for your 
town would disappear faster than 
arts funding from Stephen Harper. 

In order to give the impression that 
they are the only party out there, the 
Tories go to great lengths to mar- 
ginalize opposition MLAs, mostly 
by pretending they don’t exist. My 
favourite story of the Tories’ death 
grip on rural Alberta involves the 
Big Valley Jamboree down Camrose 
way, the Woodstock for the country 
crowd. 

We had never been invited to Big 
Valley, although our PC brethren 
were, as a matter of course. One 
year, to our shock, we received in- 
vitations. I didn’t go (camping and 
country music are as appealing a mix 
to me as ... well, | can’t think of a less 
appealing combination) but at least 
one of our MLAs did. He met with 
one of the organizers at a hospitality 
tent, who, mistaking him for a Tory, 
asked what he thought of the idea of 
actually inviting opposition MLAs 
Our guy, natura 
great idea, and 


ly, told him it was a 





hanked him. 


like inviting someone to a wedding, 
then changing your mind and tell- 
ing them they can't come because 
some of the other guests don't like 
them. I can only imagine what kind 
of pressure came to bear on this or- 
ganization to force them to actually 
go through the humiliating process 
of withdrawing invitations. (1 should 
say that, to the best of my knowl- 
edge, Edmonton's big-time organi- 
zations were very fair to opposition 
MLAs, frequently because we were 


the only ones who regularly showed | 


up at events.) 


As the 2007 election approached | 


and the government was shifting 
into full bully mode, many Tories 
began to ignore the professional 
courtesies that are part of the MLA’s 


unwritten code of conduct. Being | 


introduced at an event is a Big Deal 
to an MLA. If you go to a large din- 
ner or a major public event, and the 
MC does not recognize your pres- 
ence, you might as well not be there. 
Classier ministers always made sure 
to introduce even Alberta Liberals 
or New Democrat MLAs in an audi- 
ence. (I will always remember being 
introduced at .a public meeting by 
then-minister Yvonne Fritz shortly 
after I was elected.) Less classy min- 
isters — which is to say, most of them 
— would introduce their Tory breth- 





MANY RURAL ALBERTANS ARE CONVINCED THAT IF YOU WERE TO ELECT 
A LIBERAL, FUNDING FOR YOUR TOWN WOULD DISAPPEAR FASTER 
THAN ARTS FUNDING FROM STEPHEN HARPER. 





walk from the minister's office in the 
Legislature, the group insisted on 
meeting in the critic's constituency 
office some distance away. Why? 
They were afraid that the minister 
might see them walking over to the 
Annex to consort with the enemy. 
This was not an isolated incident. 
After nearly 40 years with the 
same party in power, the majority of 
people in this province have never 
experienced anything other than 
Conservative rule. The Tories have 
become so ingrained into the psyche 
of Albertans, particularly those in 
rural Alberta, that the Progressive 
Conservative Party and the Govern- 
ment of Alberta have become one 
and the same, a two-headed beast 
that giveth and taketh away, and one 
you most definitely do not want to 


We were never invited back. 

It's one thing to be not invited to 
an event, but it’s an entirely different 
thing to be de-invited to an event 

A while back, all MLAs were in- 
vited to a feedbag sponsored by an 
Alberta food producers’ group. It was 
to be held at the Old Timer’s Cabin, 
and was to feature a smorgasbord of 
Alberta-produced products, which 
means beef and beef related food- 
stuffs. 1 eagerly signed up for this 
one (note to readers: if you want an 
MLA to attend your event, promise 
food), as did a number of other Lib- 
eral MLAs. 

Some time later, a flunky from the 
organization phoned me to say that 
the invitation was a mistake, that op- 
position members were not invited, 
and that I should not come. This is 


ren (even when they weren't there), 
but ignore opposition MLAs 
Event MCs, often Tory bagmen or 


insiders in this town, often did the | 


same thing. 
Does this sound petty? To you, per- 


haps, it does. But to a politician who | 
depends on the goodwill of the voter | 
for his job, it’s a very big deal. Odd | 


as it may sound in this cynical age, 
it is still a big deal to many people to 
have an elected official show up at an 
event, and who didn’t show up is as 
important as who did. 

That's the life of a politician, rea- 
son #287 why I’m glad I’m out of it. 


This column is the last in a series 
of three commentaries on provincial 
affairs by former Edmonton- 
Meadowlark MLA Maurice Tougas. 
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DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 


425-2715 + www.ca-northab.org a book and ad 780 430 9003 


sensual&romantic <% 


ift baskets 


5 great gift ideas & more 


to satisfy every need... 


(: 780-721-7445 


www.secretpleasuresgifts.com 


{be apart of the action} 


free stuff: 
EVERY MIONDAY 


shanti yoga. 


offering classes in ashtanga, 
hatha, yin, parent & baby 
and prenatal yoga. 


AT SHANTI WE ARE DEDICATED TO 
PROVIDING A NURTURING ENVIRONMENT 
WHERE YOGA IS ACCESSIBLE TO ALL. 


PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
FOR FULL SCHEDULE 


new fall classes starting september. 
preregister for discover yoga and prenatal yoga 
TAKING REGISTRATIONS NOW. 


() SHANTI 


Sy YOGA STUDIO 
CREATE PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVE JOY 
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&é GIVING UP SMOKING IS THE EASIEST THING IN THE 
WORLD. | KNOW BECAUSE I’VE DONE IT THOUSANDS OF TIMES. 


— MARK TWAIN 





CROSSTALK » QUITTERS’ DIARY - BY FAWNDA MITHRUSH & ANDREW PAUL [1,675 words 


Giving Up Cigarettes: The Worst Idea Ever 


- 


The Long Drag Goodbye | Will it really be their last? We wonder... PHOTO BY MICHAEL TRAVERS 


TWO SEEOFFICEMATES QUIT 
SMOKING — AT THE SAME 
TIME. WILL THEY SURVIVE? 
PART ONE OF A SERIES 





With deadline fast approaching, and 
no communal budget left after the 
weekend's debauchery, SEE staffers 
Fawnda Mithrush and Andrew Paul 
decide to do something impossible 
(and probably idiotic, with a deadline 
looming): they're going to quit smok- 
ing. Today. At 2 p.m. When the last 
few of the last pack are gone. This 


is their diary. (Note: Fawnda and’ 


Andrew share a shoebox-sized of- 
fice workspace, so this experiment is 
being carried out within ridiculously 
close proximity.) 


MONDAY: I] A.M. 
Fawnda Mithrush: Three hours to 
go until cold. brutal turkey. None of 
that gum or patch crap (not that I 
have the $5 for a pack of Nicorette, 
anyway). I’m scared, Andrew. Mostly 
that I'll try scratching your eyes out 
around four o'clock. And then com- 
ing to the office tomorrow would just 
be so unpleasant. You know, with the 
bandages and all. But how are you 
feeling? 

Andrew Paul: | feel like going 
for a cigarette. I think it’s only right 


that I spend some quality time with 
my addiction before casting it to the 
wayside like an unloved child. The 
prospect of quitting cold turkey is 
certainly an ugly one. I’m sure we've 
both tried this before. I can already 
see how this is going to pan out — by 
tomorrow morning my nerves are 
going to be shot. You'll find me under 
our desk shaking with delirium tre- 
mens, clawing at my black lungs and 
cursing God. We are going to regret 
this. How did you start smoking? 
Fawnda: I’ve been on and off the 
sticks since I was a budding theatre 
kid in high school, then there was 
Uni, and travel — when I got addict- 
ed to those cheap, pretty little Euro 


* NO SMOKING 


FINE FOR VIOLATION 


my routine. And how black are your 
lungs, anyway? 

Andrew: Black as sin, I’m sure. | 
started smoking two years ago after 
I fell in with the wrong crowd in col- 
lege. | started smoking a tobacco pipe 
mainly for aesthetic effect, and by 
the time I graduated I left the halls of 
learning with an education and a rag- 
ing nicotine dependency. My friends 
asked me how long it would take to 
fill a mickey with my butts. I packed 
that thing full in a week and a half, 
and those were just the cigarettes 
I smoked on their patio — maybe a 
tenth of what I smoked in total dur- 
ing that time. I find that I smoke after 
any sort of chemical change in my 


have to agree that this idea is going 
to screw up my schedule — I organize 
my life around smoke breaks. 


MONDAY: 2:02 P.M. 

Fawnda: So it’s been two minutes 
since the last drag. You know, | don't 
feel so bad. Yet. Apparently we're 
supposed to be drinking a lot of wa- 
ter. Perhaps I can replace what would 
have been smoke breaks with runs to 
the toilet and sporadic bouts of sob- 
bing — we'll chalk it up to my ham- 
ster-sized bladder. That's the hardest 
part: not having those few minutes 
of escape from the office. Our re- 
ceptionist said something about 
taking “fresh air” breaks instead. 


ICAN ALREADY SEE HOW THIS IS GOING TO PAN OUT — BY TOMORROW MORNING MY NERVES 
ARE GOING TO BE SHOT. YOU'LL FIND ME UNDER OUR DESK SHAKING WITH DELIRIUM 
TREMENS, CLAWING AT MY BLACK LUNGS AND CURSING GOD. 


slims. | have a smoking cycle that's 
been turning for the past 10 years 
(sweet Lord, has it really been a de- 
cade since I was 167): I always start 
puffing around the Fringe, then quit 
after Halloween, start up again after 
the January bills come in, quit when 
the sun starts shining... so it goes ev- 
ery year, without fail. We are totally 
going to regret this. It messes with 
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body — after that first hit of caffeine 
in the morning, after | eat, during 
particularly stressful moments, and 
the mild moments too... Then come 
the cigarettes with drinks. I’ll smoke 
a pack in four hours if I have a steady 
supply of draught or a bottle of gin to 
egg me on. Then of course there's the 
good old post-coital puff that feels so 
good that I... well you get the point. I 


There's seems to be something lack- 
ing in that... Maybe the whole sooth- 
ing feelgood-ness part. And it just 
doesn't sound as cool. However will 
you cope, Andrew? 

Andrew: I've heard that it helps to 
substitute smoking with alternative 
behaviours. They say that a nicotine 
addiction is harder to kick than a junk 
habit, so maybe I'll give intravenous 





drug abuse a try. Okay, let's call that 
a distant plan C, but if I could shoot 
up nicotine, I’d spike my vein in a 
second. Who needs lungs anyway? 
They're really nothing more than 
sleazy middlemen getting between 
me and my nicotine high. Wow, it's 
a good thing we quit today — reading 
this gibberish makes me think that I 
almost had a serious problem. In all 
sincerity, I really don’t know how I’m 
going to cope. I’m filled with a sense 
of dread — maybe we should have 
boarded ourselves into a motel room 
with basic cable and a three-week 
supply of canned soup. How low have 
you stooped to get a fix? Have you 
ever smoked a butt off the ground 

— or worse, out of an ashtray? 
Fawnda: Um, no. I’ve tended to- 
ward the “classy smoker” thing: | 
even went through a phase where | 
smoked nothing but bidis and those 
godforsaken clove filters. Bleccch. 
I think the lowest I’ve stooped is 
stealing an unmanned pack sitting on 
the bar. In Korea. Yeah, I blended in 
real well there. But I assume you've 
gone so far as to smoke one off your 
friend’s ass-crack as a dare (or did | 
hear that from someone else?) — and 
now I'm reconsidering this whole 
“Let's do this with less than three 
QUITTING cont'd pg. 13 
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CITYLIVIN' PAINS IN THE ASS je3 words 


This Week In Annoying 





of 


MY TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 

THE TELEMARKETER WAS 
ONLY THE BEGINNING — THE 
WEEK GOT PROGRESSIVELY 
WORSE AFTER THAT 





I couldn't believe my freakin’ ears. I 
had only just finished politely declin- 
ing the stranger on the phone's invi- 
tation to subscribe to the Edmonton 
Journal at a special reduced rate 
when she turned around and sug- 
gested that I might appreciate hav- 
ing daily news delivered to my door 
about the looming avian flu pan- 
demic headed our way that has the 
potential to “economically blindside 
us” as SARS had done in Toronto 
earlier in the decade. 

I had a brief, ridiculous mental im- 
age of myself standing on my front 
porch in a surgical mask at 6 a.m. 
waiting for a Journal carrier to throw 
me my daily lifeline while all my 
non-subscribing neighbours with- 


ered in an informational vacuum 
Then I realized this was one me- 
dia conglomerate’s desperate bid to 
shore up the value of its increasingly 
obsolete print media holdings. Then 
I hung up. It was an annoying begin- 
ning to an annoying week, and the 
annoyance doesn’t look like it's going 
to let up anytime soon. 

The next annoyance came when 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, 
without really consulting me on the 
matter, put aside — or maybe the 
right word is “ignored” — the law 
about fixed election dates (you know, 
the one he championed to prevent 
sudden election calls based on politi- 


women's rights, Aboriginal rights, 
the arts, tax reform, Canada’s repu- 
tation abroad, government account- 
ability, etc., etc 

The only upside I can see is that 
he’s being forced to demean his ro- 
botic self in hokey, insincere cam 
paign ads designed to make him look 
superficially human, but this can't 
possibly offset the irritation of hav- 
ing to see him on television seven 
times an hour. 

Perhaps all this Canadian elec- 
tion fooferaw will be a welcome 
distraction from the interminable 
U.S. presidential election process, 
which fired up shortly after George 





CLEAR THE WAY FOR AN OCT. 14 FEDERAL ELECTION. THE 
THIRD IN FOUR YEARS, FOR THOSE WHO STOPPED COUNTING. 





cal expedience) to ask the Governor- 
General to dissolve Parliament and 
clear the way for an Oct. 14 feder- 
al election — the third one in four 
years, for those who stopped count- 
ing. Already hailed on all sides as 
“an election Canadians neither want 
nor need,” it would almost be a good 
enough reason to de-elect Harper if 
it weren't for his appalling record 
on the economy, the environment, 


W. Bush reclaimed the office back 
in 2005. But at least down there, it 
feels like an election of consequence. 
Where Canadians are struggling to 
remember the names of the leaders 
of the non-ruling parties, Americans 
— the 40 per cent that are likely to 
vote anyway — are engaged in a 
full-on Manichaean battle for the 
soul of the nation. Who will prevail 
— Whacky P. O’Doubleyou, the Ar- 


izona senator who would happily eat 
his own balls to get elected (and has 
metaphorically done so on numer- 
ous occasions), or Barack “Rhymes 
With Osama” Obama, the Illinois 
senator who can't possibly live up 
to the expectations that have grown 
up around him? Maybe in days like 
these, it’s enough to hope that things 
aren't going to get inestimably worse 
The introduction of Alaskan gov- 
ernor Sarah Palin to the McCain 
ticket, while a transparent move to 
pander to female voters, nutjob so- 
cial conservatives, and MILF-lovers 
alike, only compounded the dread 
implicit in the prospect of another 
Republican administration, it’s given 
TV’s late-night faux-pundits a fresh 
wellspring for hilarious material 

I'd be a lot more cheered-up by the 
upturn in political comedy if I hadn't 
just realized I might actually have 
to start paying for it. It seems our 
American friends’ conyersion to dig- 
ital TV from analog will precipitate 
the demise of the hallowed tradition 
known as PeasantVision. Starting 
in 2009, Americans will have to pur- 
chase digital televisions or procure a 
converter for their older analog sets 
to receive digital signals, with Cana- 
da set to follow suit in August 2011. 


As one who has gotten by for 20 
years on rabbit ears and fuzzy re- 
ception to watch The Simpsons and 
hockey, I’m appalled that I will have 
to subscribe to the multichannel 
omniverse just to pull down the 
three or four channels | could actual 
ly be bothered to watch once or twice 
a week. The official explanation is 
that it will free up the airwaves for 
wireless broadband and emergency 
frequencies, but digital rights advo- 
cates, who are always good for acon- 
spiracy theory, claim there are lots 
of things that could be done on the 
provider end to free up bandwidth 
that don’t entail making everyone 
upgrade their gear. They claim that 
this is really The Entertainment 
Lobby’s way of controlling how us- 
ers access content by dictating what 
technology they can use, a control 
that has been impossible to impose 
on the anarchic Internet. 

But who cares, right? It’s a done 
deal, just like our federal election 
that everyone seems to agree we nei- 
ther want nor need and which the 
PM himself admitted will most likely 
return a minority government to 
power. The really annoying part is 
that this is just an annoying harbin- 
ger of many annoying weeks ahead. 








QUITTING (cont’d from pg. 12) 


metres’ proximity from each other” 
thing. Do you smell that? | think it 
might be the toxins coming off your 
skin. Or mine. Perhaps this space 
heater is on too high. You're lookin a 
little pale there, Superman. Now I’m 
going for my afternoon caffeine, and 
there shall be no nic-fix. Ugh. This is 
brutal already. It’s only 3:32. 

Andrew: For the record, when | 
cultivate my tumors | insist on us- 
ing fresh cigarettes only — | have 
my health to worry about. | think 
that just means my fear of herpes is 
greater than my fear of malignant 
tumors. There's no shame in cancer, 
but it’s a different, uglier trip walk- 
ing around with open lesions on your 
face. Tell you what: if you catch me 
relapsing, I'll smoke a cigarette out 
of the dirtiest ass-crack you can find. 
Speaking of dirty ass-cracks, do you 
give beggars cigarettes or are you 
above that too? 

Fawnda: Listen, you holier-than- 
thou “heavy” smoker, getting all sar- 
castic is not going to make this any 
easier. We're supposedly looking for- 
ward to between two and four weeks 
of nastiness — dizziness, irritability, 
and nasal drip — and we're going to 
have to stomach it within this shoe- 
box. This is just day fucking one. 
Apparently without heat. Dammit, 
this space heater smells terrible. Or 
perhaps I’m about to have a seizure. 
Guh, here comes the panic. And the 
munchies. We have to make sure we 
don’t get fat from this, Andrew. 


MONDAY: 4:30 P.M. 
Andrew: The panic is the worst. It 
comes from somewhere dark and 
terrible inside, and it makes people 
do crazy things. I can feel it creeping 
up my spine like an army of spectral 
ants making their way into my brain 
In a few hours, the only thing I'll be 
able to think about is the proverbial 
fix. Fawnda, I’m scared. Hold me. 
Fawnda: Dear, sweet Andrew. We'll 
get through. It’s almost 5 — time for 
a nap and a fresh air break. Really, 
I'd hold you, but I think that might 
weird out Paul Matwychuk. I’m sur- 
prisingly calm. | think my body may 
be going into shock from the sudden 
influx of oxygen. Please don't fall 
asleep under the desk. Tornorrow 
will be a better day. (Really, who the 
hell am I kidding there? ) 


TUESDAY: 2:52 P.M. 

Andrew: It’s been 24 hours and 52 
minutes with out a single microgram 
of nicotine. | went straight to bed 
last night after work because | knew 
I couldn't hold out if I remained con- 
scious. I slept for 13 freaking hours. 
I'm having second thoughts about 
this idea. If I ever become a non- 
smoker, I’m going to be a hermit 
with no social life. And | don’t think 
I could handle that. Guess what else | 
can't handle, Fawnda? 

Fawnda: Uh, not having any ciga- 
rettes? Trust me, I’m having the 
worst day of my freaking life. Be- 
tween haphazardly plugging through 
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the busiest month I’ve ever had, I’m 
constantly battling sweet memories 
of my jittering nic-buzz. | didn’t 
sleep a damn wink last night. I can’t 
breathe, Andrew. And we've com- 
mitted to doing this in public. Jesus. 
1 think... I think I might die. Or go 
banshee-style shitcrazy squealing 
straight out this second storey win- 
dow. 

Andrew: If you jump, drag me 
down with you — it will be for the 
best. Chances are that I’d crack my 
head open on an ashtray — how iron- 
ic would that be? Anyway, you're 
beginning to sound a little desperate, 
and my brain feels like it’s trapped 
in a high-speed spin cycle of some 
kind. | have the attention span of a 
dyslexic speed freak right now. What 
do you think our chances of making 
it through the week are? I give us a 
generous 30 per cent. 

Fawnda: Hell, if | make it through 
tomorrow, I'd be very surprised. For 
the love of God, why did we have to 
quit on a Monday? I'd give us a 12 per 
cent chance. I'm not feeling too con- 
fident about it. | need a pep talk. Why 
oh why are we doing this again? 

Andrew: For our health, sweet 
Fawnda. For our health. 


Will they make it through the 
week? Will they flee the office and 
sneak a drag? Will they kill each 
other, or conspire to kill someone 
else? Check back next week to find 
out if it gets any easier. 


Modern & Jazz Dance Classes 
- Choreography & Performance 


For more information about 
class schedules and registration: 


Visit Our Website! 
www.uofaorchesis.org 


or contact; 

Orchesis Dance Group Director 
Tamara Bliss 

Phone: 492-0770 
tamara.bliss@ualberta.ca 
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Join our team as a hands-on Kitchen Manager. 
Showcase your culinary talents and direct all 
aspects of kitchen operations including food 
preparation, purchasing, inventory control 
and managing staff. You must have a baking 
and/or cooking background. Salary grid 
starts at $40K+ with a generous benefits 
package and a hefty staff discount. 


We're also looking for Deli Staff 
and Cooks/Bakers — generous 
starting salary (daytime shifts only). 
Please send your resumé to 
careers@planetorganic.ca 

For more information about 
Planet Organic Market, please 
visit www.planetorganic.ca 
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DINING - LEBANESE - BY SCOTT LINGLEY |665 words 


Pita The Great 


THE SULTAN PALACE MIGHT 
NOT BE BUSY FOR LUNCH, SO 
TAKE ALL YOUR FRIENDS. 
THERE'LL BE PLENTY OF FOOD 
TO GO’ROUND 





THE SULTAN PALACE RESTAURANT 
JOT-109 St, 969-9998 





I don’t know if The Sultan Palace 
Restaurant is an overlooked gem on 
our city’s Middle Eastern restaurant 
scene, but it was certainly being over- 
looked the last time I went there for 
lunch. At 1 p.m. or so, there wasn't a 
soul in there except for the sad-eyed, 
slightly grizzled server sitting on the 
ledge of the big picture window who 
assured me they were, in fact, open. 

I'd visited plenty of times before 
when I worked nearby and noticed 
that they must have abandoned their 
daily lunch buffet, as there was no 
sign of chafing dishes or stacked 
plates or customers gorging them- 
selves on garlicky chicken, pilaf, 
stewed vegetables, and pita. All the 
same, I knew that they'd serve me 
up a decent Lebanese repast and I 
didn’t hesitate to take my seat beside 
a decorative fountain choked with 
faux foliage and semi-deflated party 
balloons. 

Having dabbled in the menu a bit, I 
wanted to try something I’d never or- 
dered before, so I seized on the shish 
tawook platter ($13.95), a prepara- 
tion that actually takes its name 


ay 


You've Passed It A Zillion Times | Nestled ina comer on 109th is one of Edmonton's sweetest Mediterranean secrets. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


from Turkish and describes chicken 
on a skewer. This is not to be con- 
fused with shawarma, the pervasive 
Lebanese dish of chicken (or beef) 
turned ona big spit, donair-style, and 
shaved off with a big honking knife. 

Strangely, I felt a little awkward as 
the only customer and did my best to 
avert my eyes from the server, who 
kept himself busy wandering around 
the restaurant, looking at the pic- 
tures on the wall like he’d never seen 
them before, and helping out in the 
kitchen. 

Fairuz, the Lebanese chanteuse 
whose longevity and unique ability to 
channel her nation’s pain into song 
turned her into a national icon, is- 
sued from the house sound system. 

The room was faintly redolent of 
shisha, the fruit-flavoured tobacco 
smoked in coal-fired waterpipes — 
apple is an especially popular flayour 
— that the restaurant offers for $10 
a pop. While some would have you 
believe that shisha-smoking is safer 
than cigarettes, it isn't really. It’s 
rather tastier than cigarette tobacco, 
though. 

First out of the kitchen was a bas- 
ket of warm pita encased in plastic to 
keep it fresh. Next came the platter 
itself and, as expected, it looked like 
a lot more food than I could eat on 
my own. 

There was a sizable portion of 
succulent chicken cubes, marinated 
in paprika, vinegar, and garlic and 


JHE SULTAN PALACE 
ciiiai sed conia 


wt DITERRANLAN cart 





grilled to a golden brown — they 
didn't appear to have been skewered, 
but this had no impact on the taste. 
The meat was surrounded by the 
necessary ingredients for stuffing 
a pita — shredded lettuce, chopped 
parsley tossed with thin slices of on- 
ion and red pepper spears, magenta 
slabs of pickled turnip, hand-cut 
French fries, and a paper cup filled 
with toum, an intense garlic sauce 
made with lemon and olive oil. 

And stuff pitas I did. I fashioned 
four big pocket sandwiches from the 
food available to me and savoured ev- 
ery bite of tangy chicken surrounded 
by warm, soft bread and some of 
its closest associates. A little toum 


~ goes a long way, and the chicken was 


moist enough that it didn’t need a lot 
of sauce. 3 

The food was so delicious there 
was no way | was leaving any of it 
behind, so I made one last sandwich 
out of the remaining ingredients and 
popped it into a plastic bag to enjoy 
later. This is my way of saying you 
might want to take someone with you 
if you're going to sample The Sultan 
Palace’s shish tawook plate, because 
there will certainly be enough for 
both of you, and it’s awfully nice to 
share. It's also awfully nice that The 
Sultan Palace has weathered the oc- 
casional indifference of area diners 
over the past couple of years and 
continues to turn out dependable, 
authentic Lebanese fare. 
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INBIING R RUM : BY MELISSA PRIESTLEY (51 words 


What Do You Do With A Drunken Sailor? 


BEC (ee) 


Sper Ties cape Homebuy eel you. Excellent rum also comes from Jamaica, Tina, el 


Guyana. PHOTO BY MELISSA PRIESTLEY 


GIVE THEM MORE RUM. AND 
MAKE SURE THAT HAT IS ON 
TIGHT — IT’S BOUND TO FALL 
OFF WITH ALL THAT SUGAR 
AROUND 





Rum is a party drink, one that con- 
jures up images of white sand beach- 
es and turquoise waters . . . or at 
least of jubilant drunkenness in the 
frigid north (as opposed to the angry 
parking-lot brawls that rye tends to 
inspire). 

This colourful spirit has a colour- 
ful history — rum hails from the 





great sugar-producing areas of the 
Caribbean and South America. It 
was both fuel-and fire for colonial 
turmoil, piracy, and other swash- 
buckling affairs that now provide 
fodder for mediocre Johnny Depp 
movies. Nowadays, rum’s popularity 
has gone global, but the majority of 
it is still produced around its tradi- 
tional Caribbean homes of Jamaica, 
Cuba, Trinidad, and Guyana 

The first step in making rum is 
to ferment of a mixture of water, 
yeast, and sugar cane or molasses. 


This liquid, called a “wash,” is then 


distilled several times in copper pot 
stills — the same type of still used to 
make whisky and brandy. The result 
ing spirit is clear; golden and dark 
rums acquire their colour after being 
aged in charred oak barrels. Since 
rum matures-quickly in the hot Ca- 
ribbean climate, most rums are aged 
between just one and five years. The 
bottle’s age statement, if there is one 
on the label, 
youngest rum in the blend. However. 


usually indicates the 


there is a trend towards longer aging 
in all spirits — age is perceived as a 
marker of higher quality, often in- 
correctly. (Just because someone is 
older doesn’t necessarily mean they 
are wiser, right?) 





White rums, on'the other hand, are 
typically made in patent stills using 
the process of continuous distilla- 
tion, the same method used to make 
vodka. The wash is pumped into one 


spirit — but also one that lacks char 
acter and flavour 


There are 


rum 


a few main styles of 


amaica rum, Demerara, am 


ber, white, and rhum agricole. Jamai 
also known as “Navy” 


ca rum rum, 


is heavy, concentrated, and blacker 
than the soul of an emo kid. Since 
th century, 


the mid-2¢ this style of 


rum has become decidedly unpopu- 
lar; the masses prefer lighter, more 


mixable rums. Try them if you want 





something deep and dark — the Ja- 
maica-style rums from Angostura or 
Gosling’s are good choices 

Demerara rum originates from 
Guyana. It is made from molasses 
and has a golden colour with a strong, 
fruity taste. Like Jamaica rum, it 


is less popular these days, though | 





find it makes the best rum and coke 


— Demerara’s sweetness marries 


well with cola’s sugar. As well, recent 


ray McDavid and Bruichladdich 
The category of white/light rums 


encompasses two styles that were 


developed in Cuba under a name 
synonymous with rum: Bacardi. In 
1862, Facunado Bacardi, a Spanish 


immigrant to Cuba, established a dis- 
tillery. His white and golden Cuban 
style rums quickly became popular 
Though the company left Cuba after 
the Cuban Revolution, the company 
has established distilleries through- 


out the world, to the point where 





Bacardi has become the biggest-sell- 
ing international spirit brand in the 
world 

White rum is designed purely for 
mixing, as most lack any character 
other than vague sweetness and alco- 
hol burn. Still, like Switzerland, their 
neutrality makes white rams innocu- 
ous to most when served in a mixed 


drink (think mojitos). Try the whites 


a 


WHITE RUM IS DESIGNED PUREL 
OTHER THAN VAG 
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half of the still (basically a metal 
column), where it is vaporized, then 
pumped into another column where 
it is rectified to the proper alcoholic 
strength. This method supposedly 
produces a cleaner, more neutral 


years have seen the rise of several su 
perior-quality, long-aged Demeraras 
(up to 15 years old). These are some 
of the best rums out there — check 
out the ones from €l Dorado, or the 
Scotland-based companies of Mur- 
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Bemonton's Original Pitsws Stutilo, et 12VS 
43 Week Fall Group Session 
Begins September 15, 2008 


i Day and evening classes offered 
“Nebbork. Worda Ghair and Reformer classes for all levels 


780-433-4875 
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“ ion! 
fun, fetish, fashion” Www wareandwear.com 


AVAILABLE ON THE WEB 
OR AT THE 
NAUGHTY BUT NICE SHOWS 

IN WESTERN CANADA 


RETAIL LOCATIONS WELCOME CONTACT DEW @ 446-1478 


WARE’S & WEAR VENTURES 


Saturday September La Zoos 
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The Starlite Room 


10030 - 102 st 
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from Flor de Cana or €l Dorado 
Light rum, 
ranges in hue from pale yellow to 


also called “amber,” 


very dark. This category encom- 
passes most rums on the market, 
and therefore the quality level var- 
ies from lowly and mass-produced 
to lofty and ultra-premium. Try the 
ambers from Pyrat, Matusalem, and 
Mount Gay. 

Rhum agricole, as you may have 
guessed, is produced on French-influ- 
enced islands, especially Martinique, 
Haiti, and Grenada. It is made from 
fermented sugar cane juice instead 
of straight sugar cane, so it is lighter 
and fruitier than typical rums. Look 
for “AOC” on the label as a guarantee 
of authenticity. 

Cachaga also merits a mention 
here, even though it isn’t true rum. 
Made from cane juice and some- 
times corn distillate, Cachaga is pro- 
duced almost exclusively in Brazil. 
It has distinct aromas and flavours 
of sugar cane and a fiery burn (the 
name, in fact, means “burning wa- 
ter”). It already enjoys immense 
fame throughout Brazil — it is the 
basis of Brazil's national drink, the 
Caipirinha — and is gaining popular- 


_ity in North America. 
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find one-of-a-kind treasures from over 
thirty-five of canada’s brightest urban 


artisans and designers. 

make it fuses indie shopping with live 
music to create a dynamic, upbeat 
experience. there will be something for 
everybody from fashion accessories, 
clothing, baby items, art and jewelry. 
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Dove Laboucan | Fashion Student at Marvel College 
BY ANDREW PAUL 


My Look: A woman of many tastes... and belts. 

Hair: | do my own hair. 

Wearing: My fantastic red boots are from my friend Liz— she bought them on E-bay. My jeans 
are from Cheap Monday. My leather belt came from my friend Adrian, and the canvas one | 
acquired when | bought a different pair of jeans — l'can’t remember where from. My jacket is 
O'Neill, and | couldn't tell you where my shirt is from] made my earrings myself. The plercing In 
my nose was done at Catz Tatz in Nelson, B.C. 

Into: | create custom clothesand do costume work, and lately | hang out at New City a lot. 
Want to be in My Look? Send your photo to style@see.greatwest.ca. 
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Sminutes 


When did you start playing soccer? 

I've basically played it my whole life. When 
| was crawling, | had a ball at my hands.| 
started playing organized soccer when | was 
about five or six, like most people. For as 
long as | can remember I've always been on 
a team. |'m 30 now. 


When did you get into coaching? 
Right after high school. Coaching at my old 
high school was basically my first gig. 


What are some of your accomplish- 
ments as a player and a coach? 
As a player, I've taken home numerous pro- 





Sergio Teixeira:| NAIT Women's Soccer Coach 
PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 
Q&As WITH EDMONTONIANS BY ANDREW PAUL 


vincial medals. As a coach, most recently, | 
won last year's Western Canada Games gold 
medal with the U-16 provincial team. 


How would you describe the coach's role 
onthe team? 
I'm a facilitator, | try to get everyone to play 





You need players that are going to battle for 
you and who are going to get along because 
the season is far too short. 


How do you deal with difficult or unruly 
players on your team? 

The beauty of being a coach is that you get 
to select who you get, so if by chance you do 
get a difficult player, there's still a reason why 
they're there. 


How does the NAIT team look this 
year? 

We have a great group of women this year 
and they have no attitude whatsoever; 
they're just ready to battle. 


What’s the trickiest part of your job? 
Time. We selected our team last week 
and already we're preparing for our first 
game this weekend. There's such a time 
crunch 


Can you pinpoint the worst moment of 
your soccer career? 

No, just injuries. That's why | got into coach- 
ing as opposed to continuing really playing. | 
have really bad ankles and they just wouldn't 
stop. 


How is Edmonton’s soccer scene these 
days? 

It’s excellent, absolutely excellent, | was with 
the provincial program for the last six years, 
so | was working with the top athletes in the 
province and Edmonton soccer is in very good 
shape. We have some excellent kids coming 
up through the ranks, and there are a lot of 
quality players in the city. - 


to their strengths and put them into a cohe- 
sive unit, 


What do you look for in a player during 
tryouts? 
Athletic ability, leadership, technical ability, 


and absolutely you have to be a team player. % 
Fa 








DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 
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MOBILE 
DOWNLOADS 


1) | Kissed A Girl, 
Katy Perry 
Just Dance, 
Lady GaGa 
Disturbia, 
Rihanna 
When | Grow Up, 
The Pussycat Dolls 
A Mili, 
Lil Wayne 
Lollipop, 
Lil Wayne 
Crazy Bitch, 
Buckcherry 
Dangerous, 
Kardinal Offishall 
Got Money 
Lil Wayne 


In the Ayer, 
Flo Rida 
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HOT 
TO 4781 
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THE EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL. 


PUBLICAR T 


___—s 





CALL TO ARTISTS: 


FRED BROADSTOCK LEISURE CENTRE 

The Edmonton Arts Council, on behalf of the City of Edmonton, invites all 
Canadian and intemational artists to submit proposals for a public artwork 
at Fred Broadstock Leisure Centre. The artwork proposal should reflect 
relevance to contemporary art practices. This open competition is held in 
accordance with the City of Edmonton policy “Percent for Art to Provide 
and Encourage Art in Public Areas” (C458B). 


Budget: $40,000 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 
Deadline for Submissions: 4:30 PM Tuesday, October 28th, 2008 
installation: August 1, 2009 


CALL TO ARTISTS: 

ALBERTA AVENUE STREETSCAPE IMAGES 

The Alberta Avenue (118 Ave.) Streetscape Images public art competition 
is open to visual artists who reside in one of our three westem Canadian 
provinces (British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan). It will be held in 
accordance with the City of Edmonton policy “Percent for Art to Provide 
and Encourage Art in Public Areas”. 


Budget: $2000 per image (maximum of five images per artist) CAD 
(maximum, all inclusive) 

Deadline for Submissions: 4:30 PM, Tuesday, October 28th, 2008 

Installation: May 2009 


An information package, including an entry form and terms of the 
competition, can be downloaded from our website at: 
www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart 


EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL 
780-424-2787 
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EVENTS 


2008SUMMER WRAP-UP EVENT MACDOUGAL PARK 
AREA, SEP. 13 Soccer, basketball, volleyball teams and 
individuals welcome o enter. To register or for more info 
contact Multicultural Youth Leaders Cooperative at mylc@ 
googlegroups.com or call 780-690-5599. 

COMPETITIVE DANCE SPORT GALA UKRAINIAN CENTRE, 
SEP. 13 Gala and fundraiser. Proceeds from this event will go 
toward the cost of sending local competitors to the 15th An- 
qual Grand Ball competition in Richmond, BCin November. 
Tickets are available at Tix on the Square. 
DESIGN IN A COLD CLIMATE LECTURE SERIES | 
MACEWAN DOWNTOWN CAMPUS, SEP. 17 Featuring Florian 
Maurer- Allen and Maurer Architects Ltd., Vancouver. Doors 
at 6:45 p.m. Tickets at the door. $5M.A.D.E. member - $10 
non-members. Reception to follow. 

EDMONTON POETRY FESTIVAL VARIOUS LOCATIONS 
DOWNTOWN, SEP. 11-13, Several poets gather to celebrate 
their craft. Info at www.edmontonpoetryfestival.com. 
EDMONTON WEAVERS’ GUILD OPEN HOUSE STRATH- 
CONA COMMUNITY LEAGUE, SEP. 13, 9 A.M. -2P.M. Hands-on 
weaving and spinning demonstrations, free draws, displays 
and class registration. For info call 780-986-1067. 
HARVEST MOON CELEBRATION RIVER CREERESORTAND | 
CASINO, SEP. 13, 7PM. Featuring Annabelle Louie. Tickets 
through www.ticketmaster.ca or charge by phone (780) 
451-8000. 

PECHA KUCHA 2 TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS, SEP. I, 6:30 PM. 
Anight for designers to meet, network, and discuss their 
projects. Tickets $5 at the door. 

RED COATS FOR KIDS SUPPORTING KIDS WITH 
CANCER SOCIETY STURGEON VALLEY GOLF CLUB, SEP. 12 
Registration at 7 a.m. Texas scramble shotgun start at 8 
a.m. Includes 18 holes of golf, fleece jacket, lunch, supper, 
silent auction and lots of prizes. Contact Greg Baird at 
780-458-7700 or Rick Hawkins at 780-664-3046 formore == | 
information. 

STORY SLAM BLUE CHAIR CAFE, SEP 17 Sign-up 7 p.m. 
First ten writers only, allotted five minutes each. Info at | 
thebunkerprojects@hotmail.com. 

SUPERWALK FOR PARKINSON'S 2008 RUNDLE PARK, 
SEP. 3 The Parkinson's Society of Alberta's main fundraising 
event. Event starts @ 10:30 a.m. Registration @ 8:30 a.m. 
BBQ and prizes to follow. For more info, call the Parkinson's 
Society of Alberta at 482-8993. 

TRANSIT CENTENNIAL WEEK CHURCHILL SQUARE, SEP. 
12-20 Various events to commemorate 100 years of public 
transit in the city of Edmonton including live music, historic 
trolley and bus tours and much more. 


MEETINGS 


ACOA EVERY MON, INCLUDING HOLIDAYS, 7:30 PM. BSMT, 
BRAESIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, #6 BERNARD DR,, ST. 
ALBERT, CORNER OF BISHOP ST. & SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL 
AVE. USE NORTH ENTRANCE. Twelve-step support program 
for adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families. 
ALBERTA ENTREPRENEURS ASSOCIATION 3RD TUE 
EVERY MONTH, 5:30-9 PM. THE FACULTY CLUB, 11435 SASK 
DR. Guest speakers address topics of interest to burgeoning 
business folk, and allow for networking opportuities, Pre- 
register at www.aea.ab.ca. 

CREATING A LOCAL LIVING ECONOMY IN EDMONTON 
THE VILLAGE LIFESTYLES, 10429 -79 AVE., AUG 18, 7-9:30 
PM. Jessie Radies from Keep Edmonton Original will speak 
on the importance of local business to the economy and 
community where they operate. Admission by donation, for 
info call 780-435-5683. 

CINE-CLUB D'EDMONTON IST MON EVERY MONTH, 7PM. 
AUDITORIUM DU CAMPUS SAINT-JEAN, U OF A Donations 
accepted at the door. 

EDMONTON NATURE CLUB MONTHLY MEETINGS, ROYAL 
ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 102 AVE. A informative monthly 
meetings with guest speakers. Info: Mark, 780-430-7134 or 
Mreine@telusplanet.net. 

FORWARD THINKERS TOASTMASTERS CLUB TUE, 7PM. | 
STRATHCONA COUNTY BUILDING, 2001 SHERWOOD DRIVE, 
SHERWOOD PARK. Build self-confidence and communica- 
tions skills Info: 780-922-3835. 

FRENCH CONVERSATION THU, ALLIANCE FRANCAISE, 
#202, 8627 RUE MARIE-ANNE GABOURY. Info: Godfrey, 

, 780-469-0399. 

“THE FUN OF ECONOMICS THE VILLAGE LIFESTYLES, 10429 
-79 AVE, AUG 19, 7-9:30 PM. Mark Anielski author of the 
Economics of Happiness will be presenting on the in and 
outs of economics, our economy and how we fit into the 
whole world banking system. Admission by donation, for 
info call 780-435-5683. 

HIP MAMAS MEET-UP Young mothers and their babies 
meet several times a week. Free tojoin, plenty of friends to_ 
be made. Info: hipmama.meetup.com/151/. | 
ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB2ND THU EVERY MONTH, 8 PM, 
WOODY’'S, 2ND FL, 11723 JASPER AVE. Cross-dressers, trans- 
sexuals, friends, and supporters meet. Info: 780-387-3343 or 
groups. yahoo.com/group/edmonton illusions. 

IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB 2ND AND 4TH THU EV- 

ERY MONTH, 8 PM. SEP-MAY. PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL, 10860 57 AVE. Presentations, speakers, workshops, 
outings, monthly and year-end competitions. Photographic 
enthusiasts of all levels welcome. Info: www.imagesab.com 
or Sheila, 780-469-9776; Mufty, 780-452-6224, 
INNOVATORS’ NETWORKING CLUB TUE, 11:30 AM-1 PM. 
CAFE SELECT SOUTH, 109 ST. 84 AVE. Business networking 
group, mixer, and club membership drive. Info: Dwayne, 
780-463-6240 or dwaynebh@bhaken.ca. 








MKP MENS GROUP EVERY MON, 7PM. Men's meeting and 
initiation. Info: www.mkp.org or Garrett, 780-452-5107. 
N’ORATORS TOASTMASTERS CLUB WED, 7-8:45 PM. 
LONDONDERRY PUBLIC LIBRARY, LONDONDERRY MALL, 137 
AVE. 66 ST. Leam to speak clearly and with confidence in a 
supportive group. Info: www.norators.com. 

NORWOOD TOASTMASTERS CLUB THU, 8-10 PM. 10425 


| KINGSWAY AVE. Improve public speaking and communica- 


tions skills ina fun and educational environment. Info: 
780-456-3934 or www.norwoodtoastmasters.org. 

POWER SPEAKERS TOASTMASTERS CLUB WED 7-9 PM. 
GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE CENTRE FOR THE ARTS, RM 437 
Learn to speak with confidence in a supportive environment, 
Info: 780-732-0693 or www.powerspeakers.ca. 

SUPPORT GROUP FOR WOMEN'S ISSUES Weekly 
drop-in meetings, providing resources and information on 
self-esteem, mental health, and employment. Men welcome 
to attend. Info: 780-496-5930. 

TOURETTE SYNDROME SUPPORT 1ST WED EVERY 


MONTH (OCT-JUNE), 7PM. ACADEMY OF KING EDWARD, 8525 


11ST, NORTH DOOR. Meeting for TS adults and parents of 


| TSkids. Info: 1-866-824-9764. 


UPWARD BOUND TOASTMASTERS CLUB WED, 7-8:30 
PM. RM 601, NORQUEST COLLEGE, 10215 108 ST. improve 
listening, speaking, and overall communication skills. Info: 
Roger 780-454-3720, Theresa 780-488-4098, or adamstk@ 
telus.net. 

WEST-END TOASTMASTER CLUB TUE, 6:45-9 PM. JAS- 
PER PLACE LIBRARY, 9010 156 ST. Friendly environment of 
personal progress and mutual support. Info: 780-495-5424, 
WOW-WIRED ON WORDS SUN, 1] AM-1:15 PM. THREE 
BANANAS CAFE, CHURCHILL SQUARE An eclectic creative 
writing group welcoming both professional and amateur 
writers, Suggested donation $10. Monthly meetings. info: 
bewell.2008@gmail.com. 


| YOUNG COMMUNIST LEAGUE 2ND FRI EVERY MONTH, 


5PM. REMEDY CAFE, 8631 109 ST. For discussion topics 
and suggested readings go to www.facebook.com/group. 


| phpgid=3559215104. 


HEALTH & 
WELLNESS 


CANADIAN NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 11205101 ST, 
Arange of services for members of the Native community, 
low cost or free beds, housing and clothing referrals. Info: 


| 780-479-1999, 


‘CLUB LULU LULULEMON, 10544 82 AVE. Weekly activities to 
get you moving. Info: www.lululemon.com, 780-435-9363 or 


| whyte-community@lululemon.com. 
| COMMUNITY WEIGHT-LOSS CHALLENGE VARIOUS 


LOCATIONS 6-week course on dieting and active lifestyles. 
Info: Carla, 780-966-0185. 
CONSTELLATION EVERY IST & 3RD WED, 7PM. 10431 37 


| AVE. Aunique healing process, transforming past burdens 


into positive affirmations. Info: 780-967-9162 or constel- 
lationcurrents.ca. 

FREE YOGA CLASS EVERY SUN, 6-7 PM, LULULEMON 
ATHLETICA KINGSWAY Alllevels welcome, new styles each 
week, mats provided. Info: 780-471-1200 or kingswaygar- 
den-community@lululemon.com. 


GENTLE YOGA RADHA YOGA 9946 87 AVE. Weekly classes | 


insmall group settings. Sunday Satsang (by donation). Call 
for schedule and fees. Info: 780-432-3363 or www.radha.org. 


| LIVING POSITIVE TUE, 7-9 PM. SUITE 50, 9912 106 ST. 
| Confidential space where POZ people can discuss and 


share common issues of concer. A peer-driven AIDS service 
organization, providing direct support to people living with 
HIVin Alberta. Info: 780-488-5768 or edmlivingpositive.ca. 
LOTUS SOUL GYM YOGA STUDIO 10518 82 AVE. Multidis- 
ciplinary yoga studio offering drop-in and registered classes 
in hatha, vinyasa flow, Pilates, yoga for runners, pre-natal, 
post-natal, mommy & me, and partner workshops. All levels 
welcome. Info: www.lotussoulgym.com, 780-434-9642 or 
info@lotussoulgym.com. 

MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION 3RD & 4TH SAT EVERY 


| MONTH, 9A.M.-5PM. FACULTE SAINT-JEAN, 8406 91'T., RM 


318. An organization for the emancipation and autonomy 
of African women, providing programs on economy, com- 
munity health, training on HIV-AIDS prevention, treatment, 
and harm reduction. French, English and African languages. 
Admission free for members, membership $10. Info: 
780-490-7332. 

MEDITATION AND BUDDHIST TEACHINGS GADEN 
SAMTEN LING TIBETAN BUDDHIST MEDITATION SOCIETY, 
11403101 ST. Meditation and Buddhist teachings by 
resident teacher, Tibetan Buddhist monk Kushok Lobsang 
Dhamchoe. Beginners Tue 7 pm. Intermediate Wed 7 pm. 


| Advanced practices Sun 11 am. Info: 780-479-0014 or www. 


gadensamtenling.org. 

MS ACTIVE NOW #150, 940550 ST, Recreation and physical 
wellness programs. Info: 780-471-3034. 

RADHA YOGA VARIOUS LOCATIONS Classes include gentle 
hatha, hidden language/reflective hatha, dream yoga, 
kundalini/power of choice and meditation. Info: 780-432- 
3363, class dates at www.radha.org/edmonton. 

RAJA YOGA MEDITATION #208, 10132 105 5T. Inassocia- 
tion with Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual Organization. 
Info: www.bkwsu.org or 780-425-1050. 

RESTORATIVE YOGA MON-THU BY APPOINTMENT. 10355 
105 ST. Learn restorative, vinysa yoga, and pilates for 
individuals and small groups. Eight class card pass for $64. 
Info: 780-478-3713. 

RIVER VALLEY RUNNERS TUE & THU, 5:15-6:45 P.M. 
RIVERDALE COMMUNITY HALL, 9231 100 AVE. Coached train- 
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ing for running on Edmonton's extensive river valley trails, 
includes warm up and cooldown. Info: www.rivervalleyrun- 
ners.net or 780-447-1909. 

TOPS: TAKE OFF POUNDS SENSIBLY THU, 6:30-7:30 
PM. ALLENDALE COMMUNITY LEAGUE, 6330 105A ST. Weight 
loss support and information. First meetings free. Inio: 
TOPS4990@hotmaiL.com. 

TRANQUILITY MEDITATION & BUDDHIST PRACTICE 
WED, 7PM, 10502 70 AVE. Tibetan kagyu tradition. Free, 
beginners welcome, instruction available. Info: Lama 

Ani Kunsang, resident teacher, 780-633-6157 or www. 


| karmatashiling.ca. 


TRUE YOGA JUST OFF WHYTE AVE AND IOIST We are 

the first yoga studio in the city to be offering babysitting 
services for moms and dads so they can enjoy a quality yoga 
class while their little ones are cared for. 


LEARNING 


AFRICAN DANCE CLASSES 10275 JASPER AVE. Movements, 
the Afro-Caribbean dance ensemble, offers African dance 
classes and workshops at all levels. Info: 780-415-5211 or 
www.movementsdance.com. 

BEDOUIN BEATS MIDDLE EASTERN DANCE 2ND FLOOR, 
12316 JASPER AVE. For all skill levels. Info: 780-722-9773 or 
denise@raqabellydance.com. 

DIGITAL PHOTO WORKSHOPS AT MACEWAN 10045 

156 ST. CENTRE FOR THE ARTS & COMMUNICATION CAMPUS 


| 780-497-4301 or www.artsoutreach.org 
DROP-IN ART FOR THE ARTIST AT HEART PROFILES 


PUBLIC ART GALLERY, 19 PERRON ST, ST. ALBERT. Info: 
Glenda, 780-460-4310 or ahfglenda@telus.net. 
EDMONTON WEAVERS’ GUILD Classes on weaving, 
spinning and various workshops. Info: Sonja, 780-425-1152 
or ewg(@interbaun.com. 

EDMONTON WRITERS’ CENTRE STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY, #7 CHURCHILL SQUARE. A creative space for writers 
of all genres and levels, Hours: Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Sat 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. Sun]-5 p.m. Info: 780-496-7070. 


FAVA WORKSHOPS The Film and Video Arts Society offers | 


one-night workshops twice a month in a variety of media 
activities. Info: www.fava.ca or 780-429-1671. 

FLAMENCO LESSONS SUN & MON, 2:30-3:30 PM. Judith 
and Oscar Jose Garcia teach both Flamenco dance & guitar. 
Info; 1-780-349-4843 or ojgarcia@telusplanet.net. 
KARATE INSTRUCTION Classes for kids over 10, teens, and 
adults. Info: www.manatisowin.com or 780-975-6910. 
KITA NO TAIKO JAPANESE DRUMMING WORKSHOPS 
Schedules, info, and registration: www.kitanotaiko.ca or 
780-431-0300. 

MARS HILL CENTRE B9318-104 ST, 780-435-0202 Classes 
and workshops on the recovery process. Registration on 

a sliding scale, based on participant's income. Info: www. 
Mmarshillcentre.com. 

MEDIA MAG WORKSHOPS EDMONTON CHAMBER OF 


| COMMERCE, #600, 9990 JASPER AVE. Several workshops 


Inareas concerning media. Info: www.mediamag.ca or 
780-695-5675. 
NORTHERN RIVER KARATE SCHOOL TUE, THU & SAT, 


| BELGRAVIA COMMUNITY HALL, 11540 73 AVE. Weekly classes 


in Karate, Kobudo, Yoga, Qi gong, and Sitting Meditation. 
Info: www.threebattles.com. 

SALSA LESSONS WED & THU, LA KANTINA LATIN CLUB. 
(0805 105 AVE. Free salsa lessons every WED and THU. Info: 
180-428-2665. 


QUEER 


AGAPE EDUCATION FACULTY, U OF A CAMPUS Focus group 
on sex and gender differences in education and culture. 
Pre-service and practicing teachers, community members 
welcome. Info: andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 780-492-0772. 
EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COMMITTEE The EPS/LGBTQ 
Liaison Committee is composed of a variety of concerned 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified, two-spirited, queer, 
allied community members, and police officers. Email 
questions or concems to epslgbtq@yahoo.ca. All inquiries 
treated with confidentiality and respect. To report ahate 
or bias motivated crime, contact the EPS Hate & Bias Crime 
Unit, 780-421-3489. 

INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus-based organization for 








| LGBTQ faculty, graduates, academic & staff. Straight allies 


welcome. Monthly meetings. Info: kwells@ualberta.ca or 


| mwonham@ualberta.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE 9540 11] AVE,, 780- 488-3234, Hours: 
TUE-FRI 1-10 p.m., SAT 12-6:30 p.m. Drop-in, library, 

and community internet services are available. Online 
enewsletter Hours: TUE-FR! 1-10 p.m., SAT 12-6:30 p.m. Info: 


| 780-488-3234 or www.pridecentreofedmonton.org. 


TEAM EDMONTON A volunteer operated, non-profit 
society for members and friends of the GLBT community, 
offering well organized and fun sporting events and other 
recreational activities within a positive social framework. 
Info: www.teamedme ‘iton.ca. 

WOMONSPACE Non-profit lesbian organization for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Organized monthly activi- 
ties. Membe ships available, including monthly newsletter. 
Confidentiality assured. Info: www.gaycanada.com/womon- 
space, womonspace@gmail.com, or 780-482-1794, 
YOUTHSPACE PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON, 9540-111 AVE. 
Anafter-school drop-in program for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
trans-identified, queer, questioning, and allied (GLBTQQ4&A) 
youth under 25. Open TUE-SAT 3-7 p.m. Info: brendan@ 
pridecentreofedmonton.org or 780-488-3234. 


| 
| 


| 











WERD! Edmonton Poetry Festival, Sept. 11-13 | Brendan McLeod brings his voice to this weekend's word party in downtown 
Etown. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





THURSDAY 

BI-SEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP 2ND THU EVERY 
MONTH, 7:30 PM. A social group for bi-curious and bi-sexual 
women. Info: groups yahoo.com/group/bwedmonton. 
FREE TO BE INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALL 8-10 PM. 101 
AMISKIWACY ACADEMY Info: volleyball@teamedmonton.ca. 
GAYWIRE 6 PM. CISR 68.5 FM Edmonton's only radio show 
concerning gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered lives. 
News, local and international features, and community 
events. : 

LGBT SENIORS DROP IN 1:30-3:30 PM, PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540 11] AVE. Social meeting for seniors of all genders. Info: 
Jeff, 780-488-3234. 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 2ND THU EVERY MONTH, 8 PM, 


| - BOOTS, 10242 106 ST. Cross-dressers, transsexuals, friends, 


and supporters meet. Info: 780-387-3343 or groups.yahoo. 
com/group/edmonton illusions. 


FRIDAY 


YOUTH MOVIE NIGHT 6 P.M. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 II] AVE. 


| SATURDAY 


NORTHERN TITANS GLBT BOWLING LEAGUE 7PM. 
GATEWAY LANES & RECREATION CENTRE, #100, 3414 GATE- 
WAY BLVD. $15 per person. Info: bowling@teamedmonton. 
a. 


| SINGLE LESBIANS OVER 40 Women's social group, 


monthly gatherings for conversation over tea and coffee. 
Info: singlewomen40plus@hotmail.com. 

YOUTH UNDERSTANDING YOUTH 7-9 P.M. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540 II1AVE. Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, straight, 
and questioning youth (up to 25) gather to have fun and 
leam ina safe, supportive environment. Info: yuy@shaw.ca. 


| SUNDAY 


ARCTIC FRONTRUNNERS 10 A.M, Runners of all levels 

of ability welcome. Runs are typically 6-8 Km, usually 
44-60 minutes, Coffee afterwards. Info on venues and 
other runs during the week running@teamedmonton.ca, or 
780-436-7892. 

BALLROOM DANCING 7:30-8:30 PM. All gender combina- 
tions welcome. Salsa, rhumba, waltz, jive. Info: 780-469- 
3281 or ballroom@iteamedmonton.ca. 

EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) 2ND SUN MOST 
MONTHS, 2:30 PM. UNITARIAN CHURCH OF EDMONTON, 
10804 119 ST, Older gay men and admirers meet for a social 
period, short business meeting, followed by guest speaker, 
discussion panel, or potluck supper. Special interest groups 
meet for other activities throughout the month. EPT is af- 
filiated with Prime Timers World Wide. Info: edmontonpt@ 
yahoo.ca or www.primetimersww.org/edmonton. 

HATHA YOGA 2-3:30 PM. LION'S BREATH YOGA. Introduc- 
tory level class, free. No previous experience required. Bring 
yoga mat or towel and water, Info: yoga@teamedmonton. 


a. 

LAMBDA CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY CHURCH7 PM. 
GARNEAU UNITED CHURCH, 11148 84 AVE. Lambda provides 
a safe and healing space for Edmonton's gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, transgender, and heterosexual Christians. All 
denominations and faiths welcome. Info: 780-887-8611 or 
tambdachurch@shaw.ca. 

MEN TALKING WITH PRIDE 7PM. PRIDE CENTRE 9540 111 
AVE. Men's social and discussion group, facilitated by Rob 
Wells. Info: robwells70@hotmail.com or 780-488-3234. 
SOUL OUTING 3RD SUN EVERY MONTH, 7 PM. ROBERTSON- 
WESLEY UNITED CHURCH, 10209 123 ST. LGBT-focused alter- 
native worship, Info: 780-482-1587 or email jravenscroft@ 


TWUCOFg, 

SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 0 
A.M. 10740 19 AVE. Welcomes all sexual orientations fora 
variety of activities. Info: 780-987-4974. 

SPIRITUAL LIVING CENTRE Learn about metaphysics ~ 
through science and mind classes. Info: www.spititual- ~~ 
livingcentre.com or 780-989-3752. ma 

ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 10 AM. 11526 76 AVE. All 
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orientations welcome for Sunday service. Info: 780-436-1555 
or www.affirmunited.ca. 

TRANS EDUCATION & SUPPORT GROUP 1ST & 3RD SUN 

EVERY MONTH, 2PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 111 AVE. Provides 

support and education for all transsexual, transgendered, 


intersexed, two-spirited, and questioning individuals. Infos 


www.albertatrans.org ot 780-488-3234, 

WOMONSPACE BOARD MEETING 1ST SUN EVERY MONTH, 
10:30 A.M.-12:30 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 IIT AVE. Visit www. 
womonspace.ca 


MONDAY 

HIV SUPPORT GROUP 2ND MON EVERY MONTH, 7-9 PM., 
PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 11 AVE. Info: Richard, 780-488-3234 or 
tichard@pridecentreofedmonton.org. 


TUESDAY 
FREEDOM METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON 7:15 PM, 10086 MACDONALD DR. A church for 
all people. Info: 780-429-2321. = 

LGBT SENIORS DROP IN 1:30-3:30 PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 
9540 II] AVE. Social meeting for seniors of all genders. Info: 
Jeff, 780-488-3234, 
MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB NAIT POOL, 11762106 
ST, Recreational and competitive swimming and coaching. 


(8-9 p.m.) and THU (7:30-8:30 p.m.), followed by social 
meeting. Info: swimming@teamedmonton.ca. 
OUTREACH 5 PM. HERITAGE ROOM, ATHABASCA HALL, U 
OF A CAMPUS U of A based group for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgendered and straight-but-friendly students, staff, 
and faculty, Open to the community outside the U of A. Info: 
www.outreach.pixelalmighty.com or outreach@ualberta.ca. 
STEP AEROBICS 5 PM, AEROBICS STUDIO, KINSMEN 
SPORTS CENTRE, 9100 WALTERDALE HILL. Info: step@ 
teamedmonton.ca. 

TRANS SUPPORT GROUP 2ND TUE EVERY MONTH, 7:30- 
9:30 PM. GARNEAU UNITED CHURCH MEETING ROOM, 11148 
84 AVE. Education and support group for trans-identified 
and questioning people. Info: 780-718-1412 or ttiqalliance@ 





| shaw.ca. 
_TTIQ ALLIANCE 2ND TUE EVERY MONTH, 7:30 PM. PRIDE 


CENTRE, 9540 111 AVE. Support meeting for transgender, 
transsexual, intersex, and questioning individuals. Providing 
education, advocacy and support for men, women, and 
youth. 


WEDNESDAY 

EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 2ND 
WED EVERY MONTH Casual networking with the GLBT busi- 
ness community. Locations listed on www.edmontonrba, 
Org, 


| org, 
FREE TO BE RECREATIONAL VOLLEYBALL 8-10 PM. 107 


AMISKIWACY ACADEMY $50 per season. Info: recvolleyball@ 
teamedmonton.ca. 
OPEN DOOR CLUB 5PM. GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE, CITY 
CENTRECAMPUS, RM 6-2/7 Social group for GLBTQ students, 
faculty, and friends at GMCC. Z 
PFLAG EDMONTON IST WED. EVERY MONTH, 7PM. PRIDE 
CENTRE, 9540 11] AVE. Support meeting for parents, families, 
and friends of GLBT individuals. Info: 780-488-3234. 
TEAM EDMONTON BADMINTON 6 PM. OLIVER SCHOOL 
GYM, 10227118 ST. Women's drop-in recreational badminton, 
all levels welcome. $30 for the season, $5 drop-in. Info: 
780-465-3620. 
YOURS, MINE, OURS AND US (YMOU) IST AND 3RD WED 
EVERY MONTH Support group for GLBT parents, partners, 
and friends. Info: 780-426-6311 or 780-415-5434. 
YOUTH THEATRE PROJECT 7PM. PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 
TITAVE, Using theatre to increase awareness and reduce 
homophobic bullying, No theatre experience required. Info; 
Emily, 780-488-3234 or emily@pridecentreofedmonton. 
TH HOUSES 
12224 JASPER AVE,, 
24/1. info: www.gayedmonton.com, 
T1745 JASPER AVE, 780-451-5554 Open 
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£f PUBLICITY PHOTOS IN MAGAZINES / 


NONE OF IT MAKES ME FEEL ANYTHIN 
- LYRICS FROM AGAINST ME!’S SONG “PISS AND VINEGAR” 


We Don’t Wanna! | We're betting Against Me! just hated having this photo taken. Hence the lack of charmand smiles! PHOTO SUPPLIED! 


IN HONOUR OF AGAINST ME!’S 
UPCOMING VISIT, WE'VE 
DECIDED TO OVERUSE THEIR 
CHOICE PUNCTUATION MARK! 
JUST FOR KICKS! 


AGAINST ME! 

w/.Japanther and Saint Alvia Cartel, Sept. 12 (7pm). 
Edmonton Event Centre (WEM). Tickets available through 
Ticketmaster (451-8000/ticketmaster.ca). 





“Awards are something my grand- 
mother understands,” says Against 
Me! drummer Warren Oakes. “I can 
tell her all about the shows we've 
played and the bands we've toured 
with, and she'll go, ‘I still think you 
should’ve gone to college.’ If I show 
her a magazine that says something 
nice about us, then it's more like, 
“Maybe you guys aren't so bad.” 
Oakes’ grandmother must have 
been ecstatic, then, when Spin de- 
clared the punk-rock outfit’s 2007 


effort New Wave Album of the Year, 
soon after which Rolling Stone 
named Against Me! the best punk 
band working today. 

A brash collection of fuck-the-man 
tunes with big guitars-and even big- 
ger hooks, New Wave is the synthe- 
sis of the band’s early, snarly attitude 
and their recent pop sensibilities. But 
even though the album is an accom- 
plished piece of work from a band 
that continues to move forward with 
each release, the band insists the ac- 
colades they have received over the 
last few months came as a surprise 
to them. 

“We weren't sitting around think- 
ing, ‘Oh, the year-end editions are 
coming out—they better give us lots 
of awards!’ or anything,” Oakes re- 
marks. “We weren't thinking much 
about the year-end awards at the 
time at all. We found out about the 
Spin thing after a show when the 


editor and a couple of guys that work 
at the magazine came up to us and 
told us that they had unanimously 
voted New Wave as their favourite 
album of the year. We thought, ‘The 
vote was unanimous? Yeah, right.’ 
At first we thought it was a joke, but 
they reassured us that they were to- 
tally serious.” 


nervous about the entire thing—a 
stark contrast to the unbridled confi- 
dence of their music. The photo was 
also dripping with irony: on “Piss 
and Vinegar,” from the album that 
led to the photograph, lead vocalist 
Tom Gabel makes fun of bands that 
take clichéd publicity photos. (“Pub- 
licity photos in magazines / None of 


J, 





I look like a total asshole too.’ It’s 
something we're still trying to per- 
fect. We feel like sometimes we do 
a really good [shoot] and we're like, 
‘Alright, that was cool, let's try to do 
that again,’ and sometimes you get 
a photo shoot were every single pic- 
ture looks really cheap. 

“You want to be in a band because 


“MOST OF THE TIME YOU FEEL LIKE A TOTAL ASSHOLE WHILE YOU’RE DOING PHOTO SHOOTS,” 
OAKES EXPLAINS. “AND MOST OF THE TIME YOU END UP LOOKING AT THE 
PICTURES AFTERWARD AND THINK, ‘WOW, I LOOK LIKE A TOTAL ASSHOLE TOO.” 


After the notion that someone ac- 
tually wanted to give them an award 
sunk in, Against Me! were asked to 
do a photo shoot for the eventual 
two-page spread in Spin. Included in 
the article was a photo of the band 
hanging out in a forest, blending into 
the vibrant foliage, looking slightly 


it makes me feel anything.”) Look- 
ing back, Oakes says the band laughs 
about the whole experience. 

“Most of the time you feel like a to- 
tal asshole while you’re doing photo 
shoots,” he explains. “And most of 
the time you end up looking at the 
pictures afterward and think, ‘Wow, 


you like to play music, not because 
you like to pose for photographs, but 
it’s something that people continue 
to insist on you doing,” Oakes con- 
cludes. “But that doesn’t mean you 
can't do something cool or original at 
the same time.” 








Still Wandering Down The Yellow-Brick Road | Eton John brings some cass to Reall, Sept. 1. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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HOT TICKETS MUST-SEE SHOWS 





ELECTRO BUS DISCO CROCODILE ROCK MMMMBOP 

Shout Out Out Out Out Elton John Neil Diamond 
Churchill Square: Sept. 12 Rexall Place « Sept. 13 Rexall Place « Sept. 16 
Free $54.74 | Ticketmaster.ca 


The wheels on the bus go round and round, 
and Edmonton's own electro disco techs will 
lead the celebratory charge to ring in 100 
years of public transit in the City of Champs. 
And seriously, considering the smell, rude 
people, and the incredible amount of stray 
gum on the seats you have to be a champ to 
stomach the bus this day and age. Helping 
the Shout Outs give a shout out to the city’s 
bus culture will be The Whitsundays and 
Trevor Tchir. Booyah! 





$79 | Ticketmaster.ca 


Saturday night's alright for a fight, right? Just 
temember: if you feel the urge to swing keep 
in mind that Elton’s legal team packs more 
of a wallop than all your friends combined. 
Oh, who are we kidding? Fisticuffs with EJ is 
a ridiculous notion, instead we recommend 
trying to out-dress him. That's right, it’s time 
to bust out dad's old trunk of suede and 
silk blouses, blazers, and sequined platform 
shoes. Not only was that man stylish, he was. 
damn sexy too — your dad we mean. 





There must be something in Edmonton's 
autumn air that is bringing the heavy hitters 
from yesteryear to town. Tom Petty, San- 
tana, Elton John, and now Mr. Diamond him- 
self. Or maybe it's the water. If that’s the case 
it will be interesting to see what kind of mu- 
sicians start showing up once those upgrad- 
ers are installed in the North Saskatchewan 
River. Our guess would be performers such 
as Vanilla Ice, Snow, and Latoya Jackson. 
Sheesh, talk about bad pollution! — 


a 


edmonton « see magazine September Il ~ September], 2008+19 


MUSIC 





CD RELEASE DEAD METAL BY SCOTT LINGLEY |1.077 words 


What's The Best Kind Of Jesus? 





ADEAD ONE. ACCORDING TO 
EDMONTON'S BEST-EVER 
DEATH METAL BAND, AT LEAST 





DEAD JESUS 

w/ Necrobiosis and Skepsis. Sep. 13 (8pm). Starlite Room 
(10030-102 St). Tickets available at Blackbyrd, Sound 
Connection, Southside Sound, Megatunes. 





According to a study published last 
week by British researchers, there's 
a link between musical preference 
and personality. Researcher Adrian 
North, who led the three-year survey 
of more than 36,000 music lovers, 
said the study showed that classical 
music lovers and heavy metal fans 
have similar dispositions, going so 
far to refer to headbangers as “deli- 
cate.” 

Evilglen, guitarist and co-vocalist 
for local metal legends Dead Jesus, 
would beg to differ based on his ex- 
perience of the fans who come to 
their shows 

“We’vehad weird experiences, man, 
We played 
a show in Lethbridge and there was 


let me tell you,” he says. “ 


a kid standing right in front of me 
who knew every single word of my 
lyrics. 1 watched him go to the side 
of the pit and he wound up, I’m not 
kidding, and this kid punched him- 
self in the face as hard as he could 
three times. This kid was bleeding 
like crazy and probably gave himself 
two black eyes, then he got right back 
in the pit. Then, at the same show 
— we had a full blood show and we 
had entrails and whatever — so this 
kid scooped up the entrails from the 
floor and went across to this big row 


Remember Those Dead Baby Jokes? | We're wondering if Dead Jesus jokes are more or less tasteless than those... SUPPLIED 


of motels across the street, pounding 
on doors at 4 a.m., smearing bloo¢ 
on the doors and screaming ‘Dead 
Jesus.’ So we kind of had to take off 
— we've had to take off from a few 
shows.” 

Evilglen goes on to relate what he 
refers to as “The Coaldale Incident,” 
where some overenthusiastic fans 
got it in their heads to vie for Dead 
Jesus shirts that were being given 
away from the stage by breaking beer 
bottles across their faces. After a 
dozen or so youngsters turned up at 
the ER in need of stitches, the local 
constabulary was summoned and the 
band was forced, yet again, to beat a 
hasty retreat. 

“We don’t make fans crazy,” Evil- 
glen avers. “They’re crazy when they 


We're an underground metal band, 
and we have our own kind of enter- 
tainment.” 

That said, Evilglen and his cohorts 
take their entertainment seriously. 
Arising a decade ago from the ashes 
of, if you can believe it, an AC/DC 
tribute band, Dead Jesus has consis- 
tently expanded the bounds — and 
the means — of their self-expression, 
from the theatrics of their live shows 
to their ambitious recorded output. 

On Saturday, the band will launch 
their latest effort, a double album 
entitled ...g0od and the Devil, at The 
Starlite Room with local metalists 
Necrobiosis and Skepsis. The gui- 
tarist says the show, like the double 
disc, will find the band outdoing 
themselves in grand style. 


ily atmospheric interludes between 
songs to the inclusion of string ar- 
rangements, melodic female vocals, 
and compositions that flout the con- 
ventions of the genre. 

“This album is the culmination 
of everything we've learned so far,” 
Evilglen says. “When you first start 
a band you're struggling along try- 
ing to learn how to play and get in 
sync with the other guys. Now we're 
comfortable with what we're doing, 
comfortable with the kind of enter- 
tainment we can provide to the pub- 
lic, and I think it really shows. A lot 
of this is back to roots too — there’s a 
lot of solid rock ’n’ roll in there.” 

As if that weren't enough, the band 
is releasing a special edition of the 
new album packaged with a novel 


i 


—————————— 


get there.” 

Despite the shocking moniker and 
a reputation for onstage antics that 
have included self-mutilation and 
gallons of food-grade animal blood, 
Evilglen maintains that Dead Jesus 
are more than just a death metal 
band — they are entertainers. 

“We've always classified ourselves 
as an entertaining band,” he says. 
“We try to present a package. We 
push buttons, obviously. The Re- 
form Church jamboree we're not 
going to be playing anytime soon. 


20 : September 1] - September 17, 2008 « see magazine «edmonton 


“We're already doing dress rehears- 
als. We're really proud of the product, 
and this is the apex of our careers so 
far. We've been playing here for 10 
years and trying to do bigger and bet- 
ter every time, and this is the biggest 
and best we can do right now.” 

...god and the Devil certainly 
sounds like a band at the height of 
its infernal powers. In addition to the 
crushing intensity and instrumen- 
tal virtuosity death metal requires, 
there’s a richer sonic palette than 
in previous outings, from the creep- 


penned by bass player Lord Beding- 
field IV, the themes of which are ex- 
plored in the album’s lyrics. 

“It’s about how good and evil are 
a matter of perception and they’re 
really one and the same. That's the 
concept of the album — you can find 
good and evil in the god side of the 
disc, just as you can on the Devil side 
of the disc.” 

Maybe it goes without saying, but 
Evilglen notes that Dead Jesus’ lon- 
gevity and ambition are fueled by 
their devotion to the music rather 


than dreams of fame and wealth. 
“It’s obviously not about the mon- 
“It’s almost therapeutic. 
I have a hard day, but I go down to 
the studio and give it all I’ve got and 


ey,” he says. 


I'm dripping with sweat when we're 
done playing. It’s almost like working 
out, the endorphins that are released 
when you're done a live set. You're 
basically playing at your maximum 
capacity, but it’s still controlled, like a 
controlled fury. When you're playing 
that fast, you have to have that con- 
trol but at the same time you have 
to let it go. 1 wouldn’t get that from 
playing pop. Sure, you'd make your 
money and you could go on tour 
with Nickelback, but it wouldn’t be 
true to what we are. You can't force 
art. That's what commercialism is: 
forced art.” 

Such devotion to their craft and vi- 
sion has earned the band a following, 
opening slots for the biggest names 
in extreme metal and a management 
deal with an American company, 
which Evilglen says he hopes will 
translate into some opportunities on 
the other side of the Atlantic, where 
he feels that Dead Jesus’ brand of 
metal would earn a lot more respect 
— if not large sums of cash. 

“We're looking forward to playing 
in Europe, that’s where we want to be 
— we want to be traveling the world 
and playing music. It's not about the 
money. I’ve put so much money into 
this band and I’m never getting that 
back. But I couldn't stop playing if I 
wanted to — it's what I do.” 
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MUSIC PREVIEW : MOUNTAIN SONS - BY KATHLEEN BELL |538 words 


On A Historic Bent 


ELLIOTT BROOD RAIDED 
HISTORIC MASSACRES AND 
GRANDMA'S BOOKSHELVES TO 
MAKE MOUNTAIN MEADOWS 





ELLIOTT BROOD 

w/NQ Arbuckle. Wednesday, Sep. 17 (8pm). The Pawn 
Shop (10549-82 Ave). Tickets: $15, available through 
Ticketmaster, Megatunes and Blackbyrd. 





Since talking to Elliott Brood front- 
man Casey Laforet, I play a game 
whenever I listen to their new al- 
bum Mountain Meadows. It’s called 
“Guess Where The Song Was Re- 
corded.” My options include, but are 
not limited to, Laforet’s kitchen, the 
ghost town hall of Wayne, Alta., and 
a cabin in Parry Sound, Ont. 

“One of the things we would talk 
about is that the place you record be- 





comes one of the instruments, jus 
like a guitar or a vocal or anything 
else,” Laforet says. “The idea is to 
get different flavours out of differ- 
ent places.” 

To Laforet, the different sounds of 
the songs are fairly noticeable. While 
I haven't yet been able to pinpoint 
the exact thud that stomping on his 
kitchen floor makes, there is certain- 
ly a richness to Mountain Meadows, 
a sense of openness and wanderlust 


to their take on alt-country, that I 
chalk up to the band’s unique record- 
ing style. 

“Our philosophy was ‘take it on 
the road’ and record,” Laforet says, 
“cause that way you capture the 
mood you're in as well. Recording 
at the foot of Mt. Robson is a huge 
inspiration. It’s different from being 
inside four walls in Toronto.” 

While the thunderous rock that 
is Mt. Robson may have influenced 
a few tracks, it was the tragic mass 
murder of settlers passing through 
Utah by Mormon militia in the 
1800s that inspired the title of the 
album and its concept. The Moun- 
tain Meadows Massacre left only 
7 young children alive, and around 
20 men, women, and older children 
dead. 

“Overall, the record is supposed to 
be stories of the people who survived 
it,” Laforet explains, “what might 
have happened to the people who 
were there — to the children, any- 
ways — who lived through it. Kinda 





ike where they came from, where 
they went.” 

The Brood band has always raided 
the past for stories to which they 
then add their own imaginative 
twists, so I would not advise using 


their albums as research in your So- 
cial Studies class. Laforet, however, 
probably did pretty well in Social — 
he was fascinated with history long 
before he became a musician. You 
can blame his grandparents on both 
sides for that 

“In their homes they would have 
these interesting old books and pho- 
tos,” Laforet says. “Stuff like that 
that | 
a really awesome book from my 


would just get into. I've got 


grandmother on my dad's side, a his- 
torical book that was published the 
year after World War | ended, with 
all photographs from WWI. That's 
one of my prized possessions.” 





As for the question of what set 
Laforet on the musical road he now 
travels, he says the epiphany oc- 
curred during a camping trip over 
September long, when he pulled out 
some old mix CDs he’d made 

“The first alt-country-ish band 
that I ever listened to was Weeping 
Tile, Sarah Harmer’s band,” he says 
“Luther Wright is the guitar player 
on that record and it was kinda this 
countrified rock that I never had re- 
ally given a chance to before. I think 
Sarah Harmer introduced me to that 
side of music.” 

The rest, as they say, is history. 


MUSIC 








Shine A Light | Elliott Brood illuminates the dark edges of history on their latest release, Mountain Meadows. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





ELLIOTT BROOD 
¥, with NO ARBUCKLE 
The Pawn Shop &% Wed Sep 17 


Doors @ 8pm Tix $20 
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8 P.M. EVERY THURSDAY « HOSTED BY TERRA 


.. YOU KNOW YOU WANNA 


MONDAY TO THURSDAY OPEN AT 4:00 PM FRIDAY AND SATURDAY OPENAT 11:30AM. 
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ROAD STORIES - FOREIGN DELICACIES | 653 words 


Here Come The Meat Sweats 





EAR TO THE ASPHALT ANN VRIEND 

SOME ODD ITALIAN EATS 
LEAVE NQ ARBUCKLE'S 
STOMACH LURCHING BEFORE 
A SHOW IN MILAN 





You never know what you're going 
to get onstage from NQ Arbuckle’s 
Neville Quinlan. But you can usually 
count on some kind of zany hullaba- 
loo with unpredictable moments of 
wit and poignancy thrown in. How- 
ever, Quinlan’s tour story concerns 
a time someone gave him a left-field 
experience. 

“Touring is sort of one test after 
another one,” he begins. “It’s fantas- 
tic and it all works out, but one night 
you'll be playing at an abandoned - 
train station for anarchists, and an- 
other night you'll be in a wine bar, 
and another night you'll be in a punk 
rock bar in Milan. During my last 
tour, every night my consort or sort 


Perhaps A Blindfold Would Have Helped? | Well, maybe not. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


of chaperone, Stephano, would take 
me before the show to his mother’s 
restaurant, which was the most beau- 
tiful and fantastic Italian restaurant 
in the countryside. The father is the 
man who’s greeting everyone, with 
waitresses draped all over him, and 
the mom is in the kitchen — quite a 
large woman — and a great cook. 
“Except”, he says, “one night 





Stephano’s mother said, ‘I'm going to 
cook you something special and very 
expensive.’ And the plate comes out, 
and all it is just big rinds of fat. And 
not like lard, which is soft; they were 
big, thick, hard, gristly rinds of fat. 
And a huge plate too. Stephano says 
proudly” — and here Quinlan puts 
_on his best Italian accent — “‘This is 
for you, not for me; it’s too expensive 





for me.” 

“T looked at him and I’m thinking, 
‘Holy shit, I can’t eat this!’ But I fight 
my way through some of it — I mean, 
you could see the hair still on the fat. 
It must have been straight from the 
butcher shop. Finally I just couldn’t 
eat it anymore.” Hmm... probably 
too late to fake being vegan... 

“But,” Quinlan says, “Stephano’s 
mother was standing right there! So 
[had to pretend to have the flu. I had 
to keep running off to the washroom 
and sort of hanging out there for a 
while, you know, and then coming 
back — I don’t know what I was do- 
ing, really. Finally she took the plate 
away. And actually I was starting to 
feel a bit sick after eating that much 
fat. 

“That night I was playing a gig at 
a train station — as in, the ‘audience’ 
was sitting around waiting for trains. 
Italian gigs are funny because no one 
speaks English, so.on the one hand 
you can say really anything, but 
there’s no point in explaining any- 
thing either. My stomach was just 
aching from a cramp from having 
eaten all this fucking fat, and I could 
barely sing; so I was trying to think 
of funny things to do, and at one 
point I unplugged my guitar and sort 


of chased this guy around the room, 
and everyone thought that was really 
funny.” 

“That is funny,” I say. 

“Well, I was just trying to get him 
to buy a CD, and think of things to 
do because I couldn't sing.” 

“I just have one question about the 
large plate of fat,” I say, “Are you 
sure Stephano and his mom weren't 
just playing a trick on you? Surely 
they can’t eat a whole plate of fat 
either.” 

Quinlan chuckles. “No, no,” he 
says. “They take their food so seri- 
ously over there that had it been a 
joke, they would have come back 
later and told me.” 

“Well, maybe they did, but it was 
in Italian.” 

He pauses. “I hadn't thought of- 
that,” he says, 

Well, hard to know. In any case, 
Quinlan seems to have made a com- 
plete recovery. Undaunted, he says, 
“That was the only rough meal I had 
over there. I keep trying to figure out 
a way to go back.” 

In the meantime, NQ Arbuckle 
plays the Pawn Shop on Sept. 17. If 
there's anything on the menu, Quin- 
lan would appreciate seeing it before 
ordering it. 
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MUSIC PREVIEW - ESO SEASON OPENS - BY PROSPER PRODANIUK {471 wars 


The Real Definition Of “Diva” 





Look What You Get To Wear When You're A Real Diva | 
It's like you're in the fuckin’ opera every day! PHOTO SUPPLIED 


RENEE FLEMING TALKS 
ABOUT THE TRUE MEANING OF 
THE WORD, AND HOW IT GOT 
TAKEN OVER BY THE LIKES OF 
BEYONCE 





RENEE FLEMING 

Sep. 1 (7:30 pm). Winspear Centre (#4 Churchill Square). 
Tickets: $50-$250, available at the Winspear box office 
(428-1414) 





Whether you hear it on eTalk or at 
work, the word “diva” gets thrown 
around much too often — and for all 
the wrong reasons. 

“It's funny how it’s been absorbed 
into popular culture, definitely” says 
soprano Renée Fleming. “It literally 





means ‘goddess.’ To be divine.” 
Understandably, Fleming admires 

Her 

2006 recording Homage: Age of 


divas. Grammy-nominated 
the Diva was a platform for her to 
try on many cf the arias that made 
Maria Callas, Lotte Lehmann, and 
Geraldine Ferrar household names 
in the golden age of classical music. 
“It's the history that fascinates me 
so much,” Fleming says. “Exploring 
repertoire which isn’t currently in 
vogue and combining them with the 
spirit of an homage. Learning about 
an era where [Enrico] Caruso liter- 
ally had to go to all of these places to 
be heard. Before CDs, before televi- 
sion, before the Internet.” 

Tonight (Thursday), 
brings a new program to Edmonton 
as the featured guest at the ESO's 
fundraising gala. While most tour- 


Fleming 


ing soloists bring the same program 
to every city, tonight's program is a 
collaboration between Fleming and 
€SO music director Bill Eddins. “I 
know William from school days,” 
she says. “In Denver is where we 
met, I believe. There's a tremendous 
variety of orchestral music and song 
variety, with pieces you don't often 
hear, like Richard Strauss’ ‘Four Last 
Words.” ; 

Although she’s part of an en- 
semble on a brand-new recording 


of Tchaikovsky's Eugene Onegin, 
concert programs like tonight's gala 
are Fleming's biggest challenge right 
now, “When I'm onstage,” she says, 
“I hope that people don’t see me 
as singing at all, that they fall into 
believing the ‘characters. It’s very 
demanding but very rewarding, 
switching gears to present different 
songs.” 

Like many soloists, she got her big 
break by associated with a signature 
role — in her case, the lead in Dvor- 
ak’s Rusalka. But that was when she 
was already in her thirties. “It takes 
a long time for singers especially 
to develop a career,” Fleming says. 
“There can be prodigies instrumen- 
tally but your voice doesn’t mature 
until later and you have to develop 
languages and style depending on 
what repertoire you choose. It’s a lot 
of work mastering an instrument 
that's subject to involuntary chang- 
ese Es 

But she always knew she was a 
diva. “I remember a moment when 
I was very young running to the stu- 
dio of my voice teacher. I had the re- 


. sults of a review and somebody had 


written that I had a beautiful voice. 
I'll never forget just running there, 
going and over and over in my head 
thinking, ‘Somebody said I had a 
beautiful voice!” 
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MUSIC BUZZ «CRUISE SHIP HAPPENINGS | 622 words 





- Report From Arctic Waters 





WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 

WE SENT FISH OUT TO SEA FOR 
ALITTLE WHILE, BUT EVEN 
FROM A GRUISE SHIP HE CAN'T 
RESIST THE URGE TO BITCH 





JUNEAU, ALASKA — Diagonally, 
over the bartop, some cruise ship 
bitches are laughing like it’s their 
first time outside the fucking mall. 
Further through, his biker sunglass- 
es diverting a waterfall of grey hair, 
Bob Cole is playing covers centre 
stage at the Alaskan Hotel bar, est. 
1913. 

Besides all the town’s ethnic land- 
marks (totems, Russian church), it’s 
a rare and welcome respite from a 
shopping-strip mainstreet designed 
entirely to purse-rape everyone with 
a cruise ship lanyard, | actually heard 
the sentence, “Money's for wasting.” 
Rich. I guess literally. Cole hesitates, 
tests the waters, before breaking into 
David Allan Coe’s “I'd Like to Fuck 
the Shit Right Out of You.” Holy 
shit: yes. After several days aboard 
the Good Ship Cottontop, a cruise- 
ship adventure story too retarded to 
explain, I’ve finally found my people. 
Don’t get me wrong — I love small 
Filipino bartenders looking around 
before telling George W. Bush jokes. 
My sanity has basically hinged on 
pretending I’ve been on an inter- 
galactic cruise and they’re lovable 
aliens. Still, Cole brings me planet- 
side, as we say in Starfleet. 


He's a big guy, no sleeves except 
the tattoo ones, hair and beard via 
Lebowski, and perched onstage in 
front of him, a conspicuous tip jar. 
We're maybe too polite about this 
kind of thing down in Canada. The 
stage jar is a bitchin’ great idea, like 
the busker’s open guitar case except 
that everyone in attendance gets to 
see what a hotshot you are dropping 
a dollar into the coin pitcher. 

“T’'d like to thank you for putting 
up with my ass today,” he almost 
departs with, finally succumbing to 
an offer of “boobies,” keeping him 
under the guitar for a final strum. I 
really like that half the gentlemen 
here have beards. They sing along 





to Kenny Rogers’ ’Ruby” as if they 
too are soon-to-die vet cuckolds, and 
they too, it seems, are “against the 
wind” when it comes time to declare 
their customs. 

The cruise ship music, in the 
meantime, has been a total fucking 


nalling the names of places. | imag- 
ined myself for a brief instant in a 
unitard doing the splits in front of a 
collection of lightbulbs that spelled 
out LEDUC as my groin area ripped 
open and, just for fun, losing control 
of my anus. Which, as it turns out, 


happens quite often when you feed | 


a bunch of 70-year-olds tacos 24 
hours a day. 


Dara and I tried to make it to the | 
black and white ball last night, but | 
things take awhile on the ocean, so | 


we ended up hanging out at what 
felt like some diStant cousin's wed- 
ding up in the Crow's Nest — classic 
cuts. The long couches are excel- 





lent, reminding me of the numerous | 


humpback whales I saw leaping out 
of the water at each other early this 
morning. But the music was shit. As 


usual. My great-aunt spent about | 


10 minutes complaining when Dar- 
lene and the Hate Cats (or whatever 
they’re called) did a Barbra Streisand 





mess. Darlene and the Hot Cats? 
Was that their actual name — or 
did part of my brain just do that to 
keep me from hip-punching another 
old person complaining about their 
tea being the wrong temperature? 
The funny thing about cruises is 
they actually spend a lot of time and 
money failing to make any worth- 
while music. In what's called the Van 
Gogh Theatre aboard the Statendam 
where I now somehow fucking live, 
a bunch of jazz dancers flopped 
around in front of neon signs sig- 


cover. “I hate modern music,” she 
hissed, paying for, well, everything. 
But compared to songs from A Star 
Is Born, the night ended horribly, 
especially as the ocean decided to 
annoy us all night by shaking us left 
and right every 10 seconds. Nothing 
to make us sick, just awake all night. 
Anyway, none of this compared to 
the fact a few days earlier, at a Cal- 
gary art party, the DJ played Spirit of 
the West twice. Honestly, that shit 
ruined my whole fucking trip. 
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Are yow interested in teaching overseas? 


The MacEwan English Language Institute offers a 10-day 
intensive Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) 
Workshop: 


view of current methodologies, 
nsiderations, principles of language 


materials selection. 
Id be fluent in English and have a degree. 


nture. Think MacEwan. 


call (780) 497-4000 or visit 














THE CHEMICAL BROTHERS 
Brotherhood 
(Virgin) 
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When | worked at a record store in the mid-'90s, | was 
— Ts) pleased to see The Chemical Brothers phenomenon grow. 
‘Their debut, Exit Planet Dust, was the type of album that 
sent people rushing into the store after their friends insisted they had to have it, and 
within a few months we went from selling one or two copies a week to well over 100. 
They're smart, those Chems. They took chunky old-skool hip hop beats and redressed 
them with rockin’ samples while wielding the almost- forgotten Roland 303 as their 
“axe.” Pinpointing what everyone loved about rock 'n’ roll made their brand of “elec- 
tronica” mainstream, if only for a while. 

Myself, | admire The Chemical Brothers, but have never liked them. And a lot of tracks 
on their new best-of disc, Brotherhood, don't wear their age well. I'm too much of a 
snob for their early, brainless, almost soulless party beats, and still pissed that they 
ripped off 23 Skidoo for “Block Rockin’ Beats.” And other than “Galvanize,” I've com- 
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‘ ; % , pletely hated all the crossover collaborations included here — especially “Out of Con- 
i 3 trol,” “Believe,” and “Let Forever Be." But if you're a fan, this is the only place to get the 
: : rN new noisy crapfest “Keep My Composure." And if it's their earliest stuff you like best, all 
’ | _ of the floor-focused “Electronic Battle Weapons” are on CD together for the first time. 
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| OMyHeart, the second It's nice to pore through My favourite song from 


album from Vancouver's | thetallstackofwild-card | Ballboy's! Worked on the 
| Mother Mother, ably evokes | albumsin the SEE office, the | Shiosis “Above the Clouds 
some of indie rock’s most | onesmostreviewershave | the Sun|s Always Shining,” 
| | melodic heavyweights. | neglected (often forgood | which builds an intricate 
1 | Frontman Ryan Gulde- reason), and stumble across | five-minute fugue out of 
mond has the nasality of | adiamondinthe rough like | nothing but these lyrics: 
| Dan Bejar crossed with | Hold On, a solid piece of “You're walking home/And 
| the exuberance of fellow work from St. Albert. you're on your own/And the 
| | New Pornographer Carl |'lLadmit | was skeptical mobile phone/Has no news 
| | Newman, and when he, his at first. The name White at all.” The song couldn't be 
sister Molly, and Debra-Jean | Lightning sent visions of better: it perfectly captures 
| | Greelman share lead vocals, | ‘80s hair metal bands flood- | the feeling of, well, walking 
| their honeyed harmonies ing through my mind, but += | home all alone without 
give even The Breeders arun | fortunately | was able getting any messages on 
| for their money. to get past my initial aver- your mobile phone. The 
More than anything, though, | sion. The seven tunes on cello and piano add a lonely, 
Mother Mother excels at Hold On, the band's first EP, | autumnal feel —you can 
| taking adventurous, off-kil- | have enough power and practically feel the dead 
ter pop and shearing offthe | grit tostand on their own leaves crunch under your 


ego and self-satisfaction two feet. White Lightning's | feet. What could be sadder? 
that’s often an unfortunate | soundis good old-fashioned | The fifth studio album from 


|| side effect. “Wrecking Ball,” meat-and-potatoes rock the Scottish indie band (a 
“Ghosting,” and the title 'n' roll — nothing too fancy favourite of the late British 
| track would make terrific — but I'd be willing to bet DJ John Peel) is a beautifully 


secret weapons on any mix- | these songs willsound great | observed collection of gen- 
tape, and "Hayloft” — with live. And their recent first- tly melancholy, half-sung, 

| its mantra “My daddy's got place finish at the Future half-spoken story-songs 
agun, my daddy's gota gun, | Fest battle of the bands that express a fundamental 
you better run” sung like a suggests my suspicions are | faithinhuman nature even 





- perverse jumprope chant correct. ona post-9/11 tune like 
 ——— &: Canad MY sctcaimeaia alaxie # r<.1 —issobrazenly bizarre you | Jimmy Rushton’sbasswork | “Godzillays. The Island of 
Mera can't help but love it. on “Simple Words” makes Manhattan (With You and | 
9 . Asitstands,OMyHeartisa | thesong the catchiest Somewhere In-Between).” 


clear-cut winner; withjusta | track on the disc and pulls Sure, it's all on the twee 
little more tightening of the | youright along with Steve side, but hey — alittle 
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MO & JESS KILL SUSIE <@> 

September 12-21 (Northern Light Theatre) 
Northern Light Theatre finished their 2007- 
2008 season with a play from New Zealand, 
Ken Duncum's Cherish, and they're starting 
off their 2008-2009 schedule with another 
one: this claustrophobic all-female hos- 
tage thriller by Gary Henderson. The subject 
matter is more uniquely New Zealandish 
this time out, though: the two criminals are 
Maori, while the policewoman they've got 
bound and gagged is Pakeha —i.e., of Euro- 
pean ancestry. Amy Matysio is Mo, newcomer 
Amanda Bergen is Jess, and Lora Brovold is 
Susie. Will the title come true? 

The Third Space (11516-103rd St.) 





WHO’S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF? 

| September 18-27 (Studio Theatre) 

MFA Directing candidate Rob Moffat has 
chosen Edward Albee's 196] masterpiece as 
his thesis production, and this tale of a his- 
| tory professor, his viper-tongued wife, and 
the unfortunate young couple who spend a 
very long, very drunken evening with them, 
is a perfect choice for a back-to-school 
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play. (No university student who sees it will 
ever look at their professors in quite the 
same light ever again.) “Violence! Violence! 
Violence!” 

Timms Centre for the Arts (University of Alberta) 


ALIEN CREATURE: A VISITATION FROM 
GWENDOLYN MACEWEN © 

September 18-October 5 (Azimuth Theatre) 
Canadian poet Gwendolyn MacEwen could 
teach us all a thing or two: even though she 
died when she was just 46, she found time to 
write 26 books and win two Governor-Gen- 
eral's Awards. Plus, most amazing of all, she 
managed to make a living as a poet. Laurissa 
Kalinowsky brings MacEwen to life in Linda 
Griffiths’ darkly funny one-woman show: 
expect lots of prime dish about Milton Acorn 
and Margaret Atwood. 

The Living Room Playhouse (11315-106th Ave.) 


PRIDE & PREJUDICE 

September 20-October 12 (Citadel Theatre) 

Tom Wood has previously converted the 
works of Charles Dickens (A Christmas Carol), 
Anton Chekhov (Vanya), Carlo Goldoni (Ser- 
vant of Two Masters), and J.M. Barrie (Peter 
Pan) into grist for the Citadel mill, and now 
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he's hopping on board the Jane Austen train 
with this adaptation of her beloved novel 
about the five Bennet sisters, their mother's 
desperate attempts to marry them all off, 
and their father's bemused reactions to-all 
the hubbub, 

Shoctor Theatre, The Citadel (9828-101A Ave.) 


PETER PAN 

September 23-24 (Alberta Ballet) 

Speaking of Peter Pan ... here comes Alberta 
Ballet's version of the classic fable of fairies, 
pirates, and unnaturally prolonged child- 
hood, choreographed by Jorden Morris. The 
dancer playing Captain Hook had better be 
careful as he leaps around—that guy could 
easily put someone's eye out. 

Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 


ALIAS GODOT 

September 25-October 12 (Theatre Network) 

He finally showed up! The guy who stood up 
all the characters in Samuel Beckett's Wait- 
ing for Godot surfaces at last in Toronto play- 
wright Brendan Gall's comedy, set in a police 
interrogation room in post-9/1]1 New York. 
The Vladimir and Estragon figures here are 
two cops named Vincent and Edward, while 
Lucky and Pozzo are transformed into Linus 
and Rocky, the brutish envoys from the Do- 
mestic Terrorism Unit, Bradley Moss directs, 
Julien Arnold, Brian Dooley, Collin Doyle, 
James Hamilton, and Christopher Schulz 
round out the cast. 

The Roxy (10708-124th St.) 


CATS 

September 30-October 5 (Broadway Across 
Canada) 

When they picked the slogan “Now and For- 
ever” for this show, they weren't kidding. Tim 
Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber's hypoaller- 
genic feline musical makes another Edmon- 
ton stop. 

Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) = ~ 


OCTOBER 


CHILDREN OF A LESSER GOD 

October 8-18 (Walterdale Theatre) 

William Hurt's hands were never the same 
after he got finished acting in the 1986 film 
version of Mark Medoff's Tony Award-win- 
ning play about a teacher at a school for the 
deaf who enters a stormy relationship with 
a willful ex-student. Marlee Matlin won the 
Oscar for playing the student — and wound 
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up snapping up every single part for a deaf 
woman that came available over the next 20 
years. Man, other deaf actresses must hate 
Marlee Matlin. 

Walterdale Playhouse (10322-83rd Ave.) 


LA PUDEUR DES ICEBERGS 

October 10-11 (Brian Webb Dance Company) 

We had no idea that the French word for 
“icebergs” is “icebergs.” The title of this piece 
from Daniel Leveille Danse translates to The 
Modesty of Icebergs ... but since it's performed 
by half a dozen naked dancers, it looks like 
modesty means something very different to 
M.Leéveille than it does to most people. 
Timms Centre for the Arts (University of Alberta) 


SNOWFLAKE 

October 15-16 (Festival Place) 

Gale LaJoye, the creator and star of this 
whimsical one-man children’s play, is part 
Red Skelton, part Charlie Chaplin, and part 
international goodwill ambassador. He plays 
a homeless man who doesn't let the fact 
that he lives in an alley behind a Goodwill 
store keep him from finding joy in being alive. 
“We're all in this together,” says LaJoye. "We 
all have heart. We all have humanity.” Misan- 
thropes, stay home! 

Festival Place (100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park) 


INFERNO SONATA/TRUTH FACTORY 

October 16-26 (Indie 5) 

Two plays by the industrious Scott Sharplin: 
one an intense solo show about the Swed- 
ish playwright/world-class nutjob August 
Strindberg, the other a comedy about two 
employees at a supermarket tabloid, both of 
them quintessentially Sharplinian. (Sharpli- 
noid? Sharplinesque?) 

Catalyst Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd.) 


BILLY TWINKLE: REQUIEM FOR A 
GOLDENBOY <> 

October 18-November 9 (Citadel Theatre) 

We don’t throw the word “genius” around 
lightly here at SEE Magazine, but Alberta- 
born marionettist Ronnie Burkett definitely 
qualifies, and | don’t think anyone who's seen 
dazzling puppet shows like Street of Blood, 
Tinka's New Dress, Happy, and Provenance 
will give us any argument. His latest creation, 
a quasi-autobiographical tale of an out-of- 
work puppeteer facing a midlife crisis, has 
Its world premiere at The Citadel. Frankly, we 
can't wait. 

Rice Theatre, The Citadel (9828-101A Ave.) 


COCKTALES 

October 23-26 (Ground Zero Theatre) 

This word-of-mouth hit from Calgary mar- 
kets itself as the male equivalent of The 
Vagina Monologues: this collection of 14 
Monologues about men and their penises 
started out small, but it just keeps growing 
and growing and growing, filling bigger and 
bigger spaces as it goes along. But will it be 
enough to satisfy the voracious theatregoers 
of Edmonton? 

Myer Horowitz Theatre (University of Alberta) 


LIVING SHADOWS: A STORY OF MARY 
PICKFORD 
October 23-26 (Fringe Theatre Adventures) 
Canada produced two great female icons 
of the silent screen, both of whom inspired 
fecent plays by female playwrights: Sharon 
Pollock used Nell Shipman's life as the inspi- 
tation for Moving Pictures, and Tracey Power 
wrote about Mary Pickford in Living Shadows. 
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And damned if we don't always confuse the 
two titles. Power’s Sterling Award-winning 
Fringe play returns to the Edmonton stage. 
Transalta Arts Bars (10330-84th Ave.) 


DOUGH: THE POLITICS OF MARTHA 
STEWART 

October 23-November 9 (Shadow Theatre) 
Perfection: worthy goal or empty obsession? 
Martha Stewart: superachieving female role 
model or the megalomaniac who makes 
every normal housewife feel bad about 
herself? Dough: one-woman tour de force 
by Calgary playwright Lindsay Burns about 


nine different women pursuing flawlessness, | 


or a way to kick Martha Stewart when she's 


down? No, actually, we're pretty sure that | 


with Coralie Cairns performing it, it's a one- 
woman tour de force. 
Varscona Theatre (10329-83rd Ave.) 


WHERE'S CHARLEY? 

October 24-November 1 (Grant MacEwan) 

Frank Loesser’s musical adaptation of Char- 
ley’s Aunt was a huge hit for star Ray Bolger 


when it hit Broadway in 1948, but while the 


score contains familiar tunes like “Once in 
Love With Amy,” the show has sort of fallen 
between the cracks of theatrical history: a 
union dispute meant that a cast recording 
was never made, and while Warner Brothers 
made a film version in 1952 starring Bolger, 
Frank Loesser’s widow disliked it enough to 
prevent its release on home video. Now Grant 
MacEwan has excavated it for Edmonton 
musical buffs. 

John L. Haar Theatre (10045-156th St.) 


THE FLYING DUTCHMAN 
October 25, 28, 30 (Edmonton Opera) 


Would Wagner be pleased or annoyed to see | 


the premise of his 1843 opera — a ghostly sea 
captain condemned to sail the oceans until 
he can find a wife who will be true to him for- 


ever — used as a plot point in the Pirates of | 


the Caribbean movies? He'd probably be an- 
noyed, but keep in mind that he was Richard 
Wagner — that dude was always displeased 


about something. Anyway, maybe knowing | 


Edmonton Opera will be treating his work 


with the proper respect will cheer him up a | 


little. Jason Howard and Susan Marie Pierson 
from Bluebeard's Castle and Ewartung star. 
Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 


THE FORBIDDEN PHOENIX 

October 25-November 9 (Citadel Theatre) 

The prize for the most ambitious produc- 
tion at The Citadel this year arguably should 
go to the latest play by Marty Chan, a fam- 
ily-friendly allegory about the Chinese-Ca- 
nadian experience that combines Western 
musical-theatre conventions with the styl- 
ized costumes and acrobatic performances 
associated with the Peking Opera. You gotta 
love any play with a Monkey King in it! 
Shoctor Theatre, The Citadel (9828-101A Ave.) 


GOD'S MIDDLE NAME 

October 30 (The Arden) 

A one-night-only performance of actor/ 
writer Jennifer Overton's autobiographical 
play about life with an autistic child. Overton 
plays herself; Christian Murray plays her son 
over the course of 10 years. 

Arden Theatre (5 St. Annet. St. Albert) 


LARGO DESOLATO 
October 30-November 8 (Studio Theatre) 
The story goes that Vaclav Havel had writer's 
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block for more than a year after serving four 
and a half years as a Czechoslovakiah politi- 
cal prisoner — and this play, which he wrote 
in four days, was the one that finally freed 
up his imagination. It's a dark comedy about 
a political dissident who sits at home, con- 
vinced the police will take him away at any 
moment. What happens, however, is even 
worse, as a parade of friends, lovers, and 
well-wishers arrives to subject him to their 
own form of torture. 

Timms Centre for the Arts (University of Alberta) 


PALACE OFTHEEND <> 

October 30-November 16 (Theatre Network) 
Judith Thompson, who's become a Theatre 
Network staple thanks to recent productions 
of Perfect Pie and Habitat, returns to The 
Roxy with this hard-hitting new play about 
three real-life figures from the War in Iraq: 
former Abu Ghraib guard Lynndie England; 
British weapons inspector David Kelly; and 
(rag Community Party member (and Ameri- 
can bombing victim) Nehrjas Al Saffrah. 

The Roxy (10708-124th St.) 


URBAN TALES: CREEPS BY NIGHT 

October 31-November 1 

Montreal playwright Michael Mitchell, whose 
work has appeared in three previous editions 
of Urban Tales, concocted this special Hal- 
loween creepfest about four women whose 
trip to an isolated cabin ends with them 
fighting to hold onto their lives ... and their 
sanity! Man, those isolated cabins will do it 


to you every time! 

The Third Space (11516-103rd St.) 
: J V E,LVit 

AMIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM ~ 
November 7-8 (Alberta Ballet) 

A ballet version of Shakespeare's A Midsum- 
mer Night's Dream ... dammit, there's got to 
be a good pun about moving your Bottom in 
here somewhere. No, wait, how about this: 
“Talk about an ass that looks good in tights!” 
No? Okay, okay, we'll keep working on it. 
Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave, ) 


HAIRSPRAY 

November 11-16 (Broadway Across Canada) 

Who would have thought that a musical 
based on a John Waters movie could turn out 
to be so gosh-darned wholesome? Now, Pink 
Flamingoes: The Musical — that would be a 
sight to see! 

Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 


SU-KAT 

November 13-30 (Azimuth Theatre) 

At the 2008 Fringe Festival, Steve Pirot col- 
laborated with Ottilie Parfitt on an eerie 
historical thriller called The Mole. He contin- 
ues the animal theme with this brand-new 
show, which, if the publicity photos are to be 
trusted, features Kirsten-Marie Rasmussen in 
acat costume. Furry and plushy devotees, try 
and control your excitement. 

The Living Room Playhouse (11315-106th Ave.) 


LOUD AND QUEER CABARET 

November 14-15 (Workshop West) 

Now in its 17th year, this epic two-night fes- 
tival of gay-themed theatre, music, dance, 
Poetry, drag performances, and miscellanous 
talnbow-flagged what-have-youis one of the 
most raucous, joyful events on the entire the- 
atre calendar. Not to mention a good place 
to spot talent on the rise: Chris Craddock and 
Nathan Cuckow's Bash’d is the toast of New 
York, but it debuted in embryonic form right 
there on the L&Q stage. 

La Cité Francophone (8627-9st St.) 


THE BLONDE, THE BRUNETTE, AND THE 
VENGEFULREDHEAD <@> 

November 15-December 7 (Citadel Theatre) 

Fiona Reid, last seen at The Citadel in Bob 
Baker's production of Somerset Maugham's 
The Constant Wife, returns in this much less 
genteel one-woman, seven-character, mul- 
tiple-wig show by Australian playwright 
Robert Hewett, an ingeniously constructed 
confection that begins simply, with a naive 
housewife learning her husband is leaving 
her, and then proceeds to pile on several 
neck-spinning plot twists. 

Shoctor Theatre, The Citadel (9828-101A Ave.) 


JESUS IN MONTANA/DISHPIG 

November 20-23 (Fringe Theatre Adventures) 
Bizarrely, two of the biggest imported 
Fringe hits of the last three years were au- 
tobiographical shows about guys who wash 
dishes. We have no idea what this coinci- 


dence signifies, except maybe that standing 
hunched over a hot sink gives you lots of time 
to dream about writing plays. Anyway, Barry 
Smith's Jesus in Montana and Greg Landuc- 
ci's Dishpig are both excellent shows — one 
about a hallucinatory quest for religious 
enlightenment, the other an equally surreal 
behind-the-scenes account of life in a busy 
restaurant. Don't leave them stacked up on 
the theatre season's metaphorical kitchen 
counter! 

Transalta Arts Barns (10330-84th Ave.) 


THREE LITTLE BIRDS 

November 20-30 (Workshop West) 

The great Tantoo Cardinal gets one of the 
meatier roles of her career in this new play by 
Kenneth T. Williams; she plays Annie, a wom- 
an with terminal cancer who's determined to 
make one last grand, family-minded gesture 
before she dies — and figures that pairing 
up her childless, thirtysomething daughter 
with the single dad she’s caught breaking 
into her house is just the gesture she’s look- 
ing for. 

Catalyst Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd.) 


WITHOUT YOU 

November 27-December 6 (Studio Theatre) 
Bradley Moss plays hooky from his duties 
at Theatre Network to.direct the world pre- 
miere of Nicole Moeller's comedy about a 
young female academic who develops a 
severe case of cold feet six months before 
her wedding. No word on whether the 
Badfinger song (or the significantly-less- 
awesome Mariah Carey cover version) figures 
into the action. 

Timms Centre for the Arts (University of Alberta) 


SEUSSICAL 

November 27-December 7 (The Arden) 

We still think Dr. Seuss was kind of cheating 
by using all those made-up words to rhyme 
with, but we still love the guy and his bot- 
tomless Lorax-loving imagination. It doesn't 
matter how old you are — everybody needs 
to hop on Pop once in a while, right? And 
this musical by Lynn Ahrens and Stephen 
Flaherty has more charm than Bartholomew 
Cubbins had hats. : 

Arden Theatre (4 St. Anne St., St. Albert) 


LAFURA <@> 


November 28-29 (Brian Webb Dance Company) 
Dancer/choreographer Tania Alvarado, who 
is very high on SEE's list of the most grace- 
ful people in Edmonton, describes this new 
show as “marking a vital pause, the breath 
we need to take before launching ourselves 
in a new direction.” Amber Borotsik and Ash- 
lea Watkins — two notably nimble-footed 
locals in their own right — join Alvarado on- 
stage, while longtime Alvarado collaborators 
David Fraser and Dave Clarke provide sets, 
lights, and music. 

John L. Haar Theatre (10045-156th St.) 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL 

November 28-December 23 (Citadel Theatre) 
Even after nine years, Edmonton still can't 
get enough Scrooge. 

Maclab Theatre, The Citadel (9828-101A Ave.) 


LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD 

December 2-7 (Fringe Theatre Adventures) 

Can it really be 25 years? For a quarter-cen- 
tury now, Alberta Opera Musical Theatre _ 
for Young People has been producing witty, 
pocket-sized musical adaptations of clas- 
sic fairytales and touring them to schools 
all over the province. With their latest, Little 
Red Riding Hood, they'll be hard-pressed to 
improve upon the “Hello, Little Girl” number 
from Stephen Sondheim's Into the Woods, 
but. actor/playwright Farren Timoteo will 
huff and puff and hopefully bring the house 
down. 

Transalta Arts Barns (10330-84th Ave.) 


SAILOR’S SONG 

December 4-14 (Roxy Performance Series) 
Director Amy DeFelice gets the jump on The 
Citadel's March production of Doubt by pre- 
senting this lesser-known play by John Pat- 
rick Shanley, a fable about a restless sailor 
torn between two sisters, one a practical- 
minded bank teller and the other a mystic 
with a soul as full of romantic dreams as his 
is. Throw in a bunch of Strauss waltzes, and 
you've got a show that just might be the per- 
fect refuge for snowbound Edmonton lovers. 
The Roxy (10708-124th St.) 
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BLACK HEARTS IN THE GREEN ROOM 
December 10-20 (Walterdale Playhouse) 

It's been 10 years since the Walterdale staged 
a melodrama, but they're reviving the tradi- 
tion for their 50th anniversary season with 
this brand new bone-chilling rib-tickler 
written by former Walterdale artistic direc- 
tor Scott Sharplin. The plot, appropriately 
enough, revolves around a haunted commu- 
nity theatre — which means the Walterdale 
might want to keep a couple of extra ghost 
lights running onstage each night, lest any 
real-life spirits get inspired by the script and 
try any funny business. 

Walterdale Theatre (10322-83rd Ave.) 


THE NUTCRACKER 
December 11-14 (Alberta Ballet) 

Tchaikovsky's score may be familiar, but Ed- 
mund Stripe’s choreography is brand-new. 
So if you think you've seen everything danc- 
ing mice can do, think again! 

Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 


CRAZY FOR YOU 

December 19-23, 26-30 (Festival Place) 

The current Broadway craze for so-called 
“jukebox musicals” like Mamma Mia!, Movin’ 
Out, Jersey Boys, and We Will Rock You argu- 
ably got kickstarted by this enjoyable pas- 
tiche of ‘30s musicals that, as Woody Allen 
would say, “pulsates to the great tunes of 
George Gershwin.” “Embraceable You," “| 
Got Rhythm,” and “Someone to Watch Over 
Me” all get polished off before the night is. 
through. 

Festival Place (100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park) 


JANUARY 


THE PLAY ABOUT THE BABY < 

January 8-18 (Roxy Performance Series) 

Edward Albee wrote this play in between 
Three Tall Women and The Goat, or Who Is 
Sylvia?, but most critics saw more similarities 
to earlier plays of his like Who's Afraid of Vir- 
ginia Woolf? and A Delicate Balance, which 
also dealt with possibly fictional babies 
and uneasy encounters between older and 
younger couples. Ryan Hughes directs Coralie 
Cairns, Douglas Tokaryk, Ava Markus, and Jon 
Lachlan Stewart. 

The Roxy (10708-124th St.) 


SCORCHED <@> 

January 10-February 1 (Citadel Theatre) 

The Citadel often schedules its toughest, 
most demanding plays in the early-January 
slot, and it looks like this year is no excep- 
tion: this drama by Lebanon-born, Montreal- 
based playwright Wajdi Mouawad that one 
blogger called “another evening of torture, 
slaughter, rape, and infanticide.” But it's im- 
Portant to note that he went on to add, “Ac- 
tually, the play is wonderful.” A twin brother 
and sister embark upon an investigation of 
their late mother's life, a quest that takes 
them around the world and involves, yes, 
war, terrorism, and bloodshed... but also mo- 
ments of tremendous poetry. 

Rice Theatre, The Citadel (9828-101A Ave.) 


THE CANOE THEATRE FESTIVAL <@> 
January 20-25 (Workshop West) 

Exciting alternative theatre from Edmonton 
and beyond! The lineup includes two reviv- 
als of work by local playwrights — namely 
Lyle Victor Albert's award-winning 1996 
solo show Scraping the Surface and Jason 
Camew's stylized retelling of the Orpheus 
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myth, One (a hit at NextFest 2007) — as 
well as a provocative-sounding import from 
Toronto called This Is Cancer, a blackly funny 
lounge act hosted by ... well ... Cancer. Like, 
the disease. It's like The Tonight Show With 
Johnny Carcinoma! 

The Third Space (11516-103rd St.)/Timms Centre 
Second Playing Space (University of Alberta) 


STOMP 

January 20-25 (Broadway Across Canada) 

This offbeat percussion spectacular is still 
going strong. We hope all those Zippo light- 
ers and garbage can lids are being properly 
recycled, 


“Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 


THE EDMONTON QUEEN: THE FINAL 
VOYAGE 

January 22-February | (Fringe Theatre 
Adventures) 

A _ this-time-it's-totally-the-final-one-I'm- 
not-kidding-dammit farewell engagement 
of Darrin Hagen’s hilarious, poignant one- 
man-dressed-as-a-woman show, a mix 
of comedy, autobiography, and sociology 
about the family of drag queens who made 
the Flashback nightclub the glittering cen- 
tre of Edmonton's queer community back in 
the early '80s. Ah, Gloria Hole ... we hardly 
knew ye. 

Transalta Arts Barns (10330-84th Ave.) 


GRACE 

January 22-February 8 (Shadow Theatre) 
American Craig Wright is quickly replacing 
A.R. Gurney as the Varscona Theatre's favou- 
rite American playwright: Shadow Theatre 
did The Pavilion a couple of seasons ago, 
Wayne Paquette directed a well-regarded 
indie production of Orange Flower Water 
there last year, and now comes Grace, a 
provocative comedy/drama about religion, 
gunplay, and old-fashioned American sales- 
manship set in a Miami condo. Nathan 
Cuckow and Frank Zotter star, John Hudson 
directs. 

Varscona Theatre (10329-83rd Ave.) 


THOROUGHLY MODERN MILLIE 

January 23-31 (Grant MacEwan) 

The 1967 film that inspired this tuneful 2002 
Broadway show is truly one of the strangest 
of that bunch of bloated, money-losing big- 
budget musicals that came out of late-’60s 
Hollywood: it’s the story of a small-town girl 
who comes to New York in the 1920s, falls in 
love with the flapper lifestyle, and then has 
a run-in witha white-slavery ring. The Grant 
MacEwan costume department will have a 
field day with this one. 

John L. Haar Theatre (10045-156th St.) 


THE EMPEROR'S NEW THREADS 

January 24 (The Arden) 

Vancouver's Axis Theatre presents an adap- 
tation of the Hans Christian Andersen fable 


about a powerful ruler and the yes-men who | 


surround him. Is it pretty much an axiom that 
the more powerful a man is, the less desir- 
able it is to see him naked? 

Arden Theatre (4 St. Anne St., St, Albert) 


THREE MO’ TENORS 

January 24-February 15 (Citadel Theatre) 
Marion J. Caffey has previously delighted 
Citadel audiences with the musical revues 


‘Cookin’ at the Cookery and Three Mo’ Divas. 


This one's mo’ self-explanatory than most: 
three tenors perform a roof-raising evening 
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of opera, gospel, jazz, soul; and Broadway 
favourites. No plot, just an awesome display 
of tonsilpower. 

Shoctor Theatre, The Citadel (9828-101A Ave.) 


LES BALLETS JAZZ DE MONTREAL 

January 30 (Brian Webb Dance Company) 
Edmonton choreographer Aszure Barton 
scored a Tony nomination for her work on the 
recent Broadway revival of The Threepenny 
Opera starring Alan Cumming and Cyndi Lau- 
per. (Yeah! An Edmonton girl invented dance 
moves for Cyndi Lauper! How cool is that?) 
This one-night-only performance showcases 
two new works Barton created for BJM: Jack 
in the Box and Les Chambres de Jacques. 
“Jacques,” by the way, is French for “Jack.” 
Lotta Jack in this show. 

Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 





MAJOR BARBARA 
February 5-14 (Studio Theatre) 
Jim Mezon has spent nearly half his life em- 


ployed at the Shaw Festival. Why, the fellow 
even directed Major Barbara at the National 
Theatre School in Montreal earlier this year. 
You'd think he'd be sick of Shaw and all his 
ridiculously long stage directions by now, but 
you'd be wrong: he's coming to the U of A as 
the 2009 Mary Mooney Distiguished Visiting 
Artist, and he'll be directing Major Barbara all 
over again with the B.FA. Acting class. The 
man’s a Shaw glutton! 

Timms Centre for the Arts (University of Alberta) 


DAUGHTER OF THE REGIMENT 

February 7, 10,12 (Edmonton Opera) 

Gaetano Donizetti's comic opera tells the 
tale of Marie, who was “adopted” by a regi- 
ment of French soldiers when she was just a 
little girl, and Tonio, the man who is so smit- 
ten with her beauty that he joins the army 
just to be near her. Wouldn't you know it — a 
marquise shows up claiming to be Marie's 
aunt, and promptly whisks her away from 
her “uncouth” military lifestyle. Plenty of 
slapstick comedy and high “C's (nine ina row 
in the aria “Ah! Mes amis, quel jour de féte!”) 


ensue. 
Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 


THE BIG LEAGUE 

February 10-15 (Fringe Theatre Adventures) 
Carousel Theatre's Jessie Award-winning play 
about kids who love playing hockey and the 
dads who scream at them from the stands 
feturns to the Arts Barns. Come for the roll- 
erblading stunts, stay for the message about 
self-esteem and good sportsmanship. 
Transalta Arts Barns (10330-84th Ave.) 


HAMLET 

February 18-28 (Walterdale Theatre) 

Would you believe that after 50 seasons, the 
Walterdale’s never done a single production 
of Hamlet? Time to get cracking on those 
soliloquies, guys! 

Walterdale Playhouse (10322-83rd Ave.) 


THE FIDDLE AND THE DRUM 
February 20-21 (Alberta Ballet) 
This collaboration between music icon Joni 
Mitchell and choreographer Jean Grand- 


Maitre was perhaps the most attention-get- 
ting Alberta cultural creation of 2007 — and 
now it’s back, with four bonus tracks added, 
just like a classic album reissued to iTunes. 
What Canadian musical legend will be next 
to make a foray into the world of modern 
dance? It better not be Glass Tiger. 

Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 


ONTHEICEOF LABRADOR <@> 

February 20-21 (Brian Webb Dance Company) 
Here's the second ice-themed show of the 
BWOC season, following The:Modesty of Ice- 
bergs. This one is the work of Canadian cho- 
feographer Sarah Chase (working here with 
Montreal Danse), and boy, does this one in- 
corporate some unusual imagery: trombone 
players, aviators, railroad tracks, Alzheimer's 
disease, diabetic blood sugar cycles, and 
more. Colour us intrigued. 

John L. Haar Theatre (10045-156th St.) 


SOME GIRL(S) 
February 20-March 1 (Northern Light Theatre) 
Did you like that Bill Murray movie Broken 
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Flowers, but wish that the main character 
was, like, 100 times more hateable? Well, 
Neil LaBute has come to your rescue with 
this nasty little play about Guy, an about- 
to-be-married novelist who goes on a cross- 
country road trip to visit four ex-girlfriends, 
all of whom he badly mistreated. Christo- 
pher Schulz plays Guy, a role previously per- 
formed, in an odd coincidence, by two former 
NBC Thursday-night sitcom stars: Eric McCor- 
mack and David Schwimmer. 

The Third Space (11516-103rd St.) 


JULIUS CAESAR 

February 21-March 15 (The Citadel) 

Et tu, Citadel? James MacDonald directs 
Shakespeare's tale of political intrigue at its 
most brutal. Will he go with the togas? Or 
does MacDonald have another era in mind? 
Maclab Theatre, The Citadel (9828-101A Ave.) 


CRANKED 

February 24 (The Arden) 

Vancouver's Green Thumb Theatre presents 
Michael P. Northey’s play for teen audiences, 
a cautionary tale about a rising freestyle 


rapper who succumbs to crystal meth addic- _ 


tion and then must climb his way out of the 
abyss. 
Arden Theatre (4 St. Anne St., St. Albert) 


AILEY Il 

February 26 (The Arden) 

The energetic junior division of Alvin Ailey's 
celebrated New York dance company returns 
to The Arden after a sold-out performance in 
2007. 

Arden Theatre (4 St. Anne St., St. Albert) 


EXPANSE MOVEMENT ARTS FESTIVAL 
February 26-March 1 (Azimuth Theatre) 

New dance pieces by young choreogra- 
phers. Can the Roxy stage withstand all the 
leaping? 

The Roxy (10708-124th St.) 


GRANDE THEOREE UNIFEE 

March 5-7 (Brian Webb Dance Company) 

The blurb for this show from Productions 
LAPS and rising Montreal choreographer 
Martin Belanger describes it as “a wild con- 
coction at once light and solemn, humour- 
ous and wonderfully pleasurable.” In other 
words, it just might live up to the promise of 
its title and provide audiences with a show 
that contains ... well ... everything! 

Catalyst Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd.) 


DOUBT <@> 

March 7-29 (The Citadel) 

Thanks to this play, which won the Tony and 
the Pulitzerin 2005, John Patrick Shanley will 
no longer be known as “the Moonstruck guy" 


when he dies. In fact, by the time this show 


debuts at The Citadel, he might have won 
the Oscar as well for the upcoming movie 
version, which stars Meryl Streep as a nun in 
1964 New York and Philip Seymour Hoffman 
as the priest she suspects of pedophilia. The 
stars of the Citadel production, Lally Cadeau 
and John Ullyatt, have big shoes to fill! 
Shoctor Theatre, The Citadel (9828-101A Ave.) 


ANNIE 

March 10-15 (Broadway Across Canada) 

Sure, this show may have inspired thousands 
of cloying talent-show renditions of “Tomor- 


row,” but it also’ gave rise to a pretty good 
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Jay-Z song. A new touring production of the 
best Broadway orphan musical since Oliver! 
hits the Jube. 

Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 


BENEATH THE ICE 

March 10-15 (Fringe Theatre Adventures) 
“Edmonton filmmaker and shadow pup- 
peteer”: we think there's only one person 
that description could belong to, and it’s Eva 
Colmers, who wrote this family play about 
a kid forced to accompany his mother on 
a research trip to the far North, where he 
slowly learns to do without TV and the In- 
ternet and warm up to the timeless natural 
beauty of the icy landscape. Tracy Carroll 
directs. 

Transalta Arts Bars (10330-84th Ave.) 


THE PEARL FISHERS 

March 12 & 14 (Edmonton Opera) 

There's more to Georges Bizet than just Car- 
men, you know. Brian Deedrick directs this 
special two-night presentation of the great 
French composer's bewitchingly exotic 1863 
love triangle about two Sri Lankan fisher- 
man and the priestess both of them have 
eyes for. 

Winspear Centre (4 Sir Winston Churchill Square) 


EAST OF BERLIN 

March 12-29 (Theatre Network) 

Brendan Gall, the Toronto playwright whose 
Alias Godot kicks off Theatre Network's new 
season, shows up again, this time as an ac- 
tor in this new play by Hannah Moscovitch, 
about a young man growing up in Paraguay 
who learns to his horror that his father was 
one of the Nazis who ran Auschwitz. Theatre 
Network describes the play as “surprisingly 
funny” — and we'd like to see how Mosco- 
vitch pulls that trick off. 

The Roxy (10708-124th St.) 


AGA-BOOM 
March 13-15 (Festival Place) 

“In less than 100 words, the official blurb for 
this family show manages to squeeze in the 
phrases “interactive mayhem,” “outrageous 
Zaniness,” “unrestrained laughter,” “fun- 
house mirror,” and, most ominously of all, 
“75-minute explosion.” Hence the Boom, we 


presume. 
Festival Place (100 Festival Way, Sherwood Park) 


THE ADDLEPATED NIXIE 

March 13-21 (Grant MacEwan) 

Many years ago, Stewart Lemoine wrote Or- 
lando Unhinged, an original adaptation of 
Orlando Furioso, for the Grant MacEwan the- 
atre arts class. The youthfulness of his cast 
(and the sheer number of actors available 
to him) inspired Lemoine to new heights of 
playful creativity. Now he's back with a new 
scfipt for a new crop of Grant MacEwan 
students, and-judging from the title, it's an 
equally fizzy and whimsical creation. 

John L. Haar Theatre (10045-156th St.) 


AYEAR OF WINTER 

March 19-29 (Shadow Theatre) 

This is the fourth play by Scott Sharplin to 
appear on Edmonton stages this season, 
following Inferno Sonata/Truth Factory in 
October and his haunted-theatre melo- 
drama Black Hearts in the Green Room in 
December. This one, if anything, promises 
to be even spookier than Black Hearts: a 
tale of two artists (Tracy Penner and James 
Hamilton) slowly going mad in their isolated 
loft that makes the most extensive use of 
masks of any play to hit Edmonton stages 
since /, Claudia. 

Varscona Theatre (10329-83rd Ave.) 


ROBERTO ZUCCO 

March 26-April 4 (Studio Theatre) 

When Roberto Zucco’s parents refused 
to lend him their car, he stabbed them to 
death. Five years later, he escaped from the 
psychiatric hospital where he was confined 
and spent the next year and a half on the 
lam, committing a string of burglaries, rapes, 
and murders. He was finally caught in 1988, 
and French writer Bernard-Marie Koltés cre- 
ated this biographical play shortly thereaf- 
ter, somehow resisting the urge to title it /'m 
Gonna Git You, Zucco! Director Stefan Dzep- 
arosky supervises the mayhem. 

Timms Centre for the Arts (University of Alberta) 


ALICE IN WONDERLAND 
March 27-28 (Alberta Ballet) 
Edmund Stripe, fresh from choreographing 


The Nutcracker, turns his attention to an- 
other beloved tale of a young girl wandering 
through a fantastical world. Truthfully, we're 
dying just to see'how they stage the shrink- 
ing scene. 

Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 


EXTINCTION SONG <> 

March 28-April 19 (Citadel Theatre) 

Ron Jenkins’ bittersweet play about James, 
a seven-year-old boy who escapes from his 
teal life by imagining he's been raised by 
wolves, has a reputation as one of the great 
unproduced Edmonton scripts. Now it gets 
its much-anticipated world premiere at The 
Citadel, with Ron Pederson playing James. 
That's two, two, two Rons in one! 

Rice Theatre, The Citadel (9828-101A Ave.) 


APRIL 


DEATHTRAP 

April 1-11 (Walterdale Theatre) 

One of the biggest screams we've ever 
heard in a movie theatre came during a 
screening of the movie version of Ira Levin's 
suspense comedy about a playwright who 
concocts a cold-blooded scheme to steal 
a young writer's brilliant script. Okay, the 
scream was coming from us — but can you 
blame us? That moment where Christo- 
pher Reeve comes through the window is 
terrifying! 

Walterdale Playhouse (10322-83rd Ave.) 


DIASPORAMA 

April 8-9 (Brian Webb Dance Company) 

The “PPS” in="PPS Dance” is Montreal 
choreographer Pierre-Paul Savoie, who here 
presents work by two Quebec dancemak- 
ers who live abroad but have not forgotten 
where they came from: Mi-unni d’eux by Luc 
Dunberry, who currently lives in Berlin; and .. 
and the air felt like it would burst into flame 
by André Gingras, who lives in Amsterdam 
(where it apparently gets tremendously 
hot). 

Timms Centre for the Arts (University of Alberta) 


THE TIMEKEEPERS 

April 14-19 (Fringe Theatre Adventures) 

Israel's Ocean of Sugar theatre troupe brings 
their acclaimed 2007 Fringe production back 
to Edmonton. it's the story of the unlikely 
friendship that develops between a young 
German homosexual and an older, homo- 
phobic Jewish man when they're both as- 
signed to repair watches as inmates of the 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp. The 
actors have likely grown just as close: the 
cast has remained intact after more than 
three years of touring. 

Transalta Arts Barns (10330-84th Ave.) 


DARWIN THE DINOSAUR 

April 18 (The Arden) 

This children's show uses flexible glow-in- 
the-dark wire to tell the story of a magi- 
cal scientist who creates a dinosaur in his 





laboratory, and then frees him: to explore 
the wider world outside, Hmmm... is this 
a pro-evolution allegory or a stealth anti- 
evolution tract? Or are we overthinking 
things? 

Arden Theatre (4 St. Anne St., St., Albert) 


THE WIZARD OF 0Z 

April 18-May 24 (Citadel Theatre) 

“I'd unravel every riddle for any individdle/In 
trouble or in pain/With the thoughts I'd be 
thinkin’ | could be another Lincoln/If | only 
had a brain.” The Citadel scored a big hit last 
year with Beauty and the Beast, and they've 
got another family-friendly musical.on tap 
this season. No singing candlesticks in this 
one, but plenty of flying monkeys! 

Shoctor Theatre, The Citadel (9828-1014 Ave.) 


STRAY 

April 24-May 3 (Workshop West) 

The Kowalczyks lost their 12-year-old son 
eight years ago during a camping trip and 
always assumed he was dead, even though 
the body was never discovered. Don't these 
people watch soap operas? Never assume 
anyone is dead if you can't find the body! 
Now they've got a young man on their door- 
step claiming to be the missing kid. The guy 
sounds fishy to us, but we'll have to go see 
the world premiere of local writer Elyne 
Quan's new play to see if our suspicions are 
justified. 

La Cité Francophone (8627-9ist St.) 
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CONCERTS PERFORMED BY FACULTY AND FRIENDS OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF Music. 


Our premier Ovations series features guest 
artists from around the world in performances 
and masterclasses 


Build your own MACH series - 
Purchase six admissions for the price of five! 


Sep 14,2PmM Chamber Winds 


Nov 2, 8pm Studio de Musique Ancienne de Montreal 
Ocr1,8pm_ Catherine Vickers, piano 


Fes 13, 8pm Brian Bowman, euphonium; Symphonic Wind Ensemble 


Mar 9, 8pm Raphael Wallfisch, cello; Janet Scott Hoyt, piano Det 5: 20M. Cuatene Intemational de Saxophones 


Ocr 26, 8pm Tanya Prochazka, cello; Magda Adamek-Kurgan, piano 

Nov 14, 8pm Petar Dundjerski, flute; Aaron Au, violin; Charles Pilon, viola; 
Julie Amundsen, cello 

s ~ Nov 23, 8pm _ Lidia Khaner, oboe; Janet Scott Hoyt, piano 

Winspear Centre Special Event J 


JAN 16, 8pm From Scandinavia - Brass! 


Nov 17, 8pm (Tickets at Winspear 780.428.1414) Jan 30, 8PM Milton Schlosser, piano; Aaron Au, violin; 
Tanya Prochazka, cello 


Fes 6,8rm William Street, saxophone; Roger Admiral, piano 


Brian McIntosh, Bass-Baritone with the 
University Symphony Orchestra under Tanya Prochazka 


Works by Verdi, Massenet, Mendeslssohn and Holst Fes 8, 8pm Songs of Love and War 
Mari, 8pM_ Verve Trio 


Apr i7,8pmM New Music 


(0809-21R-(95-7779 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR OR IN ADVANCE THROUGH TIX ON THE SQUARE 780.420.1757 AND THE GRAMOPHONE 780.428.2356 


ALL PERFORMANCES ARE IN CONVOCATION HALL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE AND OUR MANY OTHER EVENTS, SEE WWW.MUSIC.UALBERTA.CA OR CALL 780.492.3611 


— Nicholas Arthur___ 


KILBURN 
Pisnonrnn cosmid sens 
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THE SEASON 
2008 


WHO TO CALL 
WHERE T0 BUY 





ALBERTA BALLET 
428-6839/www.albertaballet.com 


THE ARDEN 


459-1542/www.ardentheatre.com 


AZIMUTH THEATRE 
454-0583/www.azimuththeatre.com 


BRIAN WEBB DANCE COMPANY 
452-3282/www.bwdc.ca 


CATALYST THEATRE 
43)-1750/www.catalysttheatre.ca 


THE CITADEL 
425-1820/www.citadeltheatre.com 


EDMONTON OPERA 
429-1000/www.edmontonopera.com 


FESTIVAL PLACE 
464-2852/www.festivalplace.ab.ca 


FRINGE THEATRE ADVENTURES 
409-1910/ 
www.fringetheatreadventures.ca 


GRANT MACEWAN THEATRE ARTS 
Info: 497-4393/Tix: 420-1757/ 
www.maceewan.ca/theatrearts 


NORTHERN LIGHT THEATRE 
471-1586/ 
www.northernlighttheatre.com 


SHADOW THEATRE 
434-5564/www.shadowtheatre.org 


STUDIO THEATRE 
Info: 492-2495/Tix: 420-1757/ 
www.studiotheatre.ca 


THEATRE NETWORK 
453-2440/www.attheroxy.com 


L'UNITHEATRE 
469-8400/www.lunitheatre.ca 


WALTERDALE THEATRE 
Info: 439-2845/Tickets: 420-1757/ 
Wwww.walterdaleplayhouse:com 


WORKSHOP WEST 
477-5955/www.workshopwest.org 
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LATRAVIATA 
April 25, 28, 30 (Edmonton Opera) 

Alberta's own Laura Whalen takes on the role 
of Violetta, the glamourous Parisian courte- 
san who gives up her life of sensual pleasure 
for the sake of her lover Alfredo — only to 
have his father beg her to end the affair, Al- 
fredo publicly denounce her as a whore, and 
then to die of consumption at the end of Act 
Three. Life ain't easy when you're the heroine 
of a Verdi opera. 

Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 


LOVE <=> 

April 30-May 10 (Northern Light Theatre) 
Northern Light Theatre closes out their 
season with this bruiser of a drama by Aus- 
tralian playwright Patricia Cornelius, about 
two lesbian lovers — one a whore, the other 
her pimp, both of them addicted to heroin 
— whose relationship acquires a third partici- 
pant in the form of a violent male ex-con. It 
sure sounds like a tough watch, we'll admit, 
but we're eager to see what Amber Borotsik, 
Natascha Girgis, and Rob Van Meenen do 
with the material. 

The Third Space (11516-103rd St.) 


MAY 


NEVERMORE <@> 

May 2-16 (Catalyst Theatre) 

The team behind Catalyst Theatre's tri- 
umphant production of Frankenstein (that 
would be _ playwright/composer/director 
Jonathan Christenson, designer Bretta Ge- 


-fecke, and choreographer Laura Krewski, for 


those of you keeping track) turns their eye 
toward the gloomy life and spooky poems 
and stories of Edgar Allan Poe. The critics will 
be raven! 

Catalyst Theatre (8529 Gateway Blvd.) 


BUDDY <> 

May 7-24 (Theatre Network) 

Jesse Gervais and Mark Jenkins star in this 
new play by Darrin Hagen as best friends 
growing up in a small Alberta town nestled 
against the Rocky Mountains. Hagen is best- 
known, of course, as Edmonton's leading 
drag queen, but in shows like Tornado Mag- 
net he's also shown a surprisingly deft touch 
when it comes to evoking rural settings. With 
these actors and a multimedia lightshow 
from lan Jackson, this one could be some- 
thing special. 

The Roxy (10708-124th St.) 


ASTREETCAR NAMED DESIRE 

May 12-13 (Alberta Ballet) 

The vividly physicalized characters and pow- 
erful emotions of Tennessee Williams’ clas- 
sic drama make it a natural for the world of 
dance, and Ballet British Columbia has taken 
up the challenge with this vigourous produc- 
tion. “I've always depended upon the lithe- 
ness of strangers.” 

Jubilee Auditorium (11455-87th Ave.) 


ASSASSINS 

May 14-23 (Studio Theatre) 

MFA Directing candidate Clinton Carew is a 
man after our own heart: as his thesis pro- 
duction, he's chosen Stephen Sondheim's 
musical about the great American tradition 
of trying to assassinate the president. John 
Wilkes Booth and Lee Harvey Oswald get 
their moment in the spotlight, but so do 
lesser-known trigger-pullers like Giuseppe 
Zangara (who tried to kill FDR) and Samuel 





Byck (who tried to kill Nixon). The song about 
Leon Czolgosz's killing of William McKinley is 
unbelievably catchy! 

Timms Centre (University of Alberta) 


FOOTLIGHT FESTIVAL 

May 27-June 6 (Walterdale Theatre) 

Short plays, workshops, staged readings, 
found table discussions, and an all-around 
informal, convivial atmosphere — the Wal- 
terdale gives new work by local playwrights 
an airing. 

Walterdale Playhouse (10322-83rd Ave.) 


GLORIOUS! <@> 
May 28-June 14 (Studio Theatre) 


“People may say | can't sing,” Florence Foster | 


Jenkins once said, “but no one can ever say | | = 
didn't sing.” That's for sure: Jenkins (no rela- | 


tion to Ron) became famous in the first half | 
of the 20th century as perhaps the most in- | 


ept soprano in the history of recorded sound. 
Peter Quilter's play is sort of the Ed Wood of 


the opera world, a comic biographical tribute | 


to a woman who never let her complete ab- 
sence of pitch, rhythm, or tone keep her from 
performing to an adoring crowd at Carnegie 


Hall. After Dough, it's Coralie Cairns’ second | 


one-woman show of the season, and prob- 
ably a welcome break from the perfection- 
ism of Martha Stewart. 

Varscona Theatre (10329-83rd Ave.) 


JUNE 


NEXTFEST 2009 

June 11-21 (Theatre Network) 

Steve Pirot curates another sprawling col- 
lection of theatre, dance, visual art, film, and 


music by emerging Edmonton talent. It’s the | 


event that makes being a drama nerd actu- 
ally seem cool! 
The Roxy (10708-124th St.) and other venues 


CITY OF TRIBES 

June 13-14 (Brian Webb Dance Company) 

Here's an exciting one: this show, the brain- 
child of choreographed by Vivine Scarlett, 
pools the talents of two international 
dance companies from the African diaspora 


— namely COBA from Toronto and Tavaziva | 


Dance from Birmingham, England. COBA/ 
Tavaziva: even the name makes you want to 
dance! 

John L. Haar Theatre (10045-156th St.) 


FIRST NATIONS AND METIS PERFORMANCE 
CABARET 

June 19-20 (Workshop West) 

This event remains in the planning stages — 
it'll probably even have a different, snappier 
name by the time June rolls around — but we 
like where Workshop West artistic director 
Michael Clark is heading with the concept: a 
cross-disciplinary festival that hopefully will 
do for Edmonton's First Nations community 
what Loud & Queer has done for the LGBT 
scene. 

Venue to be announced 


JULY 


YOU'RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE BROWN 

July 8-18 (Walterdale Theatre) 

This Off-Broadway musical based on Charles 
Schulz’s Peanuts comic strip is more than 40 
years old, but dammit, that song about the 


book report never grows old. Watch out for | 


that kite-eating tree, Chuck! 
Walterdale Playhouse (10322-83rd Ave.) 
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DAILY HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT: 


LYLE HOBBS | 
THURSDAY/ERIDAY 
SEPT. 11.&12 















STARTS AT 9 PM 
HOSTED BY RUBBER B 








THE EDMONTON INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL PRESENTS 


1 oNE 


A24-HOUR FILM MAKING CHALLENGE 


REGISTER AT EDMONTONFILMFEST.COM 


September 26th until October 4th PASSES ON SALE Now! 
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CHRISTINA SCHMOLKE FOUR ROOMS CITY CENTRE Doors 
at 8 p.m. $Sat the door, 

GRAHAM LAWRENCE JULIANS PIANO BAR Show starts 
at8p.m. 


LIVE MUSIC 
THI i 


| 
JOHN DIGWEED EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE doors at 9 p.m. | 
UKULELE FESTIVAL NEW CITY No minors. Admission by 
donation, doors at 8 p.m. 


| AGAINST ME EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE All ages, doors 
at7 p.m. 

| TODD REYNOLDS CHATEAU LOUIS, OUCH OF CLASS GAMING 
| ROOM Doors at 8:30 p.m. 

WYCKHAM PORTEOUS HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Doors at 5 

| P.M. For tickets visit www.tixonthesquare.com. 

| 


DJ HARRY JAMES THE DOCKS Every Thu. 

HIGHER LEVEL THURSDAYS LEVEL 2LOUNGE Drum & 
bass with DJs Dreadnought, PhatCat, MC Enlite, and guests, 
Every Thu. 

ILOVE 80S NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE with Dexter Nebula 
& Anarchy Adam. Every Thu. 

JUNIOR BROWN RED STAR Every Thu. 

MIA FELLOW BUDDY’S with D) WestCoastBabyDaddy. 
Every Thu. 

PUB NIGHT THURSDAYS THE BANK Every Thu. 

SALSA STYLE THURSDAYS THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
Every Thu. | 
URBAN SUBSTANCE THURSDAYS GINGUR SKY LOUNGE | 
with Urban Substance Sound Crew. Every Thu, | 


DEAD JESUS DOUBLE CD RELEASE THE STARLITEROOM 
Featuring Skepsis, and local death metal from Necrobiosis. 
Doors at 9 p.m. 

ELTON JOHN REXALL PLACE Doors at 8 p.m. 

FIRST ANNUAL BIG ROCK CELTIC FESTIVAL HERITAGE 
AMPITHEATRE HAWRELAK PARK Gates open at 2 p.m, 
Tickets available through Ticketmaster, 


: ‘SAM COCKRELL CASINO EDMONTON For info call 780- 
CHRISTINA SCHMOLKE FOUR ROOMS CITY 












424-9467. 

CENTRE Doors at 8 p.m. $5 at the door. SATURDAY AFTERNOON JAM BLUES ON 
GRAHAM LAWRENCE JULIANS WHYTE Hosted by Angela Mackenzi, 
PIANO BAR Show starts at 8 p.m. HOT PIC K every Sat. 
Be LIVE MUSIC | JAZZ 

Wank . . 

IUA\ Christina Schmolke itis eee 

' J Three nights of sweet SENET 

jazz, ROOMS CITY CENTRE Doors at 8 

END CREDITS LIKWID LOUNGE Sep. 11 p.m. $5 at the door. 
With Bayonettes and guests “e nieene SOE 7 GRAHAM LAWRENCE JULIANS 
SOULJAH FYAH FESTIVAL PLACE PIANO BAR Show starts at 8 p.m. 
The first installment of Petro- Canada’s 


Café “aie 730p.m. HANSON EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Doors at 8 


p.m. Tickets available through Ticketmaster Charge-by- 
phone (780-451-8000). 

MARLEIGH & MUELLER HULBERT’S Unique blend of 
harmonies, superb musicality, classic pop/jazz & musical 
theatre. $10 cover, 

TODD REYNOLDS CHATEAU LOUIS, OUCH OF CLASS GAMING 
ROOM Doors at 8:30 p.m. 

WYCKHAM PORTEOUS HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Doors at 5 
p.m. For tickets visit www.tixonthesquare.com 


SAM COCKRELL CASINO EDMONTON For info call 780- 
424-9467. 


BITCH BITCH BITCH NEW CITY SUBURBS Every Fri. 

CONNECTED FRIDAYS THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Local 

house & international guest DJs. Every Fri. 

DJ CLAY STONEHOUSE PUB Every Fri. 

DJ EDDY TOONFLASH BUDDY'S Every Fri. 

DJ LOOSE CANNON /RON HORSE Every Fri. 

DJ SHAWNIBIS ON THE ROCKS Every Fri. 

FORBIDDEN FRIDAYS EMPIRE BALLROOM Every Fri. 

FORMULA FRIDAYS LEVEL 2 LOUNGE DJ Groovy Cuvy, DJ 
~ Fuuze. Every Fri. 

FRIDAY NIGHT FREAK OUT NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 

with Anarchy Adam and G-Whiz. Every Fri. 

JUICY DJ SUEDE LOUNGE Every Fri. 

THE MOD CLUB HALO Soul, R&B, indie, Brit pop, new wave, 

Teggae & classic punk, DJs Blue Jay & Travy D. Every Fri. 

NEON NIGHTS THE BANK Every Fri. 

RED FRIDAYS THE DOCKS Military appreciation night. 


PETRO POLUJIN ROYAL COACH DINING ROOM Show starts 
atSp.m. 


DJ RUDY ELECTRO BUDDY'S Every Mon. 
ECLECTIC NONSENSE BLACK 006 with Confederacy of 
Dunces, Dad Rock, T) Hookah, and Rear Admiral Saunders. 


Every Fi. Every Mon. 
ROCK THE GLOBE WEEKENDS GLOBE TAP BAR & GRILL MUNCH ON METAL MONDAYS NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Every Fri Every Mon. 


SEXY FRIDAY 180 DEGREES Reggae and Top 40 with 


5 ¥: . | 
Generation IIVEXX & DJ G-Unitt. Every Fri. | LISTINGS cont’d pg 38 





HIGHLIGHT - XOXO 





Playing For Keeps | Yeah, it’s sort of like that old game you used to play in kindergarten. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


Hexes & Ohs « Sep. 12 Riverdale Hall 

Anyone who lists the Pet Shop Boys in their top ten favourite groups of all time 
can't help but come across as being a little shady, you know, in that Boy George 
kind of way. But after taking a closer look at these two high school sweethearts 
from Montreal we think that they might be on to something with their electropop 
hoopla. Their latest album Bedroom Madness is a significant departure from their 
debut album Goodbye Friend, Welcome Lover — even though both titles drip thick 
with steamy Quebec innuendos. They're such a tease. 
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JOIN THE RIDE OF THE CENTURY 


MOVING MUSIC 


TWO FREE SHOWS FOR ETS CENTENNIAL WEEK! 


SUNDAY 


SEPT 12 SEPT 14 | 
7-11PM | 12-5PM | 


UT "LE Fuz 


AYLA BROOK 


5 





TREVOR TCH IRB, 
SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE 
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LISTINGS from pg 37 


TUES SDAY 


ALTERNATIVE 


ROCK OUT WITH YER BOX OUT NEW CITY Every Wed. 
WILD CHERRY WEDNESDAYS STOLL/'S with Tripswitch, 
Rezidnt Funk, Steve Velocity, Fusion. Every Wed. 

WILD STYLE WEDNESDAYS-HIP-HOP VELVET UNDER- 
GROUND Every Wed. 


CONCERTS 


SINGIN’ THEIR SONGS BLUE CHAIR CAFE, SEP. 12 Featuring 
Rob Heath, Jay Willis & Bob Jahrig, Tickets $15 in advance or 
$20 at the door. Doors at 8 p.m. 


OPEN STAGE 


SATURDAY 

BLUES ON WHYTE 4-8:30 p.m. Afternoon jam, visit www. 
bluesonwhyte.a 

THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 7-10 p.m. Music and 
poetry open mic. 

COAST TO COAST 9 p.m.-2am. with Troy P Wright. 
EXPRESSIONZ CAFE IST SAT EVERY MONTH 1-5 p.m. 
Hosted by Karyn Stirling. Info: www.expressionzcafe.com. 
MORANGO’S TEK CAFE 7-10 p.m. Hosted by Tommy. Info: 
www.morangostekcafes.com. 

THE NEW TAPHOUSE 3-7 p.m. Molson open stage, hosted 
by Carmen Cook. 

XWRECKS 7 p.m.. 


SUNDAY 


| | DUSTERS PUB Hosted by The Mary Thomas Band. 














VENUE GUIDE 


180 DEGREES RESTAURANT & NIGHTCLUB 10730 
IO7THAVE. 780-414-0233. 

ARDEN THEATRE #5 ST, ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT 
780-459-1542. 

THE ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE. 
ATLANTIC TRAP & GILL 7704 104TH ST. 780-432-4611. 
AVENUE SKATEPARK 9030 IISTH AVE, 780-477-2149. 
[AXIS CAFE 10349 JASPER AVE. 780-990-0031. 

BAR WILD 10551 WHYTE AVE. 780-432-0814. 

BELL & COURT PUB 200-10A MAIN BLVD. SHERWOOD 
PARK 780-464-1326. 

BLACK DOG 10425 82ND AVE. 780-439-1082. 

BLIND PIG #32 ST. ANNEST, ST. ALBERT 780-418-6332. 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624 76TH AVE. 780-989-286). 
BLUES ON WHYTE 10329 62ND AVE. 780-439-5058. 
B-STREET BAR 11818 IIITH AVE. 780-414-0545. 
BUDDY’S 11725B JASPER AVE. 780-488-7736. 

BUD'S LOUNGE CAPILANO MALL, 98TH AVE. 5OTHST. 
780-469-5588. 

CAFE LEVA 1053 86TH AVE. 780-479-5382. 

CAFE BRITT /-20 MCLEOD AVE, SPRUCE GROVE 
780-962-2511. 

THE CARROT ARTS COFFEEHOUSE 935] 118TH AVE. 
780-471-1580. 

CASTLEDOWNS PUB 16753 100TH ST. 780-457-711 
CASINO EDMONTON 7055 ARGYLL RD. 780-463-9467, 
CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12464 153RD ST. 780-424-9467, 
CENTURY CASINO 13103 FORT RD. 780-643-4000. 
CHIMMY?S 8304 144TH AVE, 780-478-1770. 
CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 MILLBOURNE RD. 
780-462-6565. 

CLIFF’S PUB & PANTRY 8214 I75TH ST, 780-487-8887 
COCODI 10160 100A ST. 780-425-1717 





CROWN PUB 10709 109TH ST. 780-426-5618. 
DOYLE’S PUB 2619 ISIST AVE. 780-473-1961. 


10355 whyte ave. Your Music Destination 780.434.6342 
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EDDIE SHORTS 9 p.m. Hosted by Rob Taylor, instruments 
and gear provided. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB Afternoon jam hosted by Rock ‘n Roll 


Kenny. 
NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 3-6 p.m. Hosted by Willie 


BACKSWING PORCH THEROCKPUBANDGRILLAmmar's James & Crawdad. 
Moosehead Open Stage. Hosted by Mark Ammar and Noel O’BYRNE’S IRISH PUB 9 p.m. Hosted by Joe Bird. 
Ladies maar aria amciyinuieda 
a jam . 
DJS/CLUB NIGHTS SONG WRITER'S STAGE HULBERT’S 7610 115 St.Hosted by 
DJ ARROWCHASER BUDDY'S Every Tue, Rhea March. Info: www-hulberts.ca. 
DJHOT PHILLY RED STAR Experimental indie rock, hiphop, | TEDDY'S LOUNGE & EATERY 9:30 p.m. 
and electro. Every Tue. MONDAY 
COOL LATIN TUESDAYS FUNKY BUDDHA 
Dance Lessons. Every Tue. THE IVORY CLUB 8 p.m. Hosted by 
WEDNESD! HOT PICK Wane 
WEDNESDAY Fon LB'SPUB9pm-1230am. 
bach Bik oat Hosted by Shaved Posse: Ken, 

BAD RELIGION EDMONTON EVENT PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7 p.m. 
CENTRE All ages, doors at 7 p.m. Acoustic fiddle jam hosted by 
DJS/CLUB NIGHTS Wi fos ees 

| BEATPARTY WEDNESDAYS STOLLI'S ee ae 
FEAsHmACK WEDNESDAYS TEAONC pune-Tean with Mike McDonald and 

| Mast-up retro beats Every Wed. SUES 
GLITTER GULCH WEDNESDAYS BLACK 006 with DJ TUESDAY 
Buster Friendly. Every Wed. THE DRUID 9 p.m. Hosted by Chris Wynters. 
GUEST DJ RED STAR Every Wed. THE ROCK PUB AND GRILL 8:30 p.m.-1a.m. Ammar's 


Moose Head Jam, hosted by Mark Ammar, and Noel "Big 
Cat" Mackenzie. Every Tues. Call 780-458-5571. 
SIDELINERS PUB 8 p.m. All Star Jam. Hosted by Alicia Tait 
and Rickey Sidecar. 

WEDNESDAY 


CAFE BRITT 7-9 p.m. hosted by Paul LePage. 

EDDIE SHORTS Open jam, all gear provided. 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 7:30 p.m. hosted by Ido Vanderlaan 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 7:30 p.m. Hosted by Rock ‘n’ 

Roll Kenny. 










CHIMMY’S Thu, Fri, Sat 9:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m. with Jimmy. 
CHRISTOPHER'S PUB Tue, 9 p.m. with Sonia/Prosound. 
CROWN & ANCHOR PUB Thu, 10:30 p.m. 
CLIFF'S PUB & PANTRY Sat & Sun with Krista, Liquid 
Entertainment. 
DEVANEYS Thu, 8 p.m. 
DOYLE’S PUB Fri, 10 p.m.-2a.m. and Sat, 10 p.m.-2a.m. 
with Ewan. 
THE DRUID Wed, 9 p.m. with Mr. Entertainment. 
DUSTER’S PUB Sat. 
D.W.’S PUB & GRILL Fri, 9 p.m. a.m. Hosted by Mr. 
Entertainment. 
ECCO PUB Mon, 9 p.m.-l a.m. with Sonia/Prosound 
Productions. 
ELEMENT LOUNGE Wed, 9 p.m. 
FORT GAMING LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR Fri, 9p.m.-lam. 
with Angel How. 
FOX PUB Tue, 9p.m. 
FUNKY BUDDHA Sun, 9:30 p.m. with Mr. Entertainment. 
GAS PUMP Tue & Wed, 9 p.m.- 1:30 a.m. with Gord's Live 
Jukebox. 
H20 SPORTS BAR & LOUNGE Tue, Thu, Sat & Sun, 
HAWKEYES TOO Fri & Sat, 8 p.m. with Hot Karaoke 
Productions. 
HILLTOP PUB Thu, 9:30 p.m.. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB Thu & Fri with Krista, Liquid Entertain- 
ment. 
INGLEWOOD PUB Thu 9:30 p.m.-2 a.m. with Gordo, Fri & 
Sat with Jolly Greg Giant.wed with shaunna 
JUGS PUB Sat, 9 p.m. 
KEEP IT SIMPLE (KIS) CLUB Tue & Sun, 6-10 p.m. Except 
2nd Tue of the month. 
KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH Fri & Sat. 10p.m.-2a.m. Gord's Live 
Jukeox. 
L.B’S PUB Tue, 9:30 p.m.-1:30 a.m. with The Karaokenuts. 
THE LOCKER ROOM PUB Mon, 9 p.m.-1 a.m. with Norm. 
METRO BILLIARDS Tue, 10 p.m.-2a.m. with Lounge 
Lizard Entertainment. 

MOJO'S Fri, 9:30 p.m. with Sonia/Prosound 
Productions. 


LITTLE FLOWER OPEN STAGE 8 p.m. MONA LISA PUB Thu-Sat., 9:30 
Hosted by Brian Gregg. Info: www. HOT PICK p.m-2am.Fri-Sat., with Cathy. 
Lessa pm LIVE MUSIC NIKITA’S Tue & Thu, 7 p.m.- 
pm. midnight with Shelley. 
Hosted by Danny Floyd. rarest ON THE ROCKS Mon, 9:30 p.m. 
PLEASANTVIEW HALL 7:30 p.m. harity Drink the Bar Dry Karaoke with 
Bluegrass jam hosted by Northern Sep. 11(8 p.m.) Scott Parsons, Mr. Entertainment. 
Bluegrass Circle Music Society. NEW rainy COMPOU ND OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
THE ROCK PUB Acoustic night. PUB & GRILL Sat, 9 p.m. with 
‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Acoustic open Jennie Joy. 
mic every Wed. Email Jessie at jl jalbert@ RAMADA SOUTH Thu, 8 p.m. Colin & Ed 
gmail.com by Mondays to book a spot that week. Music Trivia. Sun, 8 p.m.-midnight with Colin & Ed, 
Almost Famous. 
RATT Tues, 9 p.m. Colin & Ed Music Trivia. Wed, 8 p.m. with 
KARAOKE Colin, Almost Famous. 
ROSARIO'S PUB & KARAOKE CENTRAL Daily, 9 p.m. 
B-STREET BAR Wed-Sun with Brad Scott. WOODYS PUB Mondays & Saturdays with Host Chad, 
BLIND PIG Wed & Fri with Shelley, | 8p.m-1am. 
BUD’S LOUNGE Fri & Sat, 9 p.m.-1:30 a.m, with Mr. 
Entertainment. 


THE DRUID 1/606 JASPER AVE. 780-454-9928, 
DUSTERS PUB 6402 II8TH AVE. 780-474-5554. 

DV8 TAVERN 8307 99TH ST. 780-760-0077 

ECCO PUB 9605 667H AVE. 780-435-5050. 

EDDIE SHORTS 10713 124TH ST. 780-453-3663. 
ELEMENT LOUNGE 10807 106TH AVE, 780-420-1530. 
EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM, UPPER LEVEL PHASE II, 
780-486-9494, 

EMPRESS ALE HOUSE 9912 82ND AVE. 780-758-2754. 
ESMERELDA'S THE RAMADA ON KINGSWAY, 11634 
KINGSWAY AVE, 780-453-7320. 

EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125 J07TH AVE. 780-471-9125. 
FESTIVAL PLACE 100 FESTIVAL WAY, SHERWOOD PARK 
780-464-2852. 

FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906 99TH ST. 780-439-9788. 
FILTHY MCNASTYS 2ND FL., 10511 82ND AVE. 
780-432-5224. 

FORT GAMING LOUNGE & SPORTS BAR 13403 FORT 
RD, 780-406-2916. 

FOUR ROOMS 137 CITY CENTRE EAST, 780-426-4767. 
FOX PUB 10125 109TH ST. 780-990-0680. 

FRESH START BAKERY & BISTRO 484 RIVERBEND 
SQUARE, 780-433-9623. 

FUNKY BUDDHA 1034] 82ND AVE. 780-433-9676. 
GAS PUMP 10160 14TH ST. 780-488-4843, 

H20 SPORTS BAR & LOUNGE 10044 82ND AVE. 
780-433-5794, 

HALO 10538 JASPER AVE. 780-423-4256. 
HAWKEYE’S TOO 10044 12ND ST. 780-421-9898. 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15120 A STONY PLAIN ROAD. 
780-756-6010. 

HILLTOP PUB 8220 106TH AVE. 780-490-7359. 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704 124TH ST. 780-452-1168. 
HULBERT’S 7601 115TH ST. 780-436-116). 

IVORY CLUB & EBONY LOUNGE 2940 CALGARY TR. 
SOUTH, 780-465-6800. 

JEFFREYS CAFE & WINE BAR 9640 142ND ST. 
780-451-8890. 

JEKYLL & HYDE PUB 10209 00TH AVE, 780-426-536). 
JET NIGHTCLUB & SPORTS LOUNGE 922] 34TH AVE. 
780-466-6552. 


_ JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE 10045 155TH ST. CENTRE FOR 





THE ARTS, 780-497-4340. 

JR. GRILL & BAR 3901 106TH ST. 780-436-4403. 

JUGS PUB 7450 82ND AVE. 780-465-4046. 

JULIAN’S PIANO BAR CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 KINGSWAY 
AVE, 780-452-7770. 

KEEP IT SIMPLE (KIS) CLUB 11720 82ND ST. 
780-471-4705. 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 1919 105TH ST. 780-461-0587. 
LB'S PUB 23 AKINS DR,, ST. ALBERT, 780-460-9100. 
THE LOCKER ROOM 10209 100TH AVE. 760-421-8892. 
MCDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10025 1OIST ST. 
780-428-1818. 

MEGATUNES 10355 82ND AVE. 780-434-6342. 

METRO BILLIARDS 10250 106TH ST. 780-990-0704. 
MOJO'S PLACE 10115 88TH AVE., FORT SASK. 
780-992-0505. 

MONA LISA PUB 9606 II8TH AVE, 780-477-7752. 
MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 10118 79TH ST. 780-450-9906, 
MURRIETA’S 10612 82ND AVE. 780-438-4100. 
MUTTART HALL ALBERTA COLLEGE, 10050 MACDONALD 
DR. 780-497-5040. 

NAKED CYBER CAFE & ESPRESSO BAR 10354 JASPER 
AVE. 780-425-9730. 

NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL 6108 90TH AVE. 
780-490-1999. 

NEW CITY 10081 JASPER AVE. 780-429-CLUB. 

NIKITA’S 10162-1004 ST. 780-414-0606, 

NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 13535 109A 
AVE. 780-452-6610. 

O’BYRNES IRISH PUB 10616 82ND AVE. 780-414-6766. 
ON THE ROCKS 11740 JASPER AVE. 780-482-4767. 

THE OVERDRIVE 6104 104TH ST. 780-439-9485. 

‘THE PAWN SHOP 2ND FL, 1055] 82ND AVE. 
780-432-0814. ~ 

PEPPERS 320 WESTMOUNT CENTRE, 113TH AVE. & 135TH 
ST. 780-451-8022. S 

PLEASANTVIEW HALL 10860.57TH AVE. 780-434-2870. 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA a 10425 CNVERSITY AVE. 
780-439-9046. a 

RAMADA SOUTHS259 GARY TRA 780-434-3431. 
RATT 7THFL, SUB, U OF ACAMPUS 780-492-2153. 
RENDEZVOUS 10708 149TH ST, 780-444-1622. 
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SEP 20: Blazing with Burt | Te 
Emie he’s in the trunk. Wu-Tang Clan ain't nothin to fuck 
with. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


COMING 


SEP 11 — JOHN DIGWEED Edmonton Event Centre 
‘SEP 12—AGAINST ME!, JAPANTHER, ST. ALVIA 
CARTEL Edmonton Event Centre 

SEP 13 — ELTON JOHN Rexall Place 

SEP 13 — HANSON Edmonton Event Centre 

SEP 14 — DAVE STEWART Winspear Centre 

SEP 16 —NEIL DIAMOND Rexall Place 
SEP 17 — BAD RELIGION Edmonton Event Centre 
SEP 20 — METHOD MAN & REDMAN Edmonton 
Event Centre 

SEP 21—BONNIE TYLER Festival Place 

SEP 21 — LESS THAN JAKE Edmonton Event Centre 
SEP 27 —ALICE COOPER Jubilee Auditorium _—— 
SEP 27 —KELLY CLARKSON, REBA MCENTIRE Rexall 
Place 

OCT 2—SHERYL CROW, JIM CUDDY Rexall Place 
OCT 1—OPETH Edmonton Event Centre 

OCT 4—DAVID KNOPFLER Festival Place 

OCT 4— GARNET ROGERS Queen Alexandra Hall 
OCT 4—JOE SATRIANI Edmonton Event Centre 
OCT 8 —AMON AMARTH Starlite Room 

OCT 8 — TOBY KEITH Rexall Place 

OCT 9—/RON & WINE Myer Horowitz 

OCT 15 — GOGOL BORDELLO Edmonton Event Centre 
OCT 16 —FEIST Rexall Place 

OCT 20 — ENGELBERT HUMPERDINCK Winspear 
Centre 

OCT 24-25 —CELINE DION Rexall Place 

OCT 25—BEDOUIN SOUND CLASH Edmonton Event 
Centre 

NOV 5—/AN TYSON Winspear Centre 

NOV 18 — NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK Rexall Place 
NUV 19 — JAMES BLUNT Rexall Place 

NOV 21—KENNY ROGERS Rexall Place 

NOV 23 —ERICBIBB Winspear Centre 

NOV 27 — THE BARRA MACNEILS Myer Horowitz 
DEC 10 — SARAH BRIGHTMAN Rexall Place 





ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE 7128 ADA BLVD., 
CONCORDIA CAMPUS 780-479-848). 

THE ROCK PUB #570 ST, ALBERT RD. 780-458-5571. 
ROSARIO’S PUB & KARAOKE CENTRAL 11715 108TH 
AVE, 780-447-4727, 

ROSE & CROWN PUB 10235 JOIST ST. 780-426-7827. 
ROSIE'S BAR & GRILL 10475 80TH AVE. 780-439-721). 
SNEAKY PETE'S 12315 II8TH AVE. 780-451-7770. 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE & ROLLER SKATING DISCO 
13710 104TH ST. 780-472-6336. 

STARLITE ROOM 10030 102ND ST. 780-428-1099. 

ST. BASIL'S CULTURAL CENTRE 10879 7IST AVE. 
780-438-6410. 

STEEPS OLD GLENORA 1241] STONY PLAIN RD. 
780-488-1505, 

STEEPS TEA LOUNGE COLLEGE PLAZA, 11116 82ND AVE. 
780-988-8105. 

STRATHEARN STEAK & PIZZA LOUNGE 9514 87TH ST. 
780-465-5478. 

THE STUDIO & MEAD HALL 10940 166A ST. 

THE TAPHOUSE 9020 MCKENNEY AVE, ST. ALBERT, 
780-458-0860. 

TEDDY'S PALACE 11361 JASPER AVE: 780-488-0984. 
TOUCH OF CLASS GAMING ROOM CHATEAU LOUIS, 11727 
KINGSWAY AVE. 780-452-7770. 

TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 10016 105TH ST. 780-990-1712. 
URBAN LOUNGE 10544 WHYTE AVE. 780-437-7699. 
VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030 102ND ST. 780-428-7827. 
WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 12416 132ND AVE. 780-451-5506 


WINDSOR BAR AND GRILL I71267TH AVE. 


YARDBIRD SUITE 10203 86TH AVE. 780-432-0428. 
ZUCCHERO CAPPUCCINO BAR 6336 I60THAVE, 
780-4727640. 
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FIST FEST 
THE PAWN SHOP : SEP. 6 
Team Captain opened Fist Fest at The 
Pawn Shop last Saturday to what 
tesembled a Valium convention instead 
of a hardcore congregation of punk rock 
scenesters. The pack of bystanders stood 
at the back of the room with confused 
looks on their face as the Edmonton 
locals delivered a high-energy set. | kept 
thinking to myself, “What's wrong with 
these people? Don't they know the 
drill?” 

Meanwhile, This Is A Standoff bass- 
ist Corey Tapp sipped a Stella Artois 
backstage and talked about the heavy- 
weights who would take the stage after 
the opening set. As he spoke, | hoped the 
seasoned vets would provoke some kind 
of reaction from the stubborn crowd out- 
side. There's nothing worse than looking 
at an audience and knowing that your 
grandparents would fit in with the vibe. 

Thankfully, passions for This Is 
A Standoff (which features former 
members of Choke and Belvedere — the 
former arguably the best Canadian punk 
band since SNFU) and Passenger Action 
tun deep in the Edmonton scene. This 
was the first time since their respective 
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Yay Team! | Team Captain leads the charge at the Pawn Shop’s Fist Fest, heralding the retum of some of Canada’s best punk talent from hiatus . PHOTO BY ANDREW PAUL 


breakups that members of Choke and 
Belvedere have played the same show, 
and the old pros made short work of the 
previously apathetic crowd with 

the help of a freaky mountain man 
with a beard and crazy mustache 

who whipped the crowd into a fury of 
screaming, fist-pumping campfire-style 
sing-a-longs. There's something about 
mountain men and punk rock that does 
the heart good. 

ANDREW PAUL 


BLOC PARTY 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE : SEP. 9 
Class is in session once again, but you 
wouldn't have known it from the packed 
house Tuesday night at Edmonton Event 
Centre, where Bloc Party made their 
inaugural visit to E-town 

After a typically rousing set by the 
local dance rockers Shout Out Out Out 
Out — who were asked to step into a 
suddenly Foals-less lineup just days 
before the show — the British indie 
darlings wasted no time, launching into 
a professional and efficient show that 
might not have surprised anyone, but hit 
most of the right notes regardless. 
Vocalist Kele Okereke obeyed all the 
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first-time-in-town rock-band formali- 
ties: apologizing that Bloc Party took so 
long to get here, making the obligatory 
mention of West Edmonton Mall, and 
schooling the crowd in a little bit of 
British slang. (For those not in the know, 
It seems that a “banger” is an “energetic, 
uptempo track.”) 

Wisely, the group pulled most of their 
setlist from their debut Silent Alarm, 
the best-suited of their three discs toa 
live setting. (A Weekend in the City is an 
headphones album, and the brand- 
new Intimacy employs so many studio 
tricks that the quartet probably haven't 
figured out exactly how to perform them 
yet.) 

They were in and out in fewer than 75 
minutes, and without an encore either; | 
guess Okereke wanted to do some more 
shopping. But his band maintained 
momentum throughout their set, even 
when they incorporated tracks from 
Intimacy, and this helped their medium- 
length set feel just as satisfying as a 
three-hour one would've been. Plus, 
all the kiddies were in bed in time for a 
good night's sleep. Bloc Party: friends of 
academia. 
RENATO PAGNANI 
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Mattierin School of Irish Dancing and Wajjo African Drammers 


Hosted by Andy Donnelly 


Saturday, September 13, 2008 


Hawrelak Park Amphitheatre 


*All weather event" 


Gates: 2:00 p.m. Starts: 3:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Advance Tickets: $30 single © $75 family of 4 © Ticketmaster: 780.451.8000 


(At the door $40 single * $90 family of 4} 
(Ticketmaster fees not ineluded) ~ 
“Free admission for childeon under 12” 
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ON Screen 


@ i HOW NOBLE OR MACHOISIT TO 
NW YOUR | ON THE PHONE TO YOUR 
NEW WIFE, YOUR SON IN THE NEXT ROOM? 





MOVIE REVIEW - DOCUMENTARY - BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY | 73 words 


Fear And Loathing In The Movie Theatre 


ALEX GIBNEY’S GONZOISN’T 
THE ADULATORY HUNTER S. 
THOMPSON PUFF PIECE SOME 
CLAIMITIS 





GONZO: THE LIFE AND WORK OF DR. HUNTER S. 
THOMPSON : 
Directed by Alex Gibney. Narrated by Johnny Depp. Metro 
Gnema (Zeidler Hall, The Citadel), Sept 12, 417 
KKK 





Journalism school profs often tell 
their hungriest students to never, 
ever try to write like Hunter S. 
Thompson. The style of participa- 
tory — or “gonzo” — reporting which 
Thompson massaged and marketed 
to world fame, they claim, is a dead 
end of self-indulgence. Consider- 
ing Thompson's 2005 suicide in his 
Woody Creek home, it's not such a 
bad point. How noble or macho is it, 
after all, to blow your head off on the 
phone to your new wife, your life- 
long-neglected son in the next room? 
Did all that attention, ultimately, do 
the man any good? 

Though some critics have called 
Gonzo, Alex Gibney’s new documen- 
tary about Thompson, a puff piece, 
I think it takes a real fan’s insight to 
understand otherwise. Without hav- 
ing read all his books, for example, 
you wouldn't know that Thompson 
never wrote about his family, and 
that the frequent interviews with 
his two wives seen here would ut- 
terly unnerve him. His first wife 
Sandy's condemnation of his suicide 
is especially riveting to true believ- 
ers as she calls him nothing more 
than a coward. It’s good reporting, 
though Thompson's never-men- 
tioned gay brother remains shrouded 
in mystery. 

Still, we're not looking for dirt, 
but insight. Like most biographies, 
Gibney concentrates on his subject's 


heyday — the Kentucky writer's last 
two decades vanish in a matter of 
minutes. Most of the film concen- 
trates on the events surrounding his 
powerhouse trilogy: Hell's Angels, 
Fear and Loathing on the Campaign 
Trail '72, and the weakest journalis- 
tic effort of the three, the eternally- 
praised Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas. Using archival interviews of 
the writer and genuinely fair mod- 
ern reminiscing from bikers, politi- 
cians, and his family, Thompson is 
broken down and digested as a truly 
desperate man who was so haunted 
by F. Scott Fitzgerald that he typed 
out The Great Gatsby word-for-word 
several times on his own typewriter. 

Fittingly, one of the film's best 
moments is an old interview where 
Thompson and one of the bikers who 
famously “stomped” him confront 
each other onscreen, and, again from 
Sandy, we get'insight into the infa- 
mous Merry Pranksters party where 
bikers gang-banged a young girl, a 
crime that disgusted Thompson 

The interviews regarding Cam- 
paign Trail, mind you, are the most 
intriguing — somewhat idealized 
tributes from everyone from Jimmy 
Carter to the far-right Pat Buchanan 
Gary Hart, George McGovern’s cam- 
paign manager who would later run 
for president himself, takes Thomp- 
son apart with the most objectivity, 
pointing out how Thompson lost his. 
Conversations like these balance out 
Johnny Depp's reverential, mum- 
bling narration and Rolling Stone 
editor Jann Wenner's cautious-yet- 
idolizing takes on Dr. Gonzo. But ina 
way, it’s only fair and certainly fitting 
that everyone involved gets to play 
the role of participatory journalist, 
don’t you think? 

If anything, the film is a little hard 
on Thompsons later work, not even 


mentioning The Great Shark Hunt 
by name — though Tom Wolfe lets us 
in on what happened in the Rumble 
in the Jungle in Zaire, when Ali beat 
George Foreman to a pulp as Hunter 
had a meltdown, missed the fight 
and headed for the pool. Here, Wolfe 
and Thompson's longtime illustra- 
tor Ralph Steadman agree: it was the 
journalist's greatest fuckup. 

And as Anita Thompson, his sec- 
ond wife, points out, the Bush era 


= at * 


The Doctor Is In| Hunter S. Thompson's glory days get celebrated in Alex Gibney's documentary Gonzo. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


took its toll on our hero like it did 
on so many of us. Though he imme- 
diately predicted war in Iraq as the 
two towers went down on 9/11, being 
right didn’t make him happy. Magi- 
cally, though, Anita secretly filmed 
him from the balcony one night, 
smiling and laughing at his own 
words. It’s the most touching part of 
the documentary. 
Between Polaroids and audio- 
tape of a naked, Nixon-masked girl 





Thompson cheated on Sandy with 
and film of him torturing his caged 
bird, never mind hunting with a ma- 
chine gun, fans are forced to stare at 
a creep worse than Steadman’s most 
hellish portrait. 

Yet a man’s work, even Hunter's, 
isn't the same as the man himself. 
Freak or not, his words endure, and 
this movie successfully captures 
what got them into the typewriter in 
the first place. 











Wow, A Movie Where She Doesn't Wear A Latex Catsuit! 
David Gordon Green's Snow Angels. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


40 « September Il ~ September 17, 2008 - see magazine 


aS. 
Kate Beckinsale briefly retires her Underworld bondage gear in 


«edmonton 


DVD DICTATOR - THE MOVIES YOU MUST BUY THIS TUESDAY 





WINTRY LANDSCAPES! 


CAST | Sam Rockwell, Kate Beckinsale, Olivia 
Thirlby, Michael Angarano, Nicky Katt 


When Pineapple Express came out earlier this 
summer and people said that David Gordon 
Green sure seemed like an unlikely choice to 
direct a stoner action comedy, it was mov- 
les like this moody adaptation of a novel by 
Stewart O'Nan that they were thinking of. 
Sam Rockwell plays an alcoholic born-again 
Christian, a glammed-down Kate Beckinsale 
is his estranged waitress. wife. The film has 
a bad case of Sundance-style downbeatitis, 
but the presence of Juno's Olivia Thirlby as a 
shy schoolgirl is a ray of sunshine. 





GREY HAIR! 


DIRECTOR | Stephen Walker 


The Dictator might like this film more if it 
weren't for that annoying “@" in the title. 
(It's doubtful that many of the oldsters who 
appear in it even have an e-mail account.) 
It's a crowd-pleasing documentary about a 
choir of senior citizens whose unexpectedly 
hip repertoire includes songs by Sonic Youth, 
The Ramones, and The Clash. Director Ste- 
phen Walker's approach is cutesy and even a 
little condescending at times, but when the 
performance of Coldplay's "Fix You" by an old 
guy named Fred Knittle comes along, well, 
you try to keep the tears out of your eyes. 





SILVERY EARRINGS! 









Ealrings Of mi 
DIRECTOR | Max Ophuls 
This sublime run of films from the early "50s 
by director Max Ophuls is a more-than-wor- 
thy addition to the Criterion Collection. La 
Ronde, from 1950, is Ophuls’ adaptation of 
Arthur Schnitzler’s play — an early progeni- 
tor of “web of life” movies like Short Cuts and 
Crash. La Plaisir, from 1952, stars Jean Gabin 
and Simone Simon ina trio of tales by Guy de 
Maupassant, and comes with a commentary 
by Todd Haynes. And 1953’s wise, elegant 
The Earrings of Madame de... is, quite simply. 
one of the greatest films ever made. 
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O ROGERS: 


EDMONTON 
CENTRAL 


10176 — 109 St. 
(780) 426-2355 


12302 Stony Plain Rd. 
(780) 488-6622 


Westgrove Shopping Centre 
14822 Stony Plain Rd. 
(780) 443-3022 


Edmonton City Centre 
. 10200 — 102 Ave. 
(780) 421-4540 


EAST 


Capilano Mall 
(outside entrance by Safeway) 
(780) 450-6880 


6839 - 83 St. (Argyll Rd.) 
(780) 465-5271 


SOUTH 


Millwoods Main Street Mall 
6558 - 28 Ave. (by Tim Horton's) 
(780) 440-2812 


6031 Gateway Blvd. 
(780) 438-2355 


Southgate Centre 
(780) 434-5620 - 
Southgate Centre > 
(780) 439-0435 
South Edmonton Common 
(780) 485-9812 
3120 Parsons Rd. 4 


> 


os 
S 


(780) 702-6001 
NORTH 


9715 — 137 Ave, 
(780) 456-5339 


WEST 


West Edmonton Mall Phase | 
(lower level near 
Galaxy Land entrance) 
(780) 484-4758. 


West Edmonton Mall Phase Ii 
(by skating rink) 
(780) 413-9855 


West Edmonton Mall Phase III 
(by London Drugs) 
(780) 443-3040 


West Edmonton Mall, Chinatown 
(next to T&T Supermarket) 
(780) 483-8838 


10013 - 170 St. 
(780) 408-8917 


Mayfield Common. 
10608 ~ 170 St. 
(780) 489-2255 


GRANDE PRAIRIE 


Prairie Mall 
(780) 513-2355 


11020 - 100 Ave. 
(780) 539-7148 


FT. McMURRAY 


Peter Pond Mall 
(780) 714-6150 


LEDUC 


6104 - 50 St. 
(780) 986-0986 


RED DEER 


7819 - SO Ave. 
(403) 346-4455 


Southpointe Common 
(403) 348-5777 


Bower Place 
(403) 314-5500 


ST. ALBERT 


Inglewood Town Centre 
(780) 419-2355, 


740 St. Albert Rd. 
(780) 459-0660 


SHERWOOD PARK 


993 Fir St. 
(780) 417-2355 


SPRUCE GROVE 


#112 183 Highway 16A. 
(780) 962-3980 


Orocers @ 


EDMONTON 
Kingsway Garden Mall - 
(780) 471-3807 
Londonderry Mall 
(780) 476-3266 
Northgate Malt 
(780) 475 - 2724 
Bonnie Doon Mall : adi 
(780) 463-0864 N BLE IRE ETWORK* | “. 
Millwoods Town Centre 7 . . 
(780) 436-7766 4 


=2¥ 
4 
| 















RED DEER 


cmey (Gource — Qrocers® — Qrocersvineo —_—fibooth ay 


SHERWOOD PARK Offer ends November 3, 2008. 1 Offer available exclusively for high-school or post-secondary school students; valid student identification required. Unlimited local alls, text, picture and video messages applicable to the 10 phone numbers designated on the MY10 list. Long 






wood i , text to landline and roaming charges are extra where applicable. MY10 terms of service: Only 10-digit Canadian-based phone numbers are eligible for the MY10 service. Customers’ own Rogers Wireless number, voice mail retriev 
site a carkMall sete such as 1-800/1-900 are a cca. ‘One MY10 update per calendar month is allowed via rogers.com or Rogers Customer Care or on select phones. No credit applied for numbers creer: cuca (foam at sire and _— 
alerts and promotions). 2 A $6.95 monthly System Access Fee (non-government fee), a monthly 50¢ 911 Emergency Access Fee and a one-time $35 Activation Fee apply in addition to the monthly service fee. Local ‘over eee sen] dais 1 recor 
‘ST. ALBERT {ong distance and roaming charges and any additional service options selected and applicable taxes are extra and are also billed monthly. Pricing is based on subscription to a.3-year term service agreement. Early cancellation fees apply. spe bara Laemad 
St. Albert Centre to call clarity and dropped caills test results as conducted by Rogers and a recognized third-party research company in the majority of urban Canadian centres within the Rogers Wireless GSM footprint, comparing voice services of major wireless providers. "Trademarks of 
(780) 418-1681 Rogers Communications Inc. used under license, or of Rogers Wireless. All other brand names and logos are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2008 Rogers Wireless. b 
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CROSSTALK «CHAT AFTER VIEWING - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON AND PAUL MATWYCHUK 1 11429 words 


No Puce Raa Flabby Men 


TWO GYM EMPLOYEES TRY 
TANGLING WITH THE CIA IN 
THE COEN BROTHERS’ BURN 
AFTER READING 





BURN AFTER READING 

Directed by Joel and Ethan Coen. Starring George Clooney, 
Frances McDormand, John Malkovich, Tilda Swinton, Brad 
Pitt. Opens Fri, Sept 12. 

Ka KH 





It was less than a year ago that Joel 
and Ethan Coen released No Coun- 
try for Old Men, the sombre, Os- 
car-winning adaptation of Cormac 
McCarthy’s novel that many critics 
regarded as their masterpiece. Their 
followup, Burn After Reading, has, 
if anything, an even more illustri- 
ous cast — George Clooney, Brad 
Pitt, John Malkovich, Tilda Swinton, 
Frances McDormand, Richard Jen- 
kins — but this one is a much goofier, 
light-hearted affair. 

The premise is a classic Coen 
bumbling-criminal scenario: a pair 
of gym employees (McDormand 
and Pitt) discover a computer disc 
belonging to a disgruntled former 
CIA analyst (Malkovich), and de- 
cide to blackmail him for the return 
of his “highly sensitive shit.” But 
their plan, inevitably, goes awry, 
with McDormand’s new boyfriend 
(Clooney), Malkovich’s unhappy 
wife (Swinton) and McDormand 
and Pitt's boss at the gym (Jenkins) 
all complicating matters, both wit- 
tingly and unwittingly, while a pair 
of senior CIA supervisors try, with- 
out much success, to make sense of 
the ever-growing mess. 

SEE film editor Paul Matwychuk 
and S&€ film reviewer Michael 
Hingston both attended a screening 
of Burn After Reading last week and 
sat down immediately afterward to 
share their thoughts. 


Paul: What were your expectations 
going into this movie? 

Michael: Well, | suppose the trail- 
ers ledus both to expect a sort of light, 
funny shoot-’em-up coming after 
their dark masterpiece No Country 
for Old Men. So the big question was 
whether this light, throwaway movie 
would get panned by critics hoping 
they'd do something as weighty as 
No Country for Old Men. We were 
both talking before the movie about 
how this reminded us of when the 
Coens followed up their earlier Os- 
car-winning film Fargo with The Big 
Lebowski. 

Paul: Right, because when it came 
out, The Big Lebowski did not get 
great reviews — it was regarded 
as this rambling disappointment, 
whereas now it’s probably the Coens’ 
most beloved movie. Do you think a 
Similar fate awaits Burn After Read- 
ing? = 

Michael: Well, I don’t think 
there'll be any conventions built 





around this one. | might as well state 
on the record here that I despise The 
Big Lebowski. | think it's every bit as 
posturing and hollow a comedy as 
those critics originally said it was. 
I'm sure I'll receive plenty of hate 
mail for saying that 

Paul: Of course you will, because 
you're completely wrong. The Big 
Lebowski is awesome. But go on — 
make your larger point. 

Michael: Sure. My larger point is 
that Burn After Reading seems like 
a far more effective kind of palate- 
cleanser, particularly after all of 
those claustrophobic scenes in motel 
rooms and intense, nail-biting chase 
sequences in No Country for Old 


A Juicy Role For Brad Pitt | Everyone's favourite heartthrob plays a slow-witted blackmailer in Burn After Reading. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


at once, but at the same time, there's 
something kind of heartless and me- 
chanical about the whole thing. It 
feels a bit like a screenwriting exer- 
cise and nothing more — they don't 
really seem to care about the fates of 
any of the characters and the ending 
especially has a kind of cold, indif- 
ferent quality to it. 

Michael: The movie's stance to- 
ward its characters is a little unex- 
pected, too. When you hear the Co- 
ens are doing a movie that involves 
the CIA, you kind of expect that 
some kind of bumbling agency bu- 
reaucracy is going to be one of the 


factors complicating the story. But 
the twist in Burn After Reading is 


moral centre of the movie. In Burn 


After Reading, McDormand plays 
this not-too-bright, fairly shallow 
woman — the only reason she par- 
ticipates in the blackmail scheme in 
the first place is to raise money for 
some cosmetic surgery. I think we're 
supposed to see her-as pathetic, and 
nothing that happens in the movie 
ever changes that view. Even late in 
the film, when Clooney, this guy she 
really likes, abruptly breaks up with 
her, that ought to be kind of a heart- 
breaking moment. But the Coens 
don't film it that way. 

Michael: Yeah, instead they play 
up Clooney's spooked expressions as 
he suddenly thinks everyone around 





Men. Here, they do that comic trick 
of having everyone taking some- 
thing very seriously when in fact the 
stakes are quite minimal — in fact, 
you could argue that in this movie, 
the stakes are nonexistent. 

Paul; It’s a favourite Coen Brothers 
tactic, to have a whole lot of compli- 
cated action and plotting and coun- 
terplotting and violence take place 
over nothing: in Fargo, it’s a fake kid- 
napping, in The Big Lebowski, it's a 
fake kidnapping and a fake ransom 
payment, in Miller’s Crossing, the 
murder that sets everything in mo- 
tion is a random accident. But I had 
an odd reaction to Burn After Read- 
ing: | laughed at it, and I really ad- 
mired the deft plotting and the way 
the Cotns juggle a whole lot of balls 
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that the people in the CIA, without 
exception, are the smartest people 
in the film — certainly smarter than 
the people working in the gym. The 
highest-ranking guy in the movie 
is the guy played by J.K. Simmons, 
and he's the smartest person in the 
movie. 

Paul: And that left me feeling 
a little uneasy, especially the way 
they treat Frances McDormand’s 
character. In Fargo, McDormand’s 
character was easy to dismiss at first 
too, this pregnant sheriff with the 
funny accent who eats greasy, deep- 
fried fast food and waddles around 
the crime scene. But by the end of 
the movie, you see that she’s actu- 
ally pretty sharp, and she’s become 
this really admirable figure — the 


them is a spy. I don’t know if I was 
bothered by the tone of the film to 
the extent you were — it’s just such 
a slick, well-put-together movie and 
the actors are so much fun to watch 
— but I recognize that it doesn’t re- 
ally have any larger connection to 
the world. What did I learn about the 
world or human nature from this 
film? Not much. 

Paul: Maybe this is a good spring- 
board to talk about the actors. Who 
were the standout performers for 
you? ; 

Michael: | really liked the con- 
trast between John Malkovich and 
Brad Pitt. Malkovich is only 10 years 
older than Pitt, but they really push 
the age difference as far as it can go 
— Malkovich has no hair, he’s grey, 


On screen 





he’s drinking like an old man, and 
Pitt looks like he’s supposed to be in 
his mid-20s 

Paul: It's really amazing — he's 
45 years old and yet he’s completely 
convincing as this dimbulb twenty- 
something personal trainer. | think 
Pitt's a terrific actor, and a lot fun- 
nier than he gets credit for. 

Michael: He really nails this part 
— the way he punches the air, with 
the iPod permanently 
lodged in his ears. And he’s great 


earbuds 


in the scene where he meets with 
Malkovich and tries so hard to pre- 
tend he has leverage over him, only 
to have Malkovich quickly make it 
clear he has none at all. Pitt affects 
this menacing squint throughout 
the scene, but there are three or four 
times where you see him slowly for- 
get and then suddenly remember to 
start squinting again. That seemed 
like genuine acting to me, in the best 
sense of the word. 

Paul: That's a nice bit. And I hope 
I haven't sounded too negative, be- 
cause the movie is filled with truly 
enjoyable stuff. There’s something 
violent that happens to one of the 
characters midway through the film 
that's a genuine shock. And the scene 
where we finally get to see what it is 
that Clooney is building in his base- 
ment is really hilarious. I think it’s 
safe to say that neither of us saw that 
one coming. 

Michael: It's true. And the hints 
he drops along the way — it’s home- 


made, it costs less than $100, he got 
the inspiration from a similar prod- 
uct in “a gentleman's “magazine” — 
really don’t do a ee ‘Its a nice, ; 
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MOVIE REVIEW - COP-THRILLER CLICHES - BY SCOTT LINGLEY 625 woris 


Old Cop, Old Cop 





RIGHTEOUS KILL TEAMS UP 
DE NIRO AND PACINO FOR THE 
FIRST TIME SINCE HEAT, WITH 


| LUKEWARM RESULTS 





| RIGHTEOUS KILL 


Directed by Jon Avnet. Starring Robert De Niro, Al Pacino, 


| Carla Gugino, John Leguizamo. Opens Fri, Sept 12. 
wa 





Casting big guns like Robert De Niro 


| and Al Pacino in the lead roles can 
| be a serious misstep for a middling 
| movie like Jon Avnet's Righteous 


Kill. What should be an implausi- 
ble but potentially entertaining cop 


Scowly Bob And Shouty Al | Don't get your hopes up, Heat fans: De Niro and Pacino don't set off any acting fireworks in Righteous Kill. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


De Niro and Pacino star as Turk 
and Rooster, a pair of veteran cops 
who, let’s say, have their own way of 
doing things. Hopefully the NYPD 
isn’t so hard up that they’d continue 
to press into service detectives who 
are 65 and 68 respectively, no mat- 
ter how scary they might be. When 
a sting to take down a flashy drug 
dealer (Curtis Jackson, aka 50 Cent, 
in a mercifully truncated bit of type- 
casting) ends in a hail of bullets and 
dead gangsta bodyguard, Turk and 
Rooster are subjected to an internal 
investigation and sent to a shrink to 
work out their issues related to rage 





ing men didn’t give you cause to 
think there should be a lot more to 
it than that. But there's a jarring lack 
of rigour in the movie's plotting that 
makes it about as easy to take seri- 
ously as Meet the Parents or whatev- 
er dreck Pacino most recently rented 
his name to. It feels like screenwriter 
Russell Gewirtz, who also wrote 
Spike Lee’s twisty heist flick In- 
side Man, came up with the begin- 
ning and ending and then chose the 
most expedient route between those 
two points. The price of your ticket 
doesn’t even give you one of Pacino's 
trademark frothing rants. 








thriller becomes overburdened once 
these two raddled, scowling Oscar- 
winners climb on board, so much 
so that they pretty much capsize the 
movie. 

I won't say too much about the 
plot, as there are probably moviego- 
ers who will be drawn by the mar- 
quee pairing of De Niro and Pacino 
— though it strains the memory to 
come up with anything either actor 
has done lately to merit that kind of 
brand loyalty — and there’s no reason 
to spoil whatever enjoyment they're 
likely to get. Suffice it to say, there's 
a serial killer loose in the streets of 
New York, one who could well be 
wielding a badge. And suffice it to 
say that Righteous Kill is no Heat, 
the Michael Mann cops-and-robbers 
epic that so effectively leveraged the 
headlining pair's mega-stardom. 


and shooting suspects. 

When not muttering threats and 
kicking handcuffed perps, De-Niro’s 
Turk carries on an affair with a foxy 
fellow detective (Carla Gugino) who 
likes it rough and thinks a senior cit- 
izen is just the kind of fellow to give 
her a good seeing-to. He and Rooster 
also have an unfriendly rivalry go- 
ing with colleagues Perez and Riley 
(John Leguizamo and Donnie Wahl- 
berg) — perhaps their onscreen an- 
tagonism was fueled by the fact that 
the younger actors are much more 
believable as New York cops than 
their seasoned counterparts. 

At bottom, Righteous Kill is as 
simplistic and vaguely nonsensical 
as its generic title, its effectiveness 
as compelling narrative based on a 
feat of misdirection that might have 
worked if its scenery-chewing lead- 


Director Avnet (who also directed 
Pacino in last year’s awful 88 Min- 
utes) tries to coyer up the script’s 
shortcomings with rote stylistic over- 
kill — split screens, handheld POV 
shots of violence and a distracting 
tendency to frame everyone so that 
their eyebrows are almost touching 
the top of the movie screen — right 
down to the atmospherically lit cli- 
max in an abandoned warehouse 
that felt so familiar I was sure I had 
previously dreamed it. 

Then again, it's possible that I’m 
looking at this all wrong. Maybe 
De Niro and Pacino have reached 
the Shatner stage in their careers, 
where everything they do is a clever 
postmodern riff on the larger-than- 
life personas they built over the two 
decades they were doing respectable 
work. It’s possible, but I doubt it. 
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MOVIE REVIEW - PUNISHINGLY DULL BIOPIC - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK js4 words 


Julianne Moore 
Makes Incest Boring 





fed A 


Mother, May Sleep With 


IN FACT, SAVAGE GRACE 
MANAGES TO MAKE MATRICIDE 
AND POISONOUS SOCIAL 
BEHAVIOUR DULL AS WELL 





SAVAGE GRACE 

Directed by Tom Kalin. Starring Julianne Moore, Stephen 
Dillane, Eddie Redmayne. Opens Fri, Sept 12. 
weurirey 





Savage Grace is based on the de- 
pressingly true story of Barbara Daly 
Baekeland and her son Anthony. Bar- 
bara, a former actress, was the wife 
of Brooks Baekeland, the heir to the 
Bakelite plastics fortune, and one of 
the more glamourous, decadent cou- 
ples in New York high society during 
the 1940s and ’50s, with Barbara's 
tendency toward excessive drinking 
and unpredictable behaviour giving 
their reputation an attractively scan- 
dalous veneer. (It probably didn’t 
hurt that the guest list at the Baeke- 
lands’ parties included people like 
Salvador Dali, Dylan Thomas, and 
Tennessee Williams.) 

Brooks divorced Barbara in 1963 — 
an act that managed to betray both 
Barbara and Tony at once, since the 
woman he left Barbara to marry was 
Tony's former lover, whom Brooks 
seduced into his bed right under 
Tony’s nose. Barbara and Tony’s re- 
lationship, which had always been 
creepily close, became even ickier 


Danger? | Julianne Moore is an Oedipus wreck as Barbara Daly Baekeland in Savage Grace. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


when the increasingly unstable Bar- 
bara decided to “cure” Tony’s emerg- 
ing homosexuality by sleeping with 
him. (This move seems like it would 
turn anybody off heterosexual sex 
forever, but maybe that's just me.) 
The whole sordid story came to an 
end in 1972 when Tony killed Barba- 
ra in her London flat with a kitchen 
knife 

What a lurid, unpleasant little tale, 
and what an empty, tedious film di- 
rector Tom Kalin has made from 
it. Savage Grace is a bafflingly dull 
movie — leadenly paced, with even 
the most appalling scenes filmed 
and acted with a curious sense of 
detachment. Perhaps Kalin deserves 
credit for resisting the urge to sen- 
sationalize this story; perhaps you 
could even argue that he's cleverly 
forcing the viewer to experience 
these scenes through the bored, en- 
ervated eyes of the people participat- 
ing in them. : 

But his strategy results in a film, 
that will only frustrate viewers in- 
stead of provoking them: we never 
get inside Barbara Baekeland’s head 
or understand what's motivating her 
to behave in such appalling ways. Is 
she acting out against her husband 
or is she consumed with self-hatred? 
Is she trying to help her son or hurt 
him? Is she a sociopath or just a 
drunk? Julianne Moore — looking 
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TELEVISION - SPOT THE INFLUENCES! - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 414 words 


Caution: May 
Contain Homages 


WHAT PREVIOUS SKETCH COMEDY SHOWS INFLUENCED APTN’S 
CAUTION: MAY CONTAIN NUTS? ALL OF THEM! 





From Saturday Night Live to Kids in the Hall to Mad TV — anyone putting 
together a TV sketch comedy show these days has plenty of stylistic prece- 
dents to draw upon. Which one did APTN’s new show Caution: May Contain 
model itself after? Well, 
| judging from the premiere episode, which airs on Sat., Sept. 13, all of them! 


| Nuts — it's called that because the cast is so crazy! — 


Here's a breakdown 





In Living Color 

Like Keenen ivory Wayans’ influential Fox program from the "BOs, Caution: May Contain Nuts’ 
most refreshing feature is its racially diverse cast, which includes Sheldon Elter, Howie Miller, 
| James Higuchi, and Minister Faust, all of whom take pleasure in tweaking ethnic stereotypes 
There's even a throwaway Tarantino parody called Reserve Dogs. 





z 


The Kids in the Hall 
C:MCN establishes its cinematic ambitions early on in the pilot with a skillfully choreographed 


4 | single-take shot of cast member Matt Alden drunkenly weaving his way through a house 





even more pale and bloodless than 


she usually does — gives what I guess 
you'd have to call a “brave” perfor- 
mance (what other big-name actress 
would be willing to do a movie that 
climaxes with an extended incest 
scene?), but she's playing a com- 
pletely unsympathetic cipher. If her 
wardrobe weren't so gorgeous, her 
scenes wouldn't contain a single mo- 
ment of pleasure. 

In Savage Grace's final 15 min- 
utes, Kalin finally gets around to 
showing us the two elements of the 
story — the incest and the murder 
— that most people know about go- 
ing into it, and again, I suppose it's 
somewhat admirable that he makes 
these scenes appropriately bleak 
and uncomfortable to watch. This 
section is somewhat reminiscent 
of the doom-laden ending of David 
Cronenberg’s Dead Ringers, with 
Jeremy Irons’ drug-addicted twins 
stumbling around their apartment, 
as if their entire world has shrunk 
to the size of a few filthy rooms. But 
you cared about the twins in that 
movie and Irons’ empathetic perfor- 
mance made their descent into the 
abyss deeply tragic. Savage Grace 
just leaves you bored and queasy and 
feeling ten times worse than you did 
when you went in. 


Is there a prize for the least exhila- | ; 


rating movie of the year? 


party on his way out the door that rivals any of K/TH's carefully executed filmed segments. 
The sketch takes a little too long to arrive at its punchline, but it’s still an impressive bit 





Saturday Night Live 

TV ad parodies and celebrity impersonations: that's SNL's bread and butter, and CMCN 
combines the two in a spot for a DVD called Mormons Gone Wild! Jeff Halaby is note-perfect 
as the Ashton Kutcher-style pitchman. Side note: Howie Miller briefly appears as a Mormon 
8uy, and in his whiteface makeup and blond wig, he bears a startling resemblance to Dave 
Chappelle whenever he'd play one of his uptight Caucasian characters on Chappelle's Show. 





Mad TV 

Whenever a sketch comedy show runs out of ideas, they'll inevitably grab the troupe's fattest 
ethnic member and have him put on a dress. On Mad TV. it was Bobby Lee and Aries Spears 
who usually slipped into drag (and on SNL it was Horatio Sanz and Kenan Thompson). When 
Howie Miller, wearing a wig and lipstick, spills a drink on himself, turns to Sheldon Elter, and 
says, “| got coffee all over my tits,” it's not exactly C:MCN's proudest moment. 
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MOVIE REVIEW - FEMALE TROUBLE - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | 648 words 


Ovary Which Way But Loose 


THE WOMENIS SWIMMING IN 
ESTROGEN... AND UNINSPIRED 
COMEDY AND CONFUSED 
“FEMINIST” MESSAGES 





THE WOMEN 

Directed by Diane English. Starring Meg Ryan, Debra 
Messing, Eva Mendes, Annette Bening, Jada Pinkett Smith. 
Opens Fri, Sept 12. 

ket 





True to the promise of its bare-bones 
title, director Diane English’s remake 


of George Cukor's 1939 film The= 


Women (based, in turn, on Clare 
Boothe Luce’s play) is unabashedly 
a study in femininity. In fact, like 
the original, there's not a single man 
in the entire cast — no husbands, 
brothers, or fathers ever appear on- 
screen, and during phone conversa- 
tions we're never privy to the male 
voice on the other end. Even the ex- 
tras are all women (which is no easy 
feat, considering that more than one 
scene takes place on the streets of 
New York). 

I’m guessing that the film's audi- 
ence will be a pretty accurate reflec- 
tion of this onscreen demographic, 
with nary a Y chromosome in sight. 
With a poster proclaiming “It's all 
about the women” accompanied by 


a huge picture of Meg Ryan, An- 
nette Bening, Debra Messing, and 
Jada Pinkett Smith gossiping about 
Eva Mendes, the underlying message 
to male moviegoers is clear: “Death 
Race is down the hall.” 

So keep that in.mind when I say 
that I, a man who enjoys melodrama 
and explosions in equal doses, found 
The Women to be a bit of a dud. 

Ryan plays Mary Haines, an over- 
worked fashion designer who ac- 
cidentally discovers from a chatty 
manicurist that her husband has 
been having an affair with Crys- 
tal (Mendes), a smouldering, hip- 
swinging perfume salesperson — or 
“spritzer girl,” as Mary’s best friends 
Sylvia (Bening) and Edie (Messing) 
hiss to one another when they hear 
about it. “Manicurists and florists.” 
Sylvia mutters. “It’s frightening how 
much those people know.” 

From here, the ensemble part of 
this ensemble comedy takes full ef- 
fect, with a fair amount of screen 
time given to everyone from Mary’s 
preteen daughter Molly (India En- 
nenga) and their eavesdropping 
housekeepers to several players in 
the magazine industry, where Syl- 
via is an editor and Miriam (Pinkett 
Smith) a cutting-edge essayist (she 


also rounds out the movie's BFF 
quadrangle). Candice Bergen, Bette 
Midler, and Carrie Fisher all have 
quirky bit parts — English, who also 
adapted the screenplay, was a long- 
time writer on Bergen’s TV series 
Murphy Brown — and before long 
your head spins just trying to imag- 
ine the budget it must have taken to 
get these dozen actresses, all of them 
household 
names, gathered in the same room. 
The trouble is that neither Eng- 
lish’s script nor her direction gives 


competent and most 


any of the talent much to play with. 
The pacing is jittery and most of the 
self-consciously “funny” dialogue 
falls flat, but my biggest problem 
with the film is its poorly thought- 
out stabs at moral righteousness. For 
example, Molly and Sylvia are both 
shown struggling with the destruc- 
tive effects of advertising on wom- 
en’s self-esteem. By the end, though, 
English has completely abandoned 
that thread and reverts to a lazy, 
ultra-conservative status quo: Molly 
looks in awe at the skinny models 
who dominate her mother's fashion 
show, Mary’s mother (Bergen) gets 
painful face-lift surgery, and we're 
fully expected to find these scenes 
triumphant and charming, rather 





No Man's Land | Meg Ryanan 
PHOTO SUPPLIED : 


than insulting. 

It's also strange that a film so fo- 
cused on femininity is bookended 
by sequences that make women 
look about as shallow as possible. 
The opening credits are a third-rate 
Sex and the City outtake, introduc- 
ing the characters via close-ups on 
their shoes (and sometimes dangling 
purses or shopping bags) as they 
walk down the street, encouraging 
us to equate personality with brand 
allegiance. And the last scene, where 


id Annette Bening shop for frilly underthings in the all-female extravaganza The Women. 





the bohemian Edie gives birth to her 
fifth child, is a bizarre duplicate-of 
the climax in the male-dominated 
Knocked Up, only with the genders 
reversed. When four men act squea- 
mish and grossed out by childbirth, 
it’s juvenile but forgivable, and may- 
be even realistic; when four women 
do it, you have to wonder who, exact- 
ly, the intended target of the joke is. 
It rings thoroughly false to my male 
brain, and it certainly doesn’t seem 
empowering. 
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| FREEDOM OF CHOICE G.H. LEWMER 

| THE POWER OF NIGHTMARES 

| ARGUES THAT NEOCONS AND 

| RADICAL ISLAMISTS ARE TWO 
| SIDES OF THE SAME COIN 





It's been seven years since the hor- 
rific events of Sept. 11 unfolded be- 
fore our collective eyes. What, if 
anything, has changed? With two 
wars waging (in Iraq and Afghani- 


stan) over questionable ideological 
(and economic) considerations and 
a third and fourth brewing (Iran and 
Central Asia) primarily over stra- 
tegic oil and natural gas reserves, it 
could be argued that the world is in 
the most precarious place it's ever 
been in the last 50 years. Numer- 
ous films have tried to examine the 
effects of these wars, but few have 
had the vision to investigate their 
ideological cause. 

That's precisely what renowned 
and iconoclastic British documen- 
tarian Adam Curtis (whose film The 
Trap | discussed in this column last 





November) sets out to do in his am- 
bitious and explosively controversial 
The Power of Nightmares: go back 
to the beginnings to reclaim the 
story and present history in a differ- 
ent context than what the corporate 
media normally offers Western audi- 
ences. 

The mind-boggling result is a 
three-hour look into the inner work- 
ings and historical power pyrarnids 
of both American neoconservatives 
and fundamentalist Islamic radicals 
— and it's Curtis’ provocative thesis 
that both movements, which may 
appear to be enemies, are in fact 


WATCH THE POWER OF 
NIGHTMARES ONLINE AT 
WWW.VIDEO.GOOGLE.CA. 


deeply codependent upon each other 
_and that the vaunted “War on Terror” 
is a false collective myth based on 
lies and deceptions from both sides. 
Needless to say, a film this atomic 
has not generated a lot of heat from 
North American broadcasters. 

What makes The Power of Night- 
mares so fascinating, simply from 
an aesthetic point of view, is the way 


Curtis uses the traditional “agitprop 


documentary” format as. the basis 


for a new style of ... well, let’s call it 
“thesis cinema” that is both visually 
and intellectually dynamic. Curtis 
takes found footage from numerous 
films (The Thief of Baghdad and the 
surreal 1950s industrial short De- 
sign for Dreaming both figure prom- 
inently), pre-existing musical scores 
(by Bernard Herrmann, amongst 
others), and extremely funny and 
frightening archival footage (the clip 
of Donald Rumsfeld trying to con- 
vince the world of the Evil Russian 
Monster is required viewing) to cre- 
ate a retelling and rethinking of con- 
ventional wisdom that is extremely 
difficult to dispute. 

By fundamentally 
weighty and dense material in a 
style that wouldn't be out of place 
in a $200-million Hollywood sum- 
mer tentpole blockbuster, Curtis 
leaves the viewer dazed, confused, 
and hopefully newly attuned to the 
true undercurrents of recent politi- 
cal history and the way “truth” is de- 
termined not by the facts but by the 
stories that are built around them. 
€ven more remarkable is how Curtis 
is able to turn the table on corporate 
propagandists by crafting a film that 
is far more entertaining, thrilling, 
evocative, and horrific than any- 
thing on network television — and at 
a fraction of the cost. 
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MOVIE GUIDE WHAT’S PLAYING IN THE THEATRES _ 








Good Night, And Good Seats | George Clooney and Frances McDormand take ina Movie in Bum After Reading, PHOTO SUPPLIED 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


ACRELOSS 

A collection of 10 experimental short films 
that combine music by Mark Templeton and 
images by local filmmaker aAron Munson, 
all on the theme of Albertans’ attachment 
to the land and the feelings of melancholy 
and nostalgia that arise in people who move 
away and leave that land behind. Metro Cin- 
ema; Sat, Sept 13 (8pm) 


BURN AFTER READING 

George Clooney, Frances McDormand, John 
Malkovich, Tilda Swinton, and Brad Pitt star 
in No Country for Old Men directors Joel and 
Ethan Coen's comedy about a pair of dim- 
witted gym employees who come into pos- 
session of a computer disc containing the 
memoirs of a CIA agent. 


EMMA SMITH: MY STORY 

Katherine Thompson, Patricia Place, and 
Nathan Mitchell star in Joseph Smith: Proph- 
et of the Restoration co-directors Gary Cook 
and T.C. Christensen's biopic of Emma Hale 
Smith, the wife of Mormon founder Joseph 
Smith and-an early leader of the Latter Day 


iia 


ravi AAW 


Saint movement. 


GONZO: THE LIFE AND WORK OF DR. 
HUNTER S. THOMPSON 

Taxi to the Dark Side director Alex Gibney’s 
documentary about the wild-and-woolly life 
of Hunter S. Thompson, the reporter who in 
books like Hell’s Angels and Fear and Loath- 
ing on the Campaign Trail ploneered the art 
of “gonzo” journalism. Narrated’ by Johnny 
Depp. Metro Cinema: Sept 12, 14-17 (Fri @ 
7pm; Sun-Wed @ 7 & 9:15pm) 


IMPACT 

Brian Donlevy, Ella Raines, and Charles Co- 
bum star in Buck Privates director Arthur 
Lubin's 1949 twisty noir about a self-made 
businessman whose wife conspires with her 
lover to kill him off — and who, in an ironic 
twist, finds himself wanted for the lover's 
death when their plan fails. Royal Alberta 
Museum: Mon, Sept. 15 (8pm). 


RIGHTEOUS KILL 

Robert De Niro, Al Pacino, Carla Gugino, 
John Leguizamo, and Brian Dennehy star in 
88 Minutes director Jon Avnet’s cop thriller 
about two veteran New York detectives who 
suspect they may have put the wrong man 


Savage Grace 
Nightly @ 7:00 & 9:00 pm 


Sat & Sun : 
Matinees @ 2:30 pm 
Rated 18A disturbing content 


Visit us online @ magiclanterntheatres.ca 
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behind bars years ago when they're called 


upon to investigate a new string of murders 
with a similar m.o. 


SAVAGE GRACE 

Julianne Moore, Eddie Redmayne, and Ste- 
phen Dillane star in Swoon director Tom 
Kalin’s sordid true-crime drama about the 
grisly 1972 murder of socialite Barbara Daly 
Baekeland by her son Anthony, with whom 
she allegedly shared an incestuous relation- 
ship. 


THE WOMEN 

Meg Ryan, Annette Bening, Debra Messing, 
Eva Mendes, and Jada Pinkett Smith star in 
Murphy Brown creator Diane English’s ad- 
aptation of Clare Boothe Luce's all-female 
stage play (previously filmed in 1939) about 
a wealthy, gossip-loving socialite whose 
world is shaken when she learns her hus- 
band is having an affair with a shopgirl. 


ALSO PLAYING 


BANGKOK DANGEROUS 

Nicolas Cage can usually be counted on, even 
in trash like Ghost Rider or The Wicker Man, to 
provide a couple of memorably wacked-out 
acting moments, but in the Pang broth- 
ers’ remake of their own 1999 Thai hitman 
thriller, he doesn’t even do that much. It’s 
Bangkok Tedious. 

were 


THE DARK KNIGHT 

Muddled theme, incoherent action se- 
quences, anticlimactic screenplay, ridiculous 
Batvoice... none of these flaws seem to mat- 
ter to the fanboys, who've unanimously de- 
clared it a masterpiece. And despite its flaws, 
it's still an impressive piece of work, with a 
richness of character and incident that most 
comic-book movies never even attempt. 
wok kk 


DEATH RACE 

The original 1975 Death Race 2000 may have 
been schlock, but at least it was entertain- 
ing — which is more than can be said for this 
dull remake, a paycheque job through and 
through for director Paul W.S. Anderson and 
stars Jason Statham and Joan Allen. 

*« 


DISASTER MOVIE 

Okay, Jason Friedberg and Aaron Seltzer 
aren't even bothering to watch the movies 
they're parodying anymore — now they're 
just recreating bits from the trailers. Truly 


does anybooy find these movies funny? 


THE EDGE OF HEAVEN 

This German-Turkish drama by Fatih Akin 
is sort of the thinking person's version of 
“web of life” dramas like Crash or Babel. It's 
still a little contrived and heavy-handed, but 
there's a conviction to the performances (es- 
pecially Hanna Schygulla as a grief-stricken 
mother) that lifts the film above melo- 
drama 

KK IE 


FLY ME TO THE MOON 

Even if Pixar hadn't already come out with 
Wall-E, this computer-animated adventure 
about three houseflies stowing away on the 
Apollo 11 moon mission would still look un- 
forgivably cheap and pedestrian. Your kids 
deserve much better than this 

>. OX aX aX aX: 


THE HOUSE BUNNY 

Someday Anna Faris will get a movie worthy 
of her considerable comic talents, but this 
dubious Legally Blonde retread ain't it. (We 
may adopt her character's trick for remem- 
bering people's names, though.) 

wok tyres 


JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE EARTH 

Rotten to the core? No, not really: in fact, 
the worst thing you can say about this old- 
fashioned, kid-friendly 3D adventure is that’s 


it’s merely pleasant and forgettable 
bo aterard 


MAMMA MIA! 
A deliberately tacky, amateurish big-screen 
version of the ABBA stage musical. Film- 


critic Napoleons: meet your “Waterloo.” 
www 


THE MUMMY: TOMB OF THE DRAGON 
EMPEROR 

A classic case of diminishing, CGl-enhanced 
retums. This is one Mummy I'd like to forget— 
a MILF, if you will. (Go ahead, groan away— 
I'm the one who had to sit through it.) 

bo arakard 


PINEAPPLE EXPRESS 

The Judd Apatow comedy factory pulls out 
of its tailspin with this unlikely blend of 
stoner humour and high-octane action. Co- 
writer Seth Rogen is his usual affably shaggy 
self, but the real revelation is James Franco, 
who's 
lidded pot dealer. 
Kk KK, 








spot-on hilarious as Rogen’s heavy- 


THE SISTERHOOD OF THE TRAVELING 
PANTS 2 

Weirdly, the pair of magical, curve-conform 
ing vood ans of the title barely figure into 
thes 
but dull adventu 











ead, we get more wholesom 





sand Chicken Soup fo 





Teenage Sou! morals. No zip here. 
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STAR WARS: THE CLONE WARS 


You know, in retrospect, maybe Jar Jar Binks 
wasn't so bad 


KY 






STEP BROTHERS 

Will Ferrell and John C. Reilly may well be the 
Hope and Crosby of our age—that is, if Hope 
and Crosby were two pudgy men beating 
the snot out of each other for 90 minutes 
straight 

kkk 


TRAITOR 

Don Cheadle is a Sudanese-American bomb- 
maker in this moderately exciting, slightly- 
more-thoughtful-than-average internation- 
al thriller based on a story by... Steve Martin? 
Yep, Steve Martin. 

bee Okan 





TROPIC THUNDER 

Ben Stiller's first film as a director since Zoo- 
lander is another cult classic in the making. 
Robert Downey Jr. is amazing as a Method 
actor so committed to his craft that he dyes 
his skin black in order to play an African- 
American soldier, but Tom Cruise's extended 
cameo as a jaw-droppingly vulgar studio 
boss steals the film. 

kkk ka 


VICKY CRISTINA BARCELONA 

Woody Allen's latest is no Hannah and Her 
Sisters (and Scarlett Johansson is no Mia 
Farrow), but as a breezy, sexy, pseudo-intel- 
lectual bit of travel-brochure fluff, you could 


do much, much worse. 
kk kw 


WALL-E 

Tremendous even by Pixar's impossibly high 
standards. Just don't let it fool you into rent- 
ing the movie version of Hello, Dolly!—that 
Movie is truly terrible. 
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BEYOND THE BLURBS - ALTERNATIVE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY 





Hey, Mickey, You're So Fine | Mickey Rourke knocks out the 
critics at TIFF with his galvanizing performance in The Wrestler. 
PHOTO SUPPLIED 


THIS WEEK: MICKEY ROURKE 
MAKES A TORONTO COMEBACK 
IN THE WRESTLER 


Scott Foundas, LA Weekly | “Rourke doesn't just 


play this role — he lives it, moment by mo- 


ment, to one’s consistent astonishment. 


Those newspaper and magazine clippings 
that pass by underneath the opening credits 
of Darren Aronofsky's new film The Wrestler 
heralding The Ram as the next great thing in 
pro wrestling? Those could just as soon be 
the myriad interviews and profiles of Rourke 
himself that proliferated in the 1980s — in 
those days, everyone thought this electrify- 


ing young actor was certain to be the next 
Brando. Then, like The Ram, Rourke had his 
own years in the desert, during which he em- 
barked ona professional boxing career, spent 
too much time in tanning salons and starring 
in softcore sex romps, and finally landed in 
direct-to-video Siberia, Now, at 52, he has 
given the kind of performance that caps, 
redefines, and reinvents careers, inhabiting 
a character at the end of his tether with all 
the lived-in authority of someone who has 
known what it's like to be there. Once upon 


Aa 


a time, Mickey Rourke coulda been a con-: 


tender for Heavyweight Acting Champion 
of the World, With The Wrestler, that title is 


once again his to lose.” 


Todd McCarthy, Variety | “Talk about comebacks. 
Rourke creates a galvanizing, humourous, 
deeply moving portrait that instantly takes 
its place among the great, iconic screen per- 
formances. Physically imposing at 57, with 
a face that bespeaks untold battering and 
alteration, Rourke is simply staggering. The 
camera is rarely off him, and one doesn't 
want it to be, so entirely does he express the 
full life of this man with his every word and 
gesture.” 


James Rocchi, Cinematical | “If a complicated, 


messy personal life were all it took to 
deliver a great performance, Paris Hilton 
would have more Oscars than Katharine 
Hepburn. Rourke's work in The Wrestler is 
physical, invested, powerful, and sprawl- 
ing — but it’s also quiet, sad, and hauntingly 
wounded. The Wrestler is a fascinating, rich, 
unblinking look at the dark, hunched mean 
streak that lies curled and poisonous inside 
of so much American popular entertainment 
and of so much American life. It's early to 
say this, but The Wrestler is one of the most 
grimly exciting, magnetically repellent mov- 
ies we've had in a long time; it’s flat-out one 


of the best American movies of 2008." 
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GONZO: THE LIFE & WORK OF DR HUNTER S THOMPSON DEATH RACE T4A Violence, coarse language Shaler Saeening Wed. 1.00 ces BURN AFTER READING 4A 
Sept. 12, 7:00; Sept: 14, 15, 16, 17, 7:00, 9:15. R_—_FreThurs 1:50, 4:40, 7:40, 10:20. Gory scenes, coorse language, BURN AFTER READING 1A)‘ Guskanaanebnes a ee 7-00, 9:30; SotSun 1:20, 4:20, 7:00; Mon-Thurs 7:00, 9:30, 
ACRE LOST boul eens Fred 12:10, 3:00, 6:55, 9:30; Thus 12:10, 6:55, 9:30 RIGHTEOUS KEL Tak —— ‘ai 
Sept 13, 8:00. THE HOUSE BUNNY PG Corse language, violence. fréThurs 1:30, 4:15, 7:45, 10:15. Violence, coarse language Fri 4:40, 7:30, 10:10; StSun 12:10, 4:40, 7°30, 10-10: 
FAVA FRESHWORKS FreThurs 12:50, 3:20, 6:40, 9:00. Not recommended for young TROPIC THUNDER s 14A Het Sol lel ae inte 
Sept 18, 7:00 cen, coos language Fated 12:30, 3:20, 7:10, 9:45. Thus 12:30, 7:10, 9:45, oe es SET Noo ae 
, eae sala! eee gi enh S20 10 ws 12:30, 7:10, Flues Thus 12:50, 4:20, 7:15, 10:10; Wed 4:20, 7:15, 1,00. Sis THe WOMEN °G 
GRANDIN THEATRE eA A tesa Coxst ingen & Shollts Sceening Wed 1:00. Fi 3:40, 6:50, 9:40; SotSun 12:20, 3:40, 6:50, 940; 
forThurs 12:30, 2:29, 4:50, 7:10. THE HOUSE BUNNY PG Not recommended for young children, rear etie mates ttaouna ike 
GRANDIN ALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILLAVE, SI ALBERT © 4584822 TROPICTHUNDER V4A Fis Wed 12:40, 4:10, 7:20, 9:20; Thurs 12:40, 7:20, 9:30 BANGKOK DANGEROUS Teal, CRUSOE tet eee iree Sa 
TROPIC THUNDER T4A—FreTnues 1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 10:00. Coarse language, cude content Not recommended for young chlden, coarse language. : BANGKOK DANGEROUS 18A 
FriThus 12°50, 7:00, 9:00. Coase longuoge, aude Ese: 2240, 3:40, 7:20,10:00, Fri 4:50, 740, 10:20; SotSun 11250, 4:50, 7:40, 10:20; « 
SS SEL Cones Knog ce cota: — THE SISTERHOOD OF THE TRAVELING PANTS 2 PG DEATH RACE 4A e740 AIO Be og AYE 
STAR i BABYLON A.D. V4A——on-Thuss 7:40, 10220. 
WARS: THE CLONE WARS PG FriThurs 3:50, 6:30, 9:15. FreThurs 9:20. Gory scenes, coarse language, brutal violence. Fie Wed 1:30, 4:15, 7:45, 7:45, 10:15; Thurs 1:30, 4:15, 10:15, DISASTER MOVIE TAA 
ETS: PINEAPPLE EXPRESS 18A PINEAPPLE EXPRESS 18A Violence Fai Thus 9:10. Gude content 
DISASTER MOVIE 4A FaeThurs 2:10, 5:10, 8:00, 10:30. Substance abuse Fri, SurTues 12:50, 2: ), 9:25; Sat 6:30, 9:25; Wed 12:50, DEATH RACE MA : : 
fT 5:00, THE MUMMY: TOMB OF THE DRAGON EMPEROR = PG == 3:28, 9:25; Thus 12:50, 6:90, 9:25. Substonce abuse FreThurs 12:15, 3:0, 7:00, 10:15. Hee 10:15; SotSun 1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 10-15: ie 
MAMMA MIA PG FreThurs 12:45. Violence, frightening scenes. _ THE DARK KNIGHT PG Gory scenes, coarse language, brutol violence. Mon-Thurs 7:20, 10:15. Gory scones, couse langyage, brio! volence 
FreThurs 3:05. STEP BROTHERS 14a _FreWed 12:00, 3:30, 8:00; Thurs 12:00, 8:00. Violence, frightening THE HOUSE BUNNY PG Se = = = 
BANGKOK DANGEROUS 1A FiThurs 2:50, 5:20, 7:50, 10:30. Coors language, scenes, not recommended for young children, FreThus 12:40, 3:40, 6:30, 9:30 biped ll 1:00; 4:15, 7-10, 9:50; Mon Thurs 7 ited 
FreThurs 1:10, 5:05, 7:05, 9:10. not recommended for young children. TRAITOR 14A Not recomended for young children, coarse language. 9:50. Not recommended for young ciddren; coors’ longuoge iad 
THE WOMEN PG ‘THE DARK KNIGHT PG —*FréSun, Tues 12:25, 3:20, 6:35, 9:10; Mon 12:25, 3:10, 6:35; Wed TROPIC THUNDER 14A TAR Wane? etree ; 
frtThurs 12:35, 2:40, 4:45, 6:55, 9:05. No passes. FiéThus 12:15, 3:30, 6:45, 10:00. Frightening scenes, 6:35, 9:10; Thus 12:25, 6:35, 9:10. Violence FréThus 12:35, 3:35, 6:40, 9:50. Coors language, crude content. Banting rains or Mon-Thurs 6:30. iS 
RIGHTEOUS KILL 14a ‘ot recommended for young children, violence, BANGKOK DANGEROUS 18A PINEAPPLE EXPRESS Th 11 4:00, 6:30; 40, 4:00, 6:30; 30. 
Frelhurs 1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:20, 9:20. No posses. JOURNEY TO THE CENTER OF THE EARTH PG ‘Fre Wed 12:45, 3:15, 7:15, 9:50; Thurs 12:45, 7:15, 9:50 FreThurs 12:50, 4:20, 7:15, 10:10, Substance abuse bytes Besta 110, 410,715, 945: 1A 
BURN AFTER READING aA FreThurs 1:15, 3:45, 7:00. Not recommended for young children. OPUS ARTE - CINDERELLA STEP BROTHERS T4A eee Cae ke eae 
FseThus 1:15, 3:15, 515, 7:15, 9.15. No passes. WALL-E G (Ballet) Sat 1:00. Not rated. Firlues, Thus 1:00, 4:00, 6:50, 9:40; Wod 1:00, 4:00, 9:50. THE DARK KNIGHT = = PG 
FreThurs 12:20 DEATH NOTE T4A Coarse language, not recommended for children, crude content Fi 3:30, 6:45, 10-00: Sat-Sun 12:00, 3:30, 6:45, 10-00: 
470250 St. led © 986-2728 eee Ua Nall THE DARK KNIGHT PG Hon Thurs 8:00. Fighting scenes, not recommended fr 
TERA Tria ian ICLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS le) 4:30, 8:00. ee, ae. children, violence. 
Nighy 7:00, 9:30; matinees So-Sun 1:10, 3:35, Coase onquog. NORTH EDMONTON 4211-139TH AVENUE © 472-7600 aig Ses, erento young cle, vies, MAMMA MIAL FG 
RIGHTEOUS KILL 14231-137th Avenue © 732-2273 THE DARK KNI PG THE DARK KNIGHT: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE PG fii 3:50, 6:40, 9:20; SorSun 12:30, 3:50, 6:40, 9:20; 
i / 4A I IGHT FriThurs 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:15, Not recommended for young children, Mon-Thurs 6:40, 9:20. 
Nightly 7:05, 9:25; matines Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:35, BURN AFTER READING T4A Fi, Mor Thurs 4:30, 8:00; SotSun 12:50, 4:30, 8:00, violence, frightening scenes, =e 
Violence. Coarse longuoge. FreMon, WedtThurs 12:20, 2:40, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00; Tue 5:00, 7:20, Violence, frightening scenes, not recommended for young children. MAMMA MIAL PG 
BANGKOK DANGEROUS 18A 10:00. Stors & Strollers Screening Tues 1:00. Coarse language, violence. PINEAPPLE EXPRESS 18A FitThurs 12:35, 3:35, 6:45, 9:25, 
Nighity 7:10, 9:35. RIGHTEOUS KILL 14A _FréThurs 9°25. Substonce abuse, Se eee i 








FreThurs 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50. Violence, coarse languoge. 
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arts 


IT 5 DISABLED AND ABLE-BODIED — AESTHETICALLY, 
PHYSICALLY, THEY ALL LOOKED THE SAME. 





VISUAL ARTS « VIDEO INSTALLATION - BY KATHLEEN BELL |68% worus 


Everybody Into The Pool 





This Is The Dawning Of The Age Of Aquariums | Christophe Jivraj took hs camera underwater to create The Swit 


TO GET HIS PHOTOS OF 
DISABLED SWIMMERS, 
CHRISTOPHE JIVRAJ FIRST 
NEEDED TO PUT AWAY HIS 
CAMERA 





THE SWIMMERS 
By Christophe Jivraj. Harcourt House (10215-112 St). 
Sept 12-Oct 11. 





Reaching a goal sometimes takes 
more than a little luck, a great deal of 
perseverance, and a heap of help. In 
the case of Christophe Jivraj’s latest 
project, it took abject failure. 

“I thought I could just walk in there 
and in four months [take photos] that 
would encompass what it’s like to be 
disabled,” Jivraj admits. “I was so 
nervous I couldn't even photograph 
or do portraits. And I showed it to the 
class and it was. a complete miserable 
failure. It was good, though. It was a 
good failure. One of those things you 
learn from.” 

It's been almost five years since 


Jivraj walked through the doors of 
Montreal's C.A.R.€. (Centre for 
Recreational and Educational Activi- 
ties) with the aim of documenting 
what it's like to live with physical dis- 
abilities. Camera in hand, -he planned 
to spend a quick four months of his 
undergrad snapping pictures of the 
people he met there — people who 
are cognitively clear but have ex- 
treme physical restrictions. How- 
ever, the response to his first series 
of photographs, as Jivraj is happy to 
acknowledge, didn’t go too well and 
included accusations of exploitation 
and objectification. 

“L was very naive in thinking that 
because my intentions were true, 
people would recognize that,” Jivraj 
says. “Not fully understanding that 
intent sometimes isn’t enough, be- 
cause intent isn’t inscribed in the 
photograph.” 

He decided to try again, but leave 
the camera behind. 

“T realized the camera for me was a 


immers. IMAGES BY CHRISTOPHE JIVRAJ 





crutch; a shield almost, so 1 wouldn’t 
have to really engage with what was 
going on around me.” 

This time, Jivraj focused on build- 
ing relationships with C.A.R.€.’s cli- 
ents, understanding their reality, and 
discovering the true character of the 
subjects he wished to represent. That 
led to a job as a caregiver with the 
organization and now, six projects 
later, including the video installa- 
tion The Swimmers, he is still trying 
to capture what he missed the first 
time around, 

“All the projects leading up to this 
were always photographs and I was 
always trying to communicate no- 
tions of interpersonal relationships, 
trust, faith, and beauty. But the un- 
fortunate thing about a lot of my 
photographs to date was that they 
didn’t necessarily speak of that.” 

Where photos have failed, film 
seems to be succeeding, or at least 
getting the ever-exacting artist closer 
to his conceptual goals. The project 


that will be on display at Harcourt 


House involves video of some of his 
clients, those entrusted to his care at 
C.A.R€., swimming. According to 
Jivraj, it's an activity they enjoy and 
a state of being where, instead of 
feeling confined by their bodies, they 
feel free. 

In order to capture that sense of 
freedom, Jivraj rented an Olympic 
pool. He discovered, much to his de- 
light, glass windows on either side of 
the pool where trainers could watch 
their athletes underwater, and where 
he could set up video cameras — sav- 
ing him the cost of underwater ones. 
Monetary constraints also meant 
only renting half the pool, which, in 
turn, meant there were able-bodied 
swimmers in the background of the 
frame doing laps. This juxtaposition 
exposed a parallel and a paradox. 

“What was really interesting was 
that even people who weren't dis- 
abled were still really awkward un- 
derwater,” Jivraj says. “There was 





complete equality. There was nobody 
who looked better, disabled and able- 
bodied. Aesthetically, physically, they 
all looked the same.” 

Over the phone, Jivraj still doesn’t 
sound completely satisfied with his 
images, and claims that all his work 
hasn't been quite good enough. “I’m 
still trying to find ways of commu- 
nicating my connection with these 
individuals through photographs 
— that's my challenge, that’s my 
desire.” 

Nevertheless, in that annoying 
way that clichés have of turning out 
to be true, Jivraj’s journey has been 
far more important than the des- 
tination. “For them to trust me to 
take photographs, to show them in 
the proper light is the biggest gift of 
all,” he says. “I’ve earned that trust, 
but they've also willingly given it to 
me to a certain extent. They've said, 
‘Take my photograph, take my im- 
age and make me look beautiful and 
make me look like who I am.’” 
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Yuks On The Beach Dara Seva ef Haslam, Mark Mes, and Belinda orisha beteret phe be poring 
Inport sweat hee say Sapa PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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_ARTS NEWS - NOTABLE HAPPENINGS FROM THE GALLERY TO THE THEATRE 








INSOMNIA! 
The Bigger Kahuna 


First the Fringe festival, now the Die-Nasty 
Soap-a-Thon: what /s it about Hawaii that 
is so appealing to Old Strathcona theatre 
events tiiis year? Is it the Barack Obama 
thing? Are all the actors passing around their 
Lost DVDs? Whatever the reason, the Soap- 
a-Thon will spend its entire 53-hour running 
time (from 6 p.m. Friday to 1! p.m. Sunday) 
on the island of Oahu this year, with plenty 
of international guests dropping onto the 
Varscona Theatre stage like so many co- 
conuts onto the Waikiki beaches, including 
several protegés of British improv guru Ken 
Campbell. Tix go on sale Friday at 5. 





EUNOIA! 
1 Can Read You Like A Bok 


Toronto can keep its star-studded film festi- 
val; we're more than proud to be hosting the 
Edmonton Poetry Festival from Sept. 1l- 
13. Readings, mixers, and a poetry sweatshop 
are scheduled around town (consult www. 
edmontonpoetryfestival.com for details), 
but The Artery is where the star poets will 
be gathering behind the mic and shuffling 
through their chapbooks. Among them: 


Christian Bok (Eunoia), Yvonne Blomer (a 
broken mirror, fallen leaf), and Shauna Paull | | 


(roughened in undercurrent). Gee whiz, 
Yvonne and Shauna... would it kill you to use 
a capital letter once ina while? 





INTELLIGENTSIA! 
Joni Ballet Saves Humanity! 


Arts News' fave quote from the Alberta Arts 
Awards ceremony last Saturday was Joni 
Mitchell's hilariously self-serving remark that 
the success of her ballet The Fiddle and the 
Drum shows “there is optimism for our stupid 
planet after all.” Good for you, wealthy ballet 
subscribers! You're a beacon in the darkness! 
Everyone else, get cracking: Mitchell's album 
Shine ison sale at a Starbucks nearyou.Any- - ? 
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VISUAL CULTURE: TRINKETS ON DISPLAY | 658 words 


The Secrets Of Marilyn's Sewing Kit 





MY LITTLE EYE LINDSEY ROCK 

VANITY FAIR'S “THE MARILYN 
FILES” FEATURE GIVES SEE'S 
VISUAL CULTURE CRITIC A 
SEMIOTIC HEADACHE 





Is a person really a sum of her parts? 
According to Vanity Fair, when 
you're an icon like Marilyn Monroe, 
you are. 

“The Secret Marilyn Files,” a 
strange photo feature by Mark An- 
derson running in their new issue, 
provides a tender view of Marilyn 
Monroe's previously unseen stuff 
— 586 secret items from two filing 
cabinets “unearthed” 45 years after 
the actress’ untimely death: jewels, 
keepsakes, notes from lovers and 
friends, surprising trinkets, receipts 
and bills, her “treasured” sewing kit. 

Yes, her “treasured” sewing kit, 
which is displayed under the head- 
ing “The Keepsakes.” Some needles 
are missing and a bag of buttons is 
half pulled out of the pocket. Van- 
ity Fair thinks it was “likely given to 


her in Korea” — but they’re not posi- 
tive. The line smacks of truthiness 
to me, but who knows for certain? 
I mean, don’t get me wrong — it’s a 
lovely sewing kit. But just how much 
speculation will be allowed to pass 
for truth when it comes to celebride- 
ity worship? Vanity Fair's position is 
clear: this stuff = Marilyn. 

Since part of my mission in this 
column is to be your friendly pop 
culture semiotician, | thought this 
display of Monroe's bric-a-brac gave 
me the perfect opportunity to ex- 
plain some of the basic ideas in the 
often-intimidating field of semiotics 
(the study of signs and their inter- 
pretation). Here’s a crash course: 
bear with me and I promise to tie it 
all together. 

Philosopher Charles S. Pierce, who 
specialized in logic and semiotics, 
differentiated between three types 
of “signs”: the index, icon, and the 
symbol. Pierce described the icon as 
a likeness of a person. An icon does 
not require much interpretation: 
Marilyn Monroe is Marilyn Mon- 
roe. If Marilyn can stand for nothing 
but Marilyn and there is consensus 
on what Marilyn is, then basic logic 
holds that it is futile to try to under- 
stand Marilyn differently through 
her stuff. 

Think of it this way: I have a great 
movie collection and you could prob- 





The Monroe Doctrine | Marilyn's sewing kit is just one of several meaningless knickknacks featured in the new issue of Vanity Fair. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


ably learn a lot about me by check- 
ing it out. But would you navigate a 
special Vanity Fair website to inspect 
my Grade 8 yearbook? Ninety per 
cent of what I “own” here in Tel- 
luride has been gleaned from the 
Free Box. Does that mean I am but 
the sum of other people’s garbage? I 
tend to believe that memories are far 
more precious than trinkets — even 
then, the trinkets only mean what 
you want them to mean and aren’t 
necessarily a map inside to the per- 
son you knew. 

So: back to the sewing kit. Since 
the Vanity Fair piece appeared, one 
of Monroe's biographers has come 
forward to say that in fact, Marilyn 


was given the kit as a prop during 
the filming of the movie Love Nest 
in 1951. Love Nest is a 50s army- 
themed sex comedy. Marilyn does 
not have a very big role in it. Suppos- 
edly, she never returned the prop at 
the end of the day. In fact, the prop 
was never seen on camera and Mari- 
lyn never used the kit herself. She 
kept is as a keepsake of the film, not 
because she needed a sewing kit. To 
her, it was always just a movie prop. 

Sound plausible? Well, I totally 
made it up! Though it could be 
trae 

So here’s my point. Examining this 
sewing kit, which has been so care- 
fully preserved, inspected, and cata- 


logued, not only makes the whole 
project a tad reductive, but it also 
makes the assumption that a person 
— icon or not — can be understood 
by the objects and personal pos- 
sessions they left behind. Equating 
speculation with truth is an easy way 
to spare readers troublesome extra- 
neous details and highlight only the 
factors that don’t contradict the con- 
ventional wisdom and understand- 
ing of... well, not just Marilyn Mon- 
roe, but any influential artist, leader, 
or thinker you could name. 

I just hope that if somebody spends 
two years photographing my trin- 
kets after I’m dead and buried, they 
at least treat them lovingly. 











EXHIBITS 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA ENTERPRISE SQUARE, #100, 
10230 JASPER AVE. Edmonton Explored: A collection of 
works addressing the nature of graffiti. To Nov. 2. Works of 
a Renaissance Master: The Prints of Albrecht Direr. 
Rarely exhibited works spanning DOrer’s career as a leading 
printmaker in the Renaissance. To Nov. 2. Impression: 
Highlights from the AGA’s collection of prints, dating from 


the 18th century to the present day. To Nov.2.FacetheNa- | 


tion: New portraits of the past by contemporary Aboriginal 
artists. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Thu. 4-8 p.m., Sat. 
& Sun, Tla.m_5 p.m. For info visit www.artgalleryalberta. 
com or call 780-422-6223. 

CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103 95TH AVE. 
SEPT. 5-17: Transcendence: mixed media and oils by Louise 
Rae, acrylics and water colours by Annette Ayres, acrylics by 
Suzanne Gaultier. For info call 780-461-3427. 

HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY 3R0 FL, 10215 112TH ST. 
(Caw) I: Snapshots by Shantael Sleight capturing a day 

in the life of a crow. Sept. 12-Oct. 11 (Front Room Gallery). 
The Swimmers: A video installation by Christophe Jivraj 
portraying disabled and able-bodied swimmers ata 
Montreal pool. Sept. 12-Oct. 11 (Main Gallery). Info: www. 
harcourthouse.ab.ca or call 780-426-4150, 

SUN AND MOON VISIONARIES GALLERY AND STUDIO 
12225 107TH AVE. SEPT. 12-0CT 31. Hours: Tue-Fri,10 a.m.-5 
p.m., Sat. 12-5 p.m. Nanabozho: The Trickster Rabbit. A series 
of carvings and canvas by Jason Carter. 

UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA MUSEUM GALLERY A 87 
AVENUE AND ITITH STREET, SEP. 18 - JAN. 24, 2009 Brilliant 
Strokes: Chinese paintings from the Mactaggart Art 
Collection. 


GALLERIES 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186 1067H ST. For info visit 
www.albertacraft.ab.ca, or call 780-488-6611 EXT 221. 

A.J. OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE 590 BROADMOOR BLVD,, 
SHERWOOD PARK. For info call 780-449-4443. 

THE ARTERY 9535 JASPER AVE. Hours: Thu. 5-7 p.m.,or by 
appointment. For info visit theartery@noiselab.ca. 
ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 3RD FL., 10217 106TH ST. 
Hours: Thu. 5-8 p.m., or by appointment. For info visit www. 
artshab.com or call 780-439-9532. 


BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403 124TH ST,, 780-482-1204. For 


info visit bearclawgallery.com. 
BLUE CURVE GALLERY GLENROSE REHABILITATION 
HOSPITAL, 10230 TH AVE. Hours: Mon-Fri., 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 


” info call780-488-2952. 





CABINET GALLERY NOKOMIS CLOTHING, 10318 82ND AVE. 
Forinfo www.instituteparachute.ca. 

THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE HOUSE 

9351 118TH AVE. For info visit www.thecarrot.ca or call 
780-471-1580. 

CHRISTL BERGSTROM’S RED GALLERY 962] 82ND AVE,, 
Hours: Mon.-Fri, Tl a.m.-5 p.m. “Mother and Child” by Christ! 
Bergstrom. For info call 780-439-8210. 

DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332 124 ST. Hours: Tue.-Fii., 
9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. For info visit www.douglasudellgallery, 
com or call 780-488-4445. 


| ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIG 12419 STONY PLAIN RD. New 


works from various artists. For info visit www.waynemack- 
enziegoldsmith.com or visit 780-482-1402. 

EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY MAIN FLOOR ATRIUM, 
ENTERPRISE SQUARE, 10230 JASPER AVE. Hours: Daily 7 
a.m.-1l p.m. For info www.extension.ualberta.ca. 

FAB GALLERY J-] FINEARTS BUILDING, U OF A CAMPUS. 
Hours: Tue.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 2-5 p.m...For info call 
780-492-3261. 


~ FRINGE GALLERY 10516 WHYTE AVE. For info visit 


oe PICK 


www.paintspot.ca or call 780-432-0240. 
FRONT GALLERY 12312 JASPER AVE. For 









Fri., 10 a.m.-2,p.m. Hours: Mon./Wed./Fri., 9:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m.; Tue/Thu., 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m.& 6-8 p.m. For info visit 
www.ninahaggertyart.ca or call 780-474-7611 

NORTH EDMONTON SCULPTURE WORKSHOP 10546 
TISTH ST. Daytime viewing by appointment call 780-482- 

| 2685. 

| OUTOF THEFIRE STUDIO 12214 JASPER AVE. Forinfo visit 
| www.outofthefirestudio.com or call 780-378-0240. 

| PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183 112TH ST. Hours: 
Tue-Sat. 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. For info visit www.probertson- 
gallery.com or call 780-455-7479. 

| PICTURE THIS GALLERY 959 ORDZE RD. SHERWOOD 
PARK. For info visit www. picturethisgallery.com or call 

| 780-467-3038. 

PLANET ZE DESIGN CENTRE 10055 80TH AVE. Ongoing 

| displays include functional sculpture and jewelry by Sandra 
Sing Fernandes, metal sculpture by Linda Maines and Bianca 
Khan, and paintings by Quentin Maki and Tim Rechner. For 
info visit www.planetze.com. 

| PORTAL GALLERY #300, 944 9IST ST. Hours: Tue-Fri., 
12-8p.m.; Sat., 12-7 p.m. Feat: Marcie Rohr until 
SEP. 12, For info visit www.theportalgal- 
lery.com. 

PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 





GALLERY AT MILNER STANLEY A. VISUALARTS T9 PERRON ST, ST. ALBERT. For info 
MILNER LIBRARY, #7 CHURCHILL i \elatlsievatit) call 780-460-4310. 

SQUARE. For info call 780-496- Jason Carter celebrates ROWLES & CO, LTD. MEZZANINE 
7030. the “trickster rabbit.” LEVEL, 10130 103RD ST. For info 
JEFF ALLEN GALLERY STRATH- Sept: 12-Oct. 37 visit www.rowles.ca or call 

CONA SENIORS CENTRE, 10831 SUN & MOON VISIONARIES 780-426-4035. 

UNIVERSITY AVE. Hours: Mon.-Thu., 9 GALLERY & STUDIO SCOTT GALLERY 10411 124TH ST. 
a.m.-4 p.m. For info call 780-433-5807, Hours: Tue,-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. For 
JOHNSON GALLERY 771] 85TH ST.Edmonton info visit www.scottgallery.com or call 

oll painters working in-studio throughout the 780-488-3619. 

season. For info visit www.susanabma.com or call 780- SCULPTURE STUDIO & GALLERY SHERWOOD PARK. 


465-6171. 

LANDO GALLERY 11/30 105 AVE. Hours: Mon.-Fri.,10 
a.m.-5:330 p.m.;Sat., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. For info visit www. 
landogallery.com or call 780-990-1161. 
LATITUDE 53 10248 106TH ST.. Hours: Tue fi, Wam-6 
p.m.; Sat., 12-5 p.m. For info visit www.latitude53.org or call 
780-423-5353, 

MACEWAN CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 10045 156TH ST. 


_Hours: Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 12-5 p.m. 


MANDOLIN BOOKS 6479 112TH AVE., For info call 780- 
479-4050. 

MCMULLEN GALLERY 8440 IIZTH ST, UOF A HOSPITAL. 
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat-Sun., noon-6 p.m. Free 
admission, For info call 780-407-7152, , 

NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE 9704 ITITH AVE. Hours: Mon.- 
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Figurative and abstract sculpture by Horst D. For info visit 
www.horst-sculpture.ca or call 780-662-4160. 
SELFRIDGE POTTERY STUDIO 9844 88TH AVE. Hours: 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. For Info visit www.selfridgeceramicart.ca or call 
780-439-9296. 

SNAP GALLERY SOCIETY OF NORTHERN ALBERTA PRINT 
ARTISTS 10309 97TH ST.. Hours: Tue-Sat. 12-5 p.m. For info 
e-mail snap@snapartists.com or call 780-423-1492, 
STUDIO GALLERY 1 PERRON ST, ST. ALBERT. Hours: Thu. 
12-8 p.m.; Fri., 10.a.m.-6 p.m,; Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. For info call 
780-460-5993. 

TU GALLERY 10718 124TH ST. For info visit www.tugallery. 
a, or call 780-452-9662. 





URBAN ROOTS 10418 82ND AVE. Hours: Wed.-Sat., 12-4 
pum. For info call 438-7978, 





VAAA GALLERY VISUAL ARTS ALBERTA ASSOCIATION 
3RD FL, 10215 12TH ST.. Hours: Mon.-Fri, 10-4 p.m.; Sat., 
noon-4 p.m. For info call , 780-421-1731. 

WEST END GALLERY 12308 JASPER AVE. Hours: Tue.-Sat., 
10.a.m.-5 p.m. For info visit www.westendgalleryltd.com or 
all 780-488-4892. 

WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 10159 WHYTE AVENUE. 


| Hours:Tue-Fri.,6pm3am; Sat-Sun, 3pmam.For 


info call 780-436-2286. 

WORKS GALLERY #200, 10225 100TH AVE. Hours: Mon. 
Fri, noon-5 p.m, For info visit www.theworks.ab.ca or call 
780-426-2122. 

ZIEGLER HUGHES GALLERY & SERENDIPITY FRAMING 
9860 90TH AVE. Hours: Tue.-Wed., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Thu.-Fri., 
10.a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat., noon-8 p.m.; Sun.-Mon., noon-5 p.m. 
Anahuacalli Mexican jewelry and artworks by Canadian and 
Mexican artists, For info call 780-433-0388, 


| ZOCALO 10826 95TH ST. Hours: Mon.-Wed. & Fri., 10 a.m-6 


p.m.; Thu.,10a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat, 9a.m.-5p.m,; Sun., noon-5 
p.m, International crafts, artwork, and tropical flowers. For 
info call 780-428-0754, 


MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA AVIATION MUSEUM 1/410 KINGSWAY AVE. 
Hours: Daily, 10. a.m.-4 p.m. Edmonton bush pilot display in 
WWIlera double-wide, double-long hangar. For info call 
780-451-1175. 

CANADIAN PETROLEUM DISCOVERY CENTRE LEDUC #1 
DISCOVERY WELL, LEDUC. Guided tours, tailored education 
programs for classes K-12, safety courses and industry 
training, campground, library, and historical archives. For 
info visit www.cpic.org or call 1-866-987-4323, 

CITY OF EDMONTON ARCHIVES 10440 108 AVE. Hours: 
Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Over 50,000 catalogued 
photographs and slides from the 1880s to the present. Free 
admission. For info call 780-496-8710. 

JOHN WALTER MUSEUM 10667 914 AVE. Free admission, 
donations gladly accepted. For info visit www.edmonton.ca/ 
johnwalter or call 780-496-8787. 

LOYAL EDMONTON REGIMENT MILITARY MUSEUM 
#118, PRINCE OF WALES ARMOURIES HERITAGE CENTRE, 
10440 108TH AVE. Hours: Mon.-Fti,, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

MUSEE HERITAGE #5 ST. ANNE ST, ST. ALBERT. Hours: 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m, Admission by 
donation, suggested donation $2. For more info call 
780-459-1528. 

PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 ROPER RD. 
Hours: Tue,-Sat., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Wed., 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Until 





SEP. 6, “Les Francophones en Alberta: Courage et Détermi- 
nation” tells the history of Francophones in Alberta through 
archival records. For info call 780-427-1750. 

ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845 102 AVE. Hours: Mon.- 
Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. For info visit www.toyalalbertamuseum. 
caor call 780-453-9100. 

STRATHCONA COUNTY MUSEUM & ARCHIVES 9/3 

ASH ST. SHERWOOD PARK. Hours: Mon.-Fri, 10.a.m.-4 p.m. 
For info visit www.strathconacounty.museum.ca or call 
780-476-8189. 

TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1/2]! 142ND ST,, Permanent 
exhibits include The Body Fantastic, Mystery Avenue, The 
Greens’ House, Space Place, Discoveryland, and DinoDenin 
the Explorer Gallery. For info visit www.odyssium.com or call 
780-451-3344, 


THEATRE 


ALIEN CREATURE: A VISITATION FROM GWENDOLYN 
MACEWEN AZIMUTH THEATRE, 11315 106TH AVE, SEPT. 18- 
OCT. Co-directed by Laura Raboud and Fawnda Mithrush, 
the Azimuth Theare presents the tragic story of Canadian 
poet Gwendolyn MacEwen (played by Laurissa Kalinowsky). 
Shows Thu.-Sat. nightly at 8 p.m., with Sun. matinees on 
Sept. 21, 28, and Oct. 5 at 2p.m. All tickets are Pay-What- 
You-Can. Info: www.theothertheatre.ca, 

DIE-NASTY SOAP-A-THON VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 
83RD AVE. SEPT. 12-14 Dana Andersen directs some of 
Edmonton's finest comic actors in this continuous 53-hour 
improvised comedy about an Alberta family who heads off 
to Hawaii after winning the biggest shared lottery jackpot of 
all time. Info: www.die-nastyimprov.com. 

MO & JESS KILL SUSIE THE THIRD SPACE, 11516 103RD ST, 
SEP TI. Trevor Schmidt directs Amy Matysio, Lora Brovold 
and Amanda Bergen in the North American Premier of New 
Zealand playwright Gary Henderson's intense drama about 
two Maori women who must face down the authorities 
after taking a white police woman hostage. Info: www. 
northernlighttheatre.com. 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE SHOCTOR THEATRE, THE CITADEL, 
9828 IOIA AVE, SEP. 20-OCT. 12, 7:30 PM, Bob Baker directs 
Lally Cadeau, James MacDonald and Tom Wood in Tom 
Wood's new stage version of Jane Austen's classicnovel. 
Info: www.citadeltheatre.com. 

WHO'S AFRAID OF VIRGINIA WOOLF? TIMMS CENTRE 
FOR THE ARTS (UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA), SEP 18 - 27, 7:30. 
PM. Rob Moffat directs Edward Albee’s classic play about 
one very long night in the lives of a history professor, his har- 
ridan wife, and the young couple they invite to their home. 
0: www.studiotheatre.ca or call 780-492-8710. 
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SEX + E-ROTICA | 685 words 


Josey Clicks Her Mouse 





MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 

I DON’T GET MY EROTICA ON 
THE INTERNET, BUT THE 
WEB DEFINITELY STOKES MY 
SEXUAL IMAGINATION 





A colleague recently asked me to 
name some of my favourite erotic 
internet sites. I scratched my head 
trying to think of some. The thing is, 
I tend to go to sex information/news 
sites. more than erotic sites. Don't 
get me wrong: if I’m feeling horny, 
reading the latest- theory about 
monogamy is not what I’m getting 
off on. 

When it comes to explicit online 


because he wants to represent him- 
self and avoid the “freakshow” treat- 
ment traditional porn might give 
him. Even if it’s not your turn-on, it 
shakes up the traditional corporate 
porn industry aimed mostly at het- 
erosexual and gay men 

And I think the Internet and the 
rise of amateur porn has actually 
forced mainstream porn to change 
its tune and switch things up. I’m 
seeing more interesting stuff and 
interesting people moving from the 
margins into the mainstream, like 
Tristan Taormino or Candida Roy- 





alle. These women bring a fresh, 
female aesthetic and perspective to 
mainstream porn 

I don’t know that I'd'still be writing 
about sex if it weren't for the influ- 
ence of the web and the way it has 
pushed and expanded the dialogue 
surrounding sexuality. | mean, how 
else would I be able to find and write 
about a guy who likes to dress up as 


SS esses 


IMEAN, HOW ELSE WOULD I BE ABLE TO FIND 
AND WRITE ABOUT A GUY WHO LIKES TO 
DRESS UP AS A DONKEY TO GET OFF? 





material, I’m a bit of a “guy.” By 
which I mean, I tend to rely on good 
ol’ traditional porn as long as it’s de- 
cently lit and the people are hot and 
not too plastic-looking. If I’m feel- 
ing randy, I just Google the kind of 
image I’m feeling would do the trick 
and find whatever free stuff I can. 
| find that a lot more fun, if some- 
times more challenging: you search 
for threesomes and end up ona site 
full of images of people having sex 
with horses. 

But I think the ever-growing glut 
of smart, fun writing and informa- 
tion about sexuality is more interest- 
ing and varied than the erotic mate- 
rial available online. I find that stuff 
pretty predictable, even when it's 
trying to be edgy — | mean, just look 
at suicidegirls.com. 

And some of the really edgy stuff 
is more fascinating than erotic to 
me. Take eroticred.com, for in- 
stance, which features homemade 
menstruation porn, An interesting 
concept, for sure, but more from an 
intellectual and political-perspective 
than something that’s going to get 
me off. 

I do think the internet is a wonder- 
ful place to challenge traditional sex- 
ual cultural and political dialogues. 
I like the Internet for its ability to 
democratize porn and erotic mate- 
tial. The fact that people can make it 
independently is very cool and tells 
us a lot about human sexuality. 

I love that people like Buck An- 
gel, the female-to-male transsexual 
| wrote about earlier this summer, 
is making his own hardcore porn 


a donkey to get off? 

But while I know the web has 
brought people together, especially 
those from the margins, | do wonder 
sometimes if it also feeds that imme- 
diate gratification thing and also be- 
cause we can be so-o-o-o-o specific 
about what we want that there might 
be a risk of narrowing our sexual 
tastes. Because we can shop for ex- 
actly what we want, we might not try 
other items on the rack 

Anyway, for what it’s worth, here's 
a list of websites | like: 

* nerve.com (well-written online 
mag about sex) 

+ world-sex-news.com (fun sex 
news from around the world) 

* sieccan.org (Sex Information and 
Education Council of Canada) 
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* janesguuide.com (reviews online 
erotica and porn sites) 
+ dailybedpost.com (U.S. sex writ- 
ers Em & Lo) 
+ puckerup.com (sex columnist and 
porn director Tristan Taormino) 
Sexualintelligence.org (social 
commentary on sex in America by 
Marty Klein) 
www.drpetra.co.uk/blog (Brit 


ish sexual commentator Dr. Petra 


Boynton) 
* midwestsexteenshow.com (fun, 
cheeky sex ed videos produced for 


teens by young adults) 


: reginalynn.com (former Wired 
Sex and Tech columnist Regina 
Lynn) 

* susiebright.com (site of longtime 
sex writer and activist Susie Bright) 

+ planetmidori.com (San Francisco 
based sex educator and Japanese 


rope bondage expert Midori) 

- lordmorpheus.com (Toronto sex 
educator, pony-play enthusiast and 
kinkster) 

- ishotmyself.com (a self-portrai 
ture project where women can sub- 


mit hot images of themselves) 


- seska4lovers.com (XXX amateur 
site by Montrealer Seska Lee and her 
husband James) 





Calgary 


403-770- 0990 


Other Cities 


1-888-482-8282 


Edmonton isco: 00 


questchat.com 


780-669-2323 


1 -900-548-4444 $25/50min 


Mobile pay, text “QUEST” to 77003 


$5.00/10min 





eVine. CALL, CHAT 


ERSONALS ~' \' 


(The rest is up to you) 


Women Always FREE: 
hy By yy LT: 

FREE Trial for MEN: 
hy By yy! 
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Can I Tie Up My Boyfriend And Take Him Home? 





ee 
SAVAGE LOVE BAN SAVAGE 

DAN SAYS YES, WITH SOME 
CAVEATS. ALSO, HE HAS AFEW 
THINGS TO SAY ABOUT THE 
BRISTOL PALIN MESS 





I'm a middle-aged guy. My boy- 
friend has just left his teens. We 
originally got to know each other 
because I like to tie up muscular 
young guys and he’s a muscu- 
lar young guy who likes getting 
tied up. But he’s a smart, funny 
kid and after a few months we 
started actually liking each other. 
Not to get all mushy on you, but 
at some point that like turned 
to love. 

Here’s the problem: My boy- 
friend's parents — who are a little 
younger than I am — were snoop- 
ing around in his room and found 
video clips on his computer that 
clearly illustrated our activities. 





He still lives with his parents and 
they were, prior to this discovery, 
entirely ignorant of their son’s 
sexual orientation and sexual 
interests. They’re now threaten- 
ing all the things asshole parents 
usually threaten: to kick him out, 
to stop paying for school, to dis- 
own him. 

He's stayed at my place many 
times and my first reaction was, 
“Come live with me, you don't 
need that kind of crap in your 
life.” But the more I think about 
it, the more I wonder if it’s the 
right thing toedo. They are his 
family. Would I really be acting 
in his best interests if I helped 
him walk away from them, even 
as horrible as they're acting? I 
can put him up at my place. I can 
pay for his schooling. Heck, I'd be 
proud to do it. But I wonder if I'd 
be facilitating a decision he'd one 
day come to regret. 

Plus, we're in Boston and he 
isn’t yet 21. On top of everything 
else, is there a chance the law 
could decide to bite me in the 
ass? 

Not The Bad Guy 


Ireally can’t do my best work, NTBG, 
without actually seeing those video 
clips. But let me give it a shot ... 

Your boyfriend is of legal age, so 
I don’t see how you could possibly 
be in trouble with the law (unless 
those bondage videos were made be- 
fore he reached the age of consent, 
which I’m hoping they were not). 
His parents might not like the fact 
that their son is gay and a bondage 
freak, or that he’s involved with an 
older man, but there's not a lot they 
can do about it, ; 

Besides, of course, tossing him 
out, disowning him, and refusing to 
pay for his education. 

If they do toss him out and refuse 
to pay for his education, NTBG, you 
should take him in and pay for his 
education. Don’t do anything — or 
anything else — that might antago- 
nize your boyfriend's parents. No 
confrontations, no accusations, no 
scenes. Write them one polite letter. 
Tell them you appreciate how dis- 
tressing it must have been for them 
to learn about their son’s interests 
the way that they did, and tell them 
that, despite how they may have 
interpreted those video clips, you 
mean their son no harm, that you 





Edmonton’s 


BEST 


Singles 





are using 


Lavalife VOICE! 


EDMONTON >» CALL NOW! 


780-702-3007 


ON THE GO? 
Dial #CLICK (#25425). 
79¢/min. Bell, Rogers, Fido 


MY 


lavalife® 


Collect Call Billing! 1-866-706-5282. 25 mins for $25. 


8 AT HOME? ; 
CEB 1-900 Pricing Options! 1-900-528-2543. 
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love him, and that you intend to look 
out for him and keep him in school. 
Close by telling them- you're going 
to encourage your boyfriend to keep 
the lines of communication open 
with them. 


It could be emotionally tricky for - 


a while (perhaps a long while) as 
his parents adjust to the big kinky 
news. But that’s what happens when 
you snoop: Sometimes you find out 
things that you didn’t want to know, 
didn’t need to know, or weren't ready 
to know. 

As for the boyfriend, it's entirely 
possible that he may one day blame 
you for his estrangement from his 
parents. You can inoculate yourself 
against those charges by refusing 
to come between him and his par- 
ents, and making sure he sees you 
doing whatever you can to lay the 
groundwork for an eventual recon- 
ciliation. 

Moving on, NTBG, you say you're 
in love, and that’s swell. But just be- 
tween us grown-ups: Very few people 
wind up with the person they met 
and fell in love with in their teens. 
At best, you'll have a few great years 
with this kid. But if you play your 
cards right, this can be a really suc- 
cessful relationship even if, as the 
song goes, “it’s only for now.” 

And unless his parents are seri- 
ously nuts and your boyfriend des- 





perately needs the legal protections 
of marriage — he needs you to be 
his next of kin in case of a medical 
emergency, for instance — I wouldn't 
marry his hot and kinky 20-year-old 
ass, if I were you. And if he does 
need the legal protections of mar- 
riage, make him sign a prenup. 

Speaking of hot teenagers and as- 
shole parents and vows that you may 
come to regret... 

The 17-year-old daughter of Sarah 
Palin, the GOP's vice-presidential 
nominee, is pregnant. The news was 
released by the McCain campaign 
during a busy news week — a major 
hurricane, the Republican National 
Convention, Dick Cheney getting us 
into a war with Russia — so it may 
not have received the coverage it de- 
served. So allow me to bring you up 
to date, gentle readers... 

Seventeen-year-old Bristol Pa- 
lin got her ass knocked up five or 
so months ago by 18-year-old Levi 
Johnston. Among the hobbies listed 
on Levi's since-yanked MySpace 
page — “fishing, shoot some shit, 
and just fuckin’ chillin’ — was this 
revealing tidbit: “I don’t want kids.” 
But Bristol, says her mom, “made 
the decision on her own to keep the 
baby,” and is now engaged to Levi 
“Shootin’ Shit” Johnston. 

As the adoptive parent of a child 
born to a pair of unwed teenagers, 
I’m certainly not in favor of abortion 
in all-circumstances. But | believe 


that it's a choice teenagers should be 
able to make for themselves — with 
input from their families whenever 
possible — and, so it seems, does the 
GOP’s VP nominee. Sarah Palin is 
pleased that her daughter made the 
decision — on her own = to keep the 
baby. 

But Sarah Palin doesn’t believe 
that other girls should be able to 
make their own decisions. Sarah 
Palin believes abortion should be il- 
legal in almost every instance — in- 
cluding rape and incest. So Bristol 
Palin is being celebrated for making 
a choice that Sarah Palin would like 
to take away from all other Ameri- 
can women. Apparently, today’s 
GOP believes that choice is a spe- 
cial right reserved for the wayward 
daughters of Republican elected 
officials. 

Oh, and Sarah Palin also believes 
that birth control shouldn’t be made 
available to teenagers, she opposes 
medically accurate sex education, 
and she backs abstinence-until-mar- 
riage sex “education.” 

Sigh. 

During the Bush years, the GOP 
poured hundreds of millions of dol- 
“education” 
programs. I believe this enormous 


lars into abstinence 
investment of public funds begs the 
obvious question: Are our children 
abstaining? Sarah Palin’s aren't. 
Despite this massive outlay on the 
part of the American taxpayer and 
the example set by her Christian 
parents, Bristol Palin became sexu- 
ally active while still in high school. 
Excuse me, but if abstinence educa- 
tion can’t keep the daughter of the 
evangelical governor of Alaska off 
the cock, what hope is there for the 
daughters — and some of the sons — 
of average Americans? 

I’m a cad for even writing this, of 
course, because shortly before Bris- 
tol and Levi were paraded before 
cheering throngs at the Republican 
National Convention, the Palins 
asked the media to respect their 
daughter's privacy. 

Another special right: When it 
comes to respecting your family’s 
privacy, Palin and the GOP see no 
need. They want to micromanage 
the most intimate aspects of your 
private life. And-if their own kids fail 
to live up to the standards that Palin 
and the GOP seek to impose on your 
family, well, that’s a private matter 
between the Palins, their daugh- 
ter, their God, and the thousands 
of screaming imbeciles in elephant 
hats waving McCain/Palin signs on 
the floor of the Republican National 
Convention. 


Download the Savage Lovecast (my 
weekly podcast) every Tuesday at 
www.thestranger.com/savage. 

mail @savagelove.net 
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100 years 


seafood market manager 
& fulltime cashiers 


7331-104 ST 
email:dennisc@billingsgate.com f. 439-0099 


2 } 

full time tpn supervisor 
must have dementia experience 
must bein good standing with the CLPNA 
hours are 7:30-3:30 WED-SUNDAY 
full time HOUSEKEEPER | 
hours are 8:00-4:30 MON-FRIDAY 


part time KITCHEN AIDE. 


hours are 7:00-2:00 suN-MONDAY 
SECURITY CLEARANCE REQUIRED | 


Garneau 4a f] 


Contact Leah at Gar 

p- 780.989.7900 

f£. 780.433.3178 
¢,leseguin@garneauhall.com 
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new location 


at 9224 ellerslie road 

now recruiting for crew members 
if you have experience in a quick service restaurant 
environment fast food and wanted to escape the hot 
grills and grease this job is for you! 


no experiance required 
competitive hourly pay 
flexible schedules 

food discounts 

free uniforms 

(on site washing facilites) 
advancement oppurtunites 
a clean eneviornment 

(no cooking/grease) 

call cam at 819 9087 10431-51 Ave 
or fax your resume to 459 9619 
email cweichel@telus. blackberry.net 
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$18/hour to Start Guaranteed 
Hourly & Daily Bonuses 


When motivated by $$S, are you loyal, 
dedicated, and enthusiastic? 

Professional telemarketing (NOT phone 
soliciting) in an advertising agency could be for 
you. Fun and energetic family-type atmosphere. 


¢ Full Time Only 
* Must be 18 & Over with 
good English language skills. 


Give us acall at 780.413.0204 

4 between 8:00 am and 3:00 pm 
CYoung or visit us at 
‘Fitness Suite 840 
10310 Jasper Avenue 


Young Fitness Inc. 
si) FIL. = Beside Bay LRT Station 
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to book an ad 430 9003 





HERE’S YOUR OPPORTUNITY 





Public Outreach is Hiring 
full time & part time fundraisers 


As part of one of our Fundraising 
Teams, you will engage in meaningful 
dialogue in order to raise funds for our 
select group of non profits. 

With flexible scheduling, excellent 
training and scholarships, this isthe 
ideal employment opportunity. 


Public 


$14/THour Guaranteed Wage 


to apply, please send resume with cover fetter, 
E:edmentonjobs@publicoutreach.ca ©:780-436-9896. 





we are searching for fun and enthusiastic people 
for both our downtown & south side restaurants 


for all positions. 


Ir you have a passion for food or just 
love to talk to people we want you. 

You don’t need any experience because 
we love to train and the best part is 
while you're making tons of tips, 
meeting great people and having fun 
we'll pay you as much as $15 per hour. 


Apply in person with 
a resume at either: 
3345 Calgary Trail at 
10104 109 Street 


5} DISTRIBUTION CO-0: ATO 
od FLEXIBLE HOORS 


See is 4 
ae craking & highly organized, dynamo, hardworking person to Join 


If you've got # positive attitude and are avallable for 20 to 24 hours a week, we're 
offering a competitive wage and a great working environment, a flexible schedule 
and use of a company van. Drop us a line. 
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9005. Personals 


ARE YOU LOSING a loved one 
to substance abuse? Our pro- 
gram has the highest success 
rate. Help is only one phone call 
away! 1-877-782-7409; www.nar- 
conon.ca. 


DATING SERVICE. Long- 
term/short-term relationships, 
free calls! 1-866-512-8367. Ex- 
change voice messages, voice 
mailboxes 1-866-573-0914. Live 
adult casual conversations - 1 on 
1 -. 1-866-522-7131, Meet on 
chat-lines. Local single ladies 
1-866-512-9083 (18+). 


ELS Coming Events 


BE YOUR own boss - Find out 
how at The Canadian Franchise 
Association’s Discovery Day, Sat- 
urday, Sept. 20 at Calgary Marri- 
ott, 10 - 4 p.m. Attend free if pre- 
register at www.cla.ca. 





THE ALBERTA Entrepreneurs 
Association meets the 3rd Tues- 
day every month. 5:30 p.m., Roy- 
al Glenora Club, 11160 River 
Valley Road. Networking, guest 


speaker, dinner. More informa- 
tion at: www.aea.ab.ca. 
LEA Announcements 


JOIN A SQUARE DANCE CLUB. 
Fun, fitness, friendship. Easy to 
learn. If you can walk you can 
square dance. No special dress 
requirements. Local information 
available at: squaredancealber- 
ta.com. 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


AAIM LOANS. Money now. Over 
the phone approvals. Debt con- 
solidation, first, second, third, 
equipment, mobile, builder. Inter- 


im. - Anywhere in Alberta. 
780-484-9232. Fax: 
780-484-7345. 


IGNORE the speed limits. How 
fast does your income vehicle 
go? Mine goes 0 - $250K in one 
year! Find out how: www.zeros- 
peediimits.com, 





NEED MONEY FAST. Immediate 
approval. Credit, age, income are 
no barriers, debt consolidation, 
interim financing, home -pur- 
chase, small business start-up. 
Consolidated Mortgage and 
Loans. Members BBB 
1-780-452-5858. 


410. Education/Training 


BECOME A published writer with 
our distance education course. 
Personal instruction and mentor- 
ing from professional writers. 
Money-back guarantee. Call for a 
free brochure. Call 
1-800-559-7632; www.wing- 
hill.com: 





OLDS COLLEGE Environmental 
Reclamation Certificate Program 
- Drumheller - 22 weeks. In- 
crease your prospects of em- 
ployability in the reclamation in- 
dustry. Environmental Reclama- 
tion Program starts November 12 
in Drumheller. Apply now! Con- 
tact Renee Martel at 
1-800-661-6537 ext. 7954 or 
mmartel @ oldscollege.ca. 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


APPRENTICE OR JOURNEY- 
MAN automotive technician want- 
ed for small southern Alberta re- 
pair shop. wage negotiable on 
experience & medical benefits in- 


cluded. Call Todd at 
403-641-2225; cell 403-793-1723 
or send resume to: Willy's 


Wheels ‘n’ Deals Ltd., P.O. Box 
128, Bassano, AB, TOJ OBO. 





BUSY OILFIELD Service Compa- 
ny requires rod rig operator $40. - 
$50./hour; combo vac operator 


$26.82 - $43.23/hour; rough- 
necks $23. - $30/hour. Safety 
bonuses. Fax resume 
780-806-1030. Phone 
780-842-7072. 





CALMONT TRUCK CENTRE - 
Het Technicians. Positions open 
for professional and committed 
apprentices and journeymen. 
Fantastic opportunity to earn 
competitive wages, benefits in- 
cluding RSP matching program in 
a safe, supportive work environ- 
ment. Email: careers @cal- 
montca. Fax 780-451-5768. 
Signing bonus available. 


1005. Help Wanted 


‘A leading developer and man- 
ager of self-storage and other 
teal estate properties in the 
United States, with facilities in 
Canada and Europe, SUC- 
CESS IS MINE is seeking an 
Accountant, AP Ar or Highly 
Skilled Bookkeeper. Candi- 
dates must be intelligent, hon- 
est, dependable, and manage 
a variety of tasks as well as 
have a willingness to grow into 
more responsibility in the next 
several years as our company 
grows. 

Kindly email this address if you 
have interest in this Success 
Opportunity 

alomine1 @ hotmail.com 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


ATTENTION: Agricultural Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere Industrial Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not join the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Westem Canada. We are 
also seeking resident technicians 
in Drayton Valley, Lac La Biche, 
Camrose, Vegreville, Cold Lake, 
Bonnyville and Wetaskiwin. 
Brandt has been recognized as 
one of Canada’s top 50 Managed 
Companies for the past 3 years. 
If you want a great career with a 
rapidly growing and dynamic 
company, send your resume to: 
Brandt Tractor Ltd. Attention: 
Greg Davidson, 10630 - 176 St. 
Edmonton, AB, T5S 1M2. Fax 
780-489-6891; cackland@brandt- 
tractor.com. 





CALMONT TRUCK CENTRE - 
Shop Foreman. Looking for an 
energetic individual to join our 
team as the Shop Foreman! The 
candidate will possess: Journey- 
man heavy duty technician |i- 
cence; previous experience as a 
foreman or lead hand; computer 
diagnostic experience and a posi- 
tive attitude. We offer competitive 
wages, signing bonus, and excel- 
lent benefits. Please send your 
resume to: careers @calmont.ca. 





CAREER OPPORTUNITY. 
Growing steel fabrication shop in 
sunny southern BC seeks orga- 
nized, ambitious finishing fore- 
man. Would supervise all aspects 
including handling, sandblasting, 
painting, assembly. Salary plus 





benefits. Fax 250-442-8356; 
rob @unifab.ca. 
CLASS 1 DRIVER needed for 


busy livestock trucking company 
based out of Westlock. Clean 
driver's licence required and cat- 
tle experience an asset. Call Rob 
780-349-1755. 





CLASS 1 OR 3 truck drivers. Re- 
quire valid oilfield safety tickets. 
Paying top wages, - benefits. 
Swan Hills area. Fax resume to 
780-333-4397. 





CONVENTIONAL MACHINE 
Shop Foreman. Precision custom 
machining company requires 
company-ofiented, highly moti- 
vated, well organized convention- 
al machine shop foreman, team 
leader, team player, experience 
to lead and direct all conventional 
machine tool manufacturing and 
service operations. We offer: 
Clean safe working environment; 
day shift; competitive wages; 
benefit package, pension plan, 
other benefits. Qualified candi- 
date should submit a targeted re- 
sume to: R.P. Hawboldt Machin- 
ing Limited, P.O. Box 248, Tren- 
ton, NS, BOK 1X0. Fax 
902-928-1519. Email: rphaw- 
boldt@ eastlink.ca. 





DOBSON FARMS, Mooseomin, 
Sask. has immediate openings 
for full and part-time farm and 
feedlot workers. Competitive 
wages. Call 306-435-7471; fax 


306-435-4369 or email: jor- 
dan7471 @sasktel.net. 
EMERALD TRUCKING, High 


Prairie, Alberta is currently seek- 
ing Class 1 Drivers, Vacuum 
Truck Operators and Heavy Duty 
Mechanics. Fax resume to 
780-523-5833. 
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1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


FREE PHONE CONNECTIONS! 


Limited time offer! Super low 
monthly rates! Internet and long 
distance available. No credit 
checks, fast connections. Phone 
Factory Reconnect 
1-877-336-2274; www.phonefac- 
tory.ca. 





FULL-TIME BAKER & Meat 
Cutter in Vermilion & Wainwright, 
Alberta. Experience required. 
Good references. Apply: Eastalta 
Co-op Ltd., Attention: Dave, 5013 
- 51 Ave., Vermilion, AB, T9X 
1B2. Phone 780-853-5335. 





FULL-TIME CONSTRUCTION 
Labourers required $21.75/hour 
to start for W.E. Edmonton foun- 
dation company. Experience in 
the industry an asset. Email re- 
sume to: barb@roterra.ca or drop 
in to 10620 - 205 St., Edmonton. 





FULL-TIME Meat cutter/butcher, 
Monday ~to Friday. $12. - 
$20/hour. Benefit plan. Experi- 
ence needed. Phone Provost 
Packers, a small family business 
in Provost, Alberta at 
780-753-2415 or fax 
780-753-2413, 





HAMILTON'S IGA, 4502 - 50 St., 
Ponoka, AB, T4J 1J5 requires 
Manager for 15 person instore 
scratch bakery. Responsibilities 
include all facets of operation. 
Mail resume, Attention: Jim. 





HAVE FUN making money as an 
actor or film extra on Calgary mo- 
vie sets. All ages required. 
403-521-0077 





JOHN DEERE DEALERSHIP re- 
quires experienced Technicians 
and Parts Persons, Top industry 
wages & signing bonus. For a 
lifestyle choice second to none, 
call Randy in Pincher Creek, Al- 
berta at 1-800-565-0362. 


JOIN CANADA'S - most unique 
home party company and eam 
great money, part-time or full- 
time. No money collection or de- 
liveries. No experience needed. 
Visit our website at realstylema- 





deeasy.com or call 
1-866-378-4331. 
OPPORTUNITY. Work from 


home. Windshield wiper. Manu- 
facturer looking for sales people 
to work from home. Unique prod- 
uct, unique opportunity. Email: 
sales @heatflexx.com. Phone 
705-949-0067 or 989-414-2714; 
www.heatflexx.com. 





OUR LARGE farm team needs a 
mechanic to help repair, main- 


tain, and operate large farm 
equipment. Formal training not 
tequired. Contact Brett at 


306-741-7737 or send resume to 
fax 306-778-3938 or email: am- 
berfield @ sasktel.net. 


REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER 
full-time or part-time. Reliable ve- 
hicle & a valid drivers licence re- 
quired, benefits available. Knowl- 
edge of digital cameras, Photo- 
shop & Quark is an asset. Wages 
commensurate with experience & 
education. Send resume, clips of 
recent stories and photos to the 
Weyburn Review, Box 400, Wey- 
burn, SK, S4H 2K4. Attention: 
Darry! Ward, Publisher. Email: 
dward @ weyburnreview.com. 





SERVICE TECHNICIANS/Parts 
Representatives. Take your ca- 
reer to the next level with Arpac 
Storage Systems, a leader in ma- 
terial handling equipment. Ideal 
candidates have backgrounds in 
lift truck/automotive/HD — equip- 


ment service or parts and exhibit © 


strong customer service, commu- 
nication and accuracy skills. This 
is a great opportunity to take your 
technical skills to the next level 
with a leader in the field. Arpac 
offers a guaranteed 40 hour work 
week, competitive salary, 100% 
paid extended/dental premiums, 
RRSP program, extensive re- 
wards program, social events, 
and much more! Interested can- 
didates are encouraged to submit 
their cover letter and resume to: 
hr@arpac.ca or fax to Calgary 
403-236-9797, Edmonton 
780-455-4540. 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper _ busi- 
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit: www.aw- 
na.com/rasumes_add.php. 





SERVICE/INSTALLERS/Handy- 
man required for water purifica- 
tion firm. Plumbing and electrical 
knowledge helpful, training pro- 
vided. Please forward resume to 
mike @thewaterclinic.com or fax 
to 306-242-1223. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently taking an- 
tidepressants) for various stud- 
ies. Reimbursements of expens- 
es provided. Call 407-3221 (de- 
pressed only), 407-3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 407-3775 (fe- 
male healthy or depressed, in- 
cluding pregnant and just deliv- 
ered) for more information. 








Hockey club requires timekeep- 
ers; admission volunteers, North- 
east Edmonton. Call 222-5678 


Paralympic Sports Association 


(PSA) is a nonprofit organization 
that offers recreation & sport pro- 
grams to persons with physical 
disabilities. Weare a volunteer 
fun organization and are looking 
for individuals to help out at one 
of our Fall/Winter Programs. 
Contact the PSA office at 
780-439-8687 or check out our 
website at www.parasports.net 


SuperWalk for Parkinson's is the 


single most important national 
awareness and fundraising event 
for the Parkinson's Society of Al- 
berta and Parkinson Society of 
Canada. Cities and communities 
across the country organize 
walk/runs and teams, raising 
money through individual pledges 
and corporate sponsorship. 


Edmonton SuperWalk for Parkin- 
son's 2008 is September 13, 
2008 at ACT Recreation Centre, 
Rundle Park. 


Grande Prairie SuperWalk for 
Parkinson's 2008 is September 
13, 2008 at Muskoseepi Park, 
Grande Prairie. 


Contact the Parkinson's Society 
of Alberta's office to find out how 
you or your family can help sup- 


port this important national event. 


Volunteers needed on Septem- 
ber 28th at Fort Edmonton and 
the Zoo. For information email 
rfsvolunteer@ edmonton.ca 


2001. Acting Classes 


MODELS, ACTORS, SINGERS, 
BANDS!!! LAS VEGAS CASTING 
DIRECTOR - IN CALGARY ONE 
WEEKEND ONLY! Jennifer 
Moore, independent Casting Di- 
rector. With 19 years of Talentt 
and Casting Experience, twill be 
casting for the USA WORLD 
SHOWCASE! Sept 21!This is 
NOT an acting school pitch! Jen- 
nifer will be casting people for 
this competition!}Last years win- 
ner walked away with $100,000! 
Get discovered by top designers, 
record labels, Producerstiust to 
name a few!ttJennifer hastcasted 
and provided talent for: Charles 
in Charge, Bay Watch, 90210, 
Friends, Scrubs,t CSI,t Just 
Shoot Me, Gilmore Girls, 
Charmed, Party of 5, ER, An- 
other Teent Movie, Newt Lassie, 
The Grass Harp, New Love 
Boat,tSeinfeld, Touched by an 
Angel, Sex in the Citytand MANY 
MANY MORE! Jennifer will also 
be be teaching a casting work- 
shop Sep 20th on what casting 
directors look for,t tricks of the 
trade ,tbasic tools needed, slating 
runstand ends with a question 
/answert session. Cost for the 
workshop istonly $75!t SPACE IS 
LIMITED!! To register for one or 
both of these events, call 
403-240-7447 TODAY!+ 


2005. Artist to Artist 


Photographer looking for male 
and female models 18-40 to im- 
prove portfolio. CD of photo- 
graphs for compensation. Call 
604-209-6121. 


005. Artist to Artist 


Photographer looking for 
models 


Attractive, outgoing females 
wanted for serious 2009 
calendar project. 


No experience necessary. 
Contact (780) 604-5621 


2010. Musicians Available 


26 y/o guitarist of three years in- 
terested in punk/surf rock or reg- 
gae ready to jam with some 
peeps with similar musical inter- 
ests. Home phone number: 
(780) 637-9252 





Drummer looking for a kick-ass 
rock/metal band to adopt me. Infl 
AC/DC, Crue, Ozzy, Zeppelin. 
Edmonton 

todd_hryniw@ hatmail.com 
780.761.1969 





Female singer/guitarist looking 
for members to form original 
band. Infl: Pd Harvey, Cocteau 
Twins. Contact Andrea at 
(780) 488-2596 or 
acwhite8 @ hotmail.com 


2020. 


Amazaria needs drummer. Seri- 
ous inquiries only. We gig/travel 
and have some recorded materi- 
al. Creativity and experience an 
asset. Call Sian at 990 0888 or 
email: amazaria@ gmail.com 


Musicians Wanted 





Bass player with vocal abilities 
needed for original funky 
blues/rock band, Pro attitude 
please, Call 636-3171. 





Edmonton PUNK/METAL band 
All Else Fails seeking Bass 
player, Vocals & strong stage 
presence a must! Please email 
band @allelsefails.ca 





Edmonton PUNK/METAL band 
All Else Fails looking to collabo- 
rate with artists for upcoming re- 
lease. You provide synth/classi- 
cal talent, we provide pro soft- 
ware. Please email band@allel- 
sefails.ca 


Experienced bass player needed 
for original rock band. Pro gear, 
attitude and transportation need- 
ed. Vocals a big plus. Check 
www.thejfrproject.com or call 
819-2618. 





Female backup/lead singers (2) 
wanted for casual classic rock 
band. Harmony’s a must 

Call Kevin @ 780-953-9913. 





GottaGrooveGradgeBand wants 
you to come and rock the blues. 
Jammin with more to come Ph 
436 1127 


LookingEast seeks 2nd guitarist, 
reliable and able to practice 2 
times a week 
www.myspace.com/lookingeast1 
call 757-9725 





New, clean, band rehearsal 
space. Visit www.edmontonjam- 
space.com or call 780-288-7726. 





ROCK DRUMMER NEEDED 
Bass, Guitar, and Vocals Need a 
Hard Hitting Drummer With the 
Beats to Prove It. No Amateurs. 
Pros Only. Contact Paul. 
780-233-4269 





Wanna be a rock star!? Looking 
for experienced bass player and 
drummer with vocals to form hard 
rock band. Infl include Chili Pep- 
pers, Zepp, Tool and Hendrix. 
Call Kelly @ 780-860-4396 or 
250-754-0936. e 


2040. Music Instruction 


Drum Lessons, multiple styles 
with focus on technique. RDC 
grad, 20 years experience. West- 
mount area, good bus routes, 
780-474-4627 


raliie Auditions 


AUDITIONHELL - Western Cana- 
da’s most recommended film and 
TV acting weekend workshop: 
Sept 19, 20 & 21 in Edmonton. 
To register or for more info: 
www.auditionhell.com/hell.html or 


_ Peter: (403) 807-1960 


2200. Massage Therapy 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
4-780-632-3515 (Vegreville) 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


Mobile Spa & In Call Bodywork 
Therapy (Lic. & Bonded, 20 
yrs. exp., Oliver area) for re- 
Jaxation and rejuvenation. Tar- 
get your stress, aches, poor cir- 
culation, toxins and fatigue with 
aroma-steam, shower, massage, 
and talk therapy. 428-1965 or 
920-1965. By appt. 


SWEDISH - CALIFORNIAN mas- 
sage. 20 years experience, Old 
Strathcona, Also evenings and 
weekends, Strictly non sexual. 
Almasta 780-405-8765. 


2300. Models 


Photographer Looking for 
Models. 









Attractive, outgoing females 
wanted for-serious 2009 
calendar project. 








No experience necessary. 
Contact (780) 604-5621 


3010. Auctions 


DA KINE Natural Spring Water, 
Public Auction, Wed., Sept. 24, 
11:30 am. Location; Telford 
House, 4907 - 46 St. Leduc. 
Complete details and feasibility 
study; www.monarchauction- 
group.com. 


MEIER 2-DAY Classic Car & 
Truck Auction Saturday and Sun- 
day, September 20 & 21, 11 a.m. 
both days. 6016 - 72A Avenue, 
Edmonton. Over 150 Classics. 
To Consign, call 780-440-1860. 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it's equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contact 












us today! 1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 
3210. Misc. For Sale 


$38.95 HOME phone service - 
Reconnect your home phone! No 
one refused - $38.95 monthly - 


$18.95 one time activation - 
$18.95 unlimited long distance. 
Call Choice Tel now! 
1-888-333-1405; www.choice- 
tel.ca. 


A FREE TELEPHONE service. 
Get your first month free. Bad 
credit, don't sweat it. No deposits. 
No credit checks. Call Freedom 
Phone Lines today toll free 
1-866-884-7464, 


AFFORDABLE PHONE Recon- 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom and ask 
about our new customer special. 
Sign up online and save $20. 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca. 


AT LAST! An iron filter that 
works, IronEater! Fully patented 
Canada/U.S.A. Removes __ iron, 
hardness, sulfur, smell, manga- 
nese from well water. Since 
1957, Phone 1-800-BIG IRON; 
www.bigirondrilling.com. 





BED, QUEEN, orthopedic Pillow- 
top mattress/box-spring. New, 
still In plastic. Full warranty. Cost 
$1100,; sell $375. KING size, ex- 
tra-thick, cost $1550.; sell $650. 
Will deliver. 403-371-1400. 





BUILDINGS FOR Sale! “Beat 
next substantial increase!” 
20X30X12 $6,000. 25X40X14 


$10,200. 30X50X14 $11,400. 
35X56X16 $15,500. 40X60X16 


$19,900. 50X140X19 $52,000. 
60X100X18 $41,500. Others. 
Pioneer since 1980. 
1-800-668-5422; www.pioneer- 
steel.ca. 





CONTAINER GUY 20, 40 + 48° 
containers. Also Reefers 
available. Weather, Bug and Ro- 
dent proof for storage. Delivery 


available. Excellent condition. 
Clean city rated —_ gravel. 
780-307-4656. 


CONTRACTORS! Trees for sale. 
900 white paper birches caliper 
up to 15 feet high. Thorsby area. 
780-789-2239. 


210. Misc. For Sale 


FOR SALE. Rodent proof 40’ and 
20’ sea containers. 5' X 10’ corral 
panels starting at $55. 
403-226-1722; 403-540-4164; 
1-866-517-8335; www.magnates- 
teel.com. 


FRACTIONAL OWNERSHIP of 
luxury yachts on Canada’s west 
coast. Includes management. Di- 
rect (titled) ownership. Sail/pow- 
er. www.one4yacht.com. 
604-669-2248. 


FUTURE STEEL Buildings. 
Durable, dependable, pre-engi- 
neered, all-steel structures. Cus- 
tom-made to suit your needs and 
requirements. Factory-direct af- 
fordable prices. Call 
1-800-668-8653 ext. 170 for free 
brochure. 


HOT TUB/SPA - 2008 Model, six 
person, 33 jets, 9 HP, waterfall, 
LED lighting/ozonator (exclusive 
chemical free)/fully insulat- 
ed/complete warranty and 5” cov- 
er. Brand New, still in wrapper. 
Cost $7,900 Sacrifice $4750, 
Can Deliver. 403-663-9767. 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36” Hi-TenToughrib 29ga. 
Galvalume $.69-Sq. ft. Colours 
$.89 sq. ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE Build- 
ers Supplies 1-888-263-8254. 


PARACHUTE COVERS. Great 
for grain, equipment. 35’ to 100’ 
diameter. Also large Army Tents. 
Call for sizes and price. Crown 
Surplus Stores Inc. Phone 
1-403-265-1754. Fax 
1-403-265-6492, 


SAWMILLS from only $3,495. 
Convert your logs to valuable 
lumber with your own Norwood 
portable band sawmill. Log skid- 
ders also available; . www.nor- 
woodsawmills.ca/400T. Free in- 
formation. 1-800-566-6899 ext. 
4000T. 


TREES CHEAP! Company going 
out business sale. Fall best time 
plant Spruce, Pine. Starter trees 
$5. 16" - 32” $10. Free shipping 
absolutely anywhere. 3’ - 5’ 
available. 403-636-0959, 


3220. Misc. Wanted 


WANTED - 400 barrel tanks used 
- not fancy. Cleaned for inspec- 
tion and export. Skidded for verti- 
cal use. Southern Alberta pre- 
ferred. Pat Brown, 403-793-3010, 
day; pabrown @telusplanet.net. 


3240. Travel/Trade 


ALL INCLUSIVE PACKAGES. 
Book online at www.canadatra- 
vels.com and save more on your 
vacations. Use code NCA74327 
for discount or call us toll free at 
1-800-563-5722. 


SNOWBIRDS - Reserve Early. 2- 
one bedroom, completely  fur- 
nished condos available for rent 
in the Phoenix area. Pool, hot tub 
and tennis, great location. Con- 
tact Dan with DCL Realty & Man- 
agement LLC at 480-946-6951 or 
602-818-4888. 


TIMESHARE- ~- FORECLOSURES 
~ Save 60-80% off retail! Best Re- 
sorts & Seasons! Throughout 
Canada, U.S., Caribbean and 
mare! Call for free catalogue to- 
day! 1-800-731-8046; www.holi- 
daygroup.com/sc, 


3400. Pets & Supplies 


FREE ADOPTION ENGLISH 
BULLDOG AVAILABLE. 

Raised and Spoiled in Our home. 
If interested email us at: small- 
world77 @ rocketmail.com for 
more information. 


4001. Farm Stuff 

















“HEATED CANOLA WANTED. 


Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat, 
barley, oats and peas for feed. 
“On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252. 


ROUND HAY Bales for sale, 
Cheap. We deliver, self unload- 
ing. No Sunday calls please. 
1-403-843-6380. 


5003. Real Estate Misc. 


$2000. IN FREE gas on all new 
homes. Liquidation sale, 14’, 16’, 
and 20’ lake houses in_6 weeks. 
Call today: Best Buy Homes, Air- 
drie. _ 1-877-275-5555; _best- 
buy2 @telus.net. 
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5003. Real Estate Misc. 


$115,900. ONE ONLY! New 20 X 
76 home with air conditioning. 
Replacement cost $134,900. 
Price includes delivery within 100 
miles. Check out the other great 
deals on all in stock homes. Call 
Alberta Custom Homes 
1-800-347-5580. 


2009 SHOWHOMES are coming! 
2008 models will all go! Great 
deals. Factory orders in 5 weeks 
or less. Best Buy Homes of Red 
Deer, 1-877-396-5564. 





Ai HOMES “The Real Deal" 16, 
18, 20 and modulars ready for 
delivery before winter Do not 
miss your opportunity to save 


yourself 1000's. Airdrie 
403-945-4488. Red Deer 
403-314-2244 





GREAT BUYS. $119,900. 20 x 
76 was $138,900. Save 
$19,000. $124,900. 20 X 76 was 
$144,900. - Save $20,000. Both 
of these homes are nicely op- 
tioned. Price includes delivery 
within 100 miles. All in stock 
homes reduced for quick sale. 
Call Commonwealth Homes 
1-800-341-6675. 





LOOKING TO REFINANCE or 
purchase? | am able to get 
499% - 5.1% fixed rates for a 
limited time. Call now, Lori Dono- 
van 403-999-3476 or email: lo- 
ri@alberta-mortgages.com. 





MANUFACTURED HOME Mov- 
ing. Call Terry at 1-800-341-6675 
for quote. Will move homes any- 
where in Alberta or Saskatche- 
wan. 


MODULAR HOMES factory di- 
rect from $79,000. Twenty mod- 
els to choose from. CSA Ap- 
proved. Forty-five day delivery. 





Largest factory in the U.S.A 
1-877-590-4591; jscol@pcho- 
mesitd.com; www.pcho- 
mesitd.com. 





NEED CASH? Own your own 
home? Good or bad credit. We 
can help! Pay off debt and start 
saving. Jason-. 1-877-568-0929, 
Alberta Home Loans. 





SUNK E Real Estate Misc. 


NO G.S.T. Display Models Clear- 
ance Sale. Save up to $8000. 
Sept. 12, 13, 14. Modulars 20 & 
16 wides. Free delivery to 100 


miles. Jandel Homes 
1-800-463-0084; www.jandel- 
homes.com, 





REDUCED $39,000. to sell at 
$259,000. Gorgeous cedar cot- 
tage on golf course in southern 
Manitoba, See  www.mis.ca 
#2716119 or phone 
204-827-2424 


RIVER CREST HOMES - Manu- 
factured and modular homes 
competitively priced. 8 week de- 
livery on your home including op- 
tions, Standard features: cathe- 
dral ceilings, 12” eaves, 3 appli- 
ances. 403-347-0417; 
403-304-2629 


WINALTA HOMES Offers  af- 
fordable living at its best! 1440 
sq. ft. home at Unbelievable Pric- 
es starting at only $98,900. Load- 
ed with upgrades inside and out! 
Hurry In! Limited quantities. De- 
livery up to 160 kms. included. 
aS Ask about our exciting com- 
munities, Jutland Ridge in Stony 
Plain; Jubilee Landing in Sher- 
wood Park; Lighthouse Pointe in 
Sylvan Lake. 1-866-960-2112; 
www.winaltainc.com. 








#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 
a car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 
credit fast. Bad credit! No credit 


Bankruptcy! Repossession! No 
Problem. Call today and drive 
away. Call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599. Free delivery 
anywhere www.autocredit- 
fast.ca 





BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Gall 
us! All makes and models. Pro- 
fessional credit rebuilders. Call 
1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., serving Alber- 
ta for 16 years. 


6100. Cars 


COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION, 
Electric Garage Fall Finale, Sep- 
tember 12 - 13, Red Deer. No re- 
serve memorabilia Friday night 
Saturday car auction. Consign 
your car today; www.TheElectric- 
Garage.com. 403-396-0304 





DREAMCATCHER — FINANCING. 
Buckle up today! You work, you 
drive! “O” down! O.A.C. free deliv- 
ery to BC & Alberta. Apply online: 
www.DreamCatcher-loans.com, 
24/7, 1-800-910-6402 





NATION TO NATION automobile 
and RV sourcing service. Use our 
experience to find a quality U.S 


vehicle at the best price 
1-888-249-1975; www.N2Nau- 
to.com 





NEED A car or truck? Good cred- 
it, bad credit. Want a Visa? #1 
success rate. Delivery in BC and 
Alberta. www.drivehomenow.com 
or 1-888-501-1148. 


6400. Recreational Vehicles 


CASH FOR USED RV'S 2002 or 
newer only. Most models needed 
now! Call 780-455-3380 or 
1-800-798-3380. Woody's RV 
World, Edmonton 





CASH FOR USED RV'S 2002 or 
newer only. Most models needed 
now! Call 403-258-2727 or 
1-866-383-2727. Woody's RV 
World, Calgary South 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit cards/de- 
posit $3.09/minute 18+ 
1-900-783-3800; www.mystical- 
connections.ca. 


7245. Misc. Services 


$500. LOAN Service, by phone, 
no credit refused, quick and 
easy, payable over 6 to 12 install- 
ments. Toll Free 1-877-776-1660. 





CAR CRAZY 5th Annual Fall An- 
tique Car Auction. 140 cars. 
Viewing Sept, 26. Auction Sept 
27. 4303 - 9 St. S.E., Calgary, Al- 
berta Info 403-287-6565; 
Www.carcrazy.ca. 


CLEAN DRIVING Record? Grey 
Power could save you up to 
$400. on your car insurance. Call 
1-888-623-5050 for quote and re- 
ceive $10. gas gift-card. Open 
weekends 


7245. Services 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Why be 
embarrassed or fearful? Cana- 
dian criminal pardorVU.S. travel 
waiver. Uncontested low cost di- 
vorce? Debt recovery? Alberta 
small court claims payout to 
$25,000. 1-800-347-2540. 


DEBT STRESS? Consolidate 
and lower payments by 30 - 40% 
End those phone calls and the 
worry. Avoid bankruptcy. Contact 
us for a no-cost consultation. On- 
line: www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll-free 1-877-556-3500. 


GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon- 
ey? We lend! If you own your 
home - you qualify; www.pioneer- 
west.com. BBB member. 
1-877-987-1420. 


UNCONTESTED DIVORCES 
and Legal Separation Agree- 
ments: Why pay more? Check 
out our low prices at www.ca- 
nadianlegal.org. Voted #1 Parale- 
gal - CCA Awards. 20+ years ex 














perience Free consultation. 
1-800-320-2477. 
9005. Personals 


All Hot LIVE Girls! 
1-900-451-6900 $25/call 
Free to call. 18+ 
1-877-268-8585 


ALL HOT MALE ACTION 
18+ bi? gay? curious? 
Try for Free 
780-665-6666 
403-770-0776 


Attractive fit 30's couple seeking 
female for friendship, sane and 
safe fun times. Please feel free to 
e-mail: 

paulywantsacracker1 @hot- 
mail.com 











ASTROLOGY - SEPTEMBER 11 TO SEPTEMBER 17 - BY THE KID | cuisinthecosmos@hotmail.com 


CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 





VIRGO (AUG.23-sePT.Z2) 

They say Virgos are a suspicious lot, but 
that’s 'cause of the wide-open eyes 
you've got. You've been around the block, 
you've seen folks get burned and you've 
learned that trust needs to be earned. 
This week, wherryou experience success, 
don't deal with no one who don't pass 
the test! 


LIBRA (sert.3-0c7.2) 

Venus is smack dab in the middle of your 
sign this week and, since her symbol's a 
mirror, self-reflection's what you oughta 
seek. Take time out to tabulate what your 
strengths are and where you're not so 
great. Know yourself, like Socrates said, 
and your foes won't be able to play with 
your head! 


SCORPIO (00.23-Nov.21) 

There ain't nothin’ bad ’bout bein’ in lust, 
but if that’s all somethin's built on, it'll 
soon bust. If you want somethin’ that's 


phase that'll pass. Once it does, will you 
despair when you realize there's nothin’ 
else there? 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV.22-DEC.721) 

If you don't wanna get involved, don't 
expect your problems to be miraculously 
solved. You can only look the other way 
for so long before things start to go 
seriously wrong. This week, take a big 
interest in your own affairs, ‘cause when it 
Comes down to it, no one else cares! 





built to last, you must understand lust's a - 





CAPRICORN (DEC 2-1AN.19) 

Winter's a-comin’, but don't think it's a 
bummer. Instead, try to drink up the last 
drops of summer. You've got plenty of 
time to prepare for the worst, so enjoy 
what you've got first. This week, don't 
start anything new, take pleasure in 
what's surroundin’ you! 


AQUARIUS (JAN. 20-FEB.18) 

Power, fame, riches and fortune — 
Aquarius, right now you're scorchin'! 

For now, things. are under your control, 
and while they are, let it roll, baby, roll. 
However, like all good things, this, too, 
will come to an end, but you'll still be 
rich when it’s over if you've been a good 
friend! 


PISCES (Fe8.19-MARCH20) 

Sometimes, the best way to get what 
you want is to not want anything. Right 
now, your expectations are so high it'd 
be impossible to meet 'em without bein’ 
able to fly. This week, if you bring ‘em 
back down to earth, you'll end up gettin’ 
somethin’ that'll be of great worth! 


ARIES (MARCH21-APRIL9) 

Kindness is a virtue, but too much of it 
can hurt you. That's ‘cause there's only 
so long you can continue bleedin’ before 
your health starts quickly fleetin’. This 
week, you need to know when it’s time to 
say “no” and apply a tourniquet to cut off 
the flow! 


| 





TAURUS (APRIL20- MAY 20) 
When takin’ your first steps, it ain't 
surprisin’ at all if you so happen to 


stumble 'n’ fall. It's entirely to be expected | 


while your sense of balance is bein’ self- 
corrected. This week, don't allow little 
letdowns to throw you off the trail. The 
longer you're on it, the less likely you'll 
fail! 


GEMINI (May 21-JUNE20) 

It's time to forget all that “be patient” 
Crap ‘cause ain't nothin’ just gonna fall 

in your lap. Nope, if you want happiness, 
then it's up to you to go out and get it no 
matter what you've gotta do. This week, 
puttin’ your pleasure first is OK as long as 
you don't go about it in a malevolent way! 


CANCER (wNEzI-JuLy2) 

You can't just stay up on a cloud, look 
below you and say “no fightin’ allowed.” 
Observin' from a distance may help you 
to see, but to make real changes, in the 
thick of things is where you've gotta be. 
Even if it means takin’ one on the chin, 
you won't have an effect this week unless 
you jump in! 


LEO (uy 23-Av6.2) 

The higher the risk, the higher the pay — 
but only if it ends up goin’ your way. You 
Pays your money and you makes your 
bets, and when it’s over, you get what you 
gets. This week, before layin’ everything 
down on the horse of your choosin’, make 
sure that you're able to live with possibly 
losin’! 


1 
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ACROSS 

1 The Soup” host McHale 

5 Cross wom by Egyptians and goth kids 
9 Up-and-__ 

14"It’s__ ever wanted!” 

15 Actress and singer Gaye, daughter of 
Marvin 

16 Take to the soapbox 

17 One of The Two Coreys 

18 Like some bread for those with dietary 
restrictions 

20 Excuse from someone with a busy 
schedule 

72 Patty Hearst's captors: abbr. 

24 Hallow follower 

25 Messenger material 

26 Feature of Mars or Venice 

28 White and basmati, e.g. 

33 Goes through a tough trial 

39 Opera highlight 

40 Spatter blocker 

4] Bean used to make edamame, in Britain 
4? It's adjustable to block out sun glare 
45 Perfectly OK 

46 Like some gases 

4] Canon camera introduced in the 1980s 
50 It may be original 

52___ Plaines, Illinois 

53 Picnic food with a classic jingle asking 
“what kind of kids eat” them 

59 "One O'Clock Jump” composer 

60 “Excuse me, | was here first” noise 

63 Serrated marking 

64 Red Hot Chili Peppers bassist 
65 Author _ Neale Hurston 
66 Actor Rob in The CW's “90210" 
67 Coinaction 

- 68 Highest point 


_2)Hit with snowballs 


48 Sphere 







HEAVY, MAN. 
JONESIN’ CROSSWORD BY MATT JONES 


©2008 Jonesin’ Crosswords (editor@jonesincrosswords.com) 


DOWN 

1 Rastafari name for God 

2 Suffix after pay 

3 Super Bowl XLII MVP 

4 Tart, perhaps 

5 It may be right 

6 Former pitcher Ryan 

7 Berlin Zoo polar bear that made news 
in2007 

8 “Don't bea player__” 

9*_ it!" (“Dammit!”’ to an old-timey 
prospector) 

10 “Carmina Burana” composer Carl 

Ti Badtz-__ (penguin friend of Hello Kitty) 
12 Child actor Alex who starred in 2007's 
“The Water Horse” 

13 Projectionist’s need 
“19 One, in Osnabruck 


22 Chicken scratch 

ZBdHeplays House 

27 Came __ 

29" _hiskiss” (“Shoop Shoop Song” 
phrase) 

30 Business that requires union member- 
ship 

3] Downer of children's books? 

32 Fits’ partners 

34 Derisive laugh 

35__ Pen (trademarked autoinjector for 
allergic reactions) 

36 Standardized test given before working 
toward a Ph.D., perhaps 

37 Company that introduced AIM 

38 Sturm ___drang 

43 Nancy Drew and Encyclopedia Brown, 
eg. 

44 Drink in an Italian restaurant 
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WEAR SOME PROTECTION 






was that 


Wait, what 


last part? 





| wanted to vote for Hillary, 
but she lost in the Democratic 


primaries... What am | to do? 











May | introduce 
my vice-presidential 
nominee, Sarah Palin! 
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tionism and abstinence- 
only educating, Alaska 
secessionist, anti- 
stem cell research, #7) NY 


pro-censorship, rer 
G 















abortion extremist! 













liberal big-city elitist 
‘community organizer”! 








49"_ in Africa” (1973 film that completes 
a trilogy) 

50 Pigs’ quarters 

5] Brainstorming products 

53 Day-before-Picture Day concern 

54 Aussie bounders, for short 

55|t's far from purebred 

56 It may never be enough 

57 Capital where Edvard Munch died 

58 Strip near the Mediterranean 

61 “Maid of Athens, we part” (Lord Byron 
poem) 

62 Highest point 


The way | see it, this here country is ata 
do or die crossroads. There’s some serious 
decisions we gotta make about our future. 








First thing on my list is: “what are we 


deés a 
gonna do about equal rights for ladies?” ys shiesstess tabs seayeatt 


has to be abolished once and for all. 





8 BIT FUNNIES ; 





IT JUST 
DON'T FEEL 
SEXY ANYMORE 


SIGH.. 
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Clarice Eckford dances down the aisle of the stationary bus which served as 
the venue for her Fringe show in August, and now as a place for hanging out. 
PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 








FIRST PERSON « EDMONTON STORIES « BY KELLY SOLODUKA | 629 words 


Shiva Remains 
Silent 


== | THINK THE INDIAN GODDESS WANTED TO TALK‘ 
TO ME, BUT I WAS TOO DRUNK TO HEAR HER 





After an afternoon of drinking, | 
decided the best way to satisfy my 
snarling hunger was the dinner buf- 
fet at New Asian Village. 

Upon: entering the restaurant, | 
felt transported to a mystical realm 
of tranquility. Dim lighting, ornate 
Statues of Indian deities, and dark 
mahogany decor replaced the hot, 
bright afternoon I had staggered in 
from. No longer was I being choked 
by heat ripples and exhaust furnes 
out on the summer streets. Now the 
scents of saffron, cilantro, and lamb 
inflamed my appetite and seemed to 
heighten my intoxication. 

A buffet is a call to gluttony that 
lam helpless to resist — even when 
I'm sober. But with alcohol fero- 


ciously stimulating my brain's hun- 
ger centre, I intended to undertake 
an eating rampage that would deci- 
mate the buffet and leave both staff 
and customers crying out in dismay. 

However, despite my best effort 
(two platefuls of dinner and one 
bowl of mango custard), the buffet 
remained well-stocked, and the hav- 
oc I hoped to wreak on the restaurant 
failed to materialize. 

After the delectable feast, not only 
was my stomach packed, but it felt 
like food was stacked high along the 
length of my esophagus. I was beyond 
stuffed. The combination of alcohol, 
exotic cuisine, and the impending 
insulin crash had a strange effect on 
me. | was satisfied but uncomfort- 
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able. My face felt flushed and swol- 
len. | was dizzy from pressure on my 
sternum. | wanted to go to sleep 

As I swooned in the booth, | ex- 
amined a hanging print of a beauti- 
ful Indian woman with huge, dark 
eyes and heavy mascara. Her face, 
illuminated from below by a candle 
she held with one hand and shielded 
with the other, had a look of urgency 
and surprise. I couldn't stop looking 
at her. Such a detailed, lifelike por- 
trait. 1 could almost see the candle 
flicker. Almost hear her sari rustle. 
She seemed to want to speak. 

I imagined that if I asked the wait- 
er who the woman was, he. would 
launch into a hushed and reverent 
account of how the woman was actu- 
ally Shiva in human guise. How the 
print depicted a climactic moment 
of her earthly incarnation where 
she fled captors or narrowly escaped 
some grave danger. I never did ask — 
partly because I was too wasted to ex- 
pend the energy, and partly because 
I didn’t want a reply which was flip- 
pant or dismissive. Or too lengthy. 

I stared drunkenly at the woman 
and began to wonder if the metabolic 
processes going on inside my body 
had attuned my mind to the secrets 
she wanted to convey. Was this print 


enchanted? Was her soul trapped 
inside it? Had the booze and spices 
created a chemical reaction that was 
opening my third eye? Across time, 
space, and reality, did this wide-eyed 
Indian goddess want to communicate 
with me? Me? A hammered, loud- 
mouthed white dude wearing shorts 
and sandals in an Edmonton restav- 
rant? I tried to open my mind and be 
receptive. | gazed into her eyes. What 
secrets of the universe did she want 
fo tell me? What mysteries would be 
revealed? Minutes passed... 

The waiter appeared, and asked if 
that would be all. Uh... yes, thank 
you. He dropped the tab and receded 
back into the shadows. 

The spell had been broken. The 
magical connection severed. | 
groaned and, with a sigh, lumbered 
to my feet. My head swam as I 
moved toward the cash register. [ 
concentrated all my efforts on not 
slurring or tripping. I paid for my re- 
past and left the restaurant, wincing 
as white-hot rays of sunlight stabbed 
my eyeballs. 

If anything, Shiva probably would 
have told me to quit staring, pay up, 
and get the hell out. 

And don't vomit on the way it, 
you drunk piece of shit. 
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gam's custom 


780 986 2922 4816B8-50Ave 
www. camscustomtattoos.ca 


tattoos 


mention this ad & get 10% off 
no hourly rate but minimum $60 
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The long straps on the new Le Sac make this our 
most versatile dress yet. How will you wear it? 
The possibilities are endless. Visit our website 
for a few ideas. 





Retail Locations: 


Edmonton 

10750 82 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB T6E 2A8 
Tel. (780) 409-8505 


West Edmonton Mall— Now Open 
8882 170 St. N.W. 

Edmonton, AB T5T 3J7 

(780) 930-2142 


Market Mall— Now O; cS 
3625 Shaganappi Trail N.W. 
Calgary—California Select ; = 


1429 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, AB T2T 0C6 
Tel. (403) 410-7450 


Sunnyside 

130 10th St. 
Calgary, AB T2N 1V3 
Tel. (403) 457-3457 


American Apparel’ 


To learn more about our company, 
to shop online, and to find all store 
locations, visit our web site: 
www. net 
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